





SYNOPSIS

This story, "NOSTALGIA" is based on life in the north of England from the 1920's
to 1936. The way of life as it used to be. Every terraced house with one cold
water tap, a tin bath that was hung up in the back yard. The toilet at the
bottom of the yard, a candle for the bedroom light, a stone hot water bottle,
filled from the kettle that was heated on a coal fire in the kitchen, carbide
lamps for pedal cycles, and the lamp lighter going round the streets lighting
the gas lamps. The knocker up tapping on upstairs windows to awaken the
sleeping factory workers, the sound of clogs pounding the pavement, tramcars
rumbling through the town, street vendors selling most goods from a horse and
cart, policemen wearing cloaks, the dawn of the wireless with the accumulator,
the wrist watch, cement for building and chamber pots. All these things I have
included and formed into a story of three lads growing up in the north and
eventually getting married.

The main character, a Peter Nelson, bricklayer by trade, inseparable fram his
mates, whom the Gods smiled on, and who was given riches beyond his wildest
dreams, and his parents, who survived the strikes and poverty to become nearly
middle class. All the names in this story are fictitiocus, and the whole story
is just "Nostalgia".
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As: T waiked downm our street im tHose  faraway days,, Iittle did I reallise the: chamges
that were to: take place,, inwollwing wholle communi'ties,and’ in some ecases, the devastation
created’ By these changes,, aggravated the growing declemsiom of” a Targe percentege of
the workforce lHeralding a mew dawn of deczy and desalation. The fimanmcial knights
of’ the axg,, dewapitated our industrial hbhBhbbbbb strenti Teawing the populatiom
divided and resentfull.. A11 thiis for the micro ehip. I can remémber happier days,,
the street where I Tiwed waslaa typieal northerm terraced House distriect or shHould I
community, you kmew and spoke to your next door nmeighhour and most of the residemts
v’ who» 1'iwed inmr the street. There were the LittTes, Hargreaves, Smithg, WaTkers,Joneses,,
I ecould’ meme nearly alll of them,, we kmew each: otter Iike the Back of cur hand.
To» eantinue,, vlk: downr the street about fiwe o cllock on 2 Friday evagning and yow
would see most of the womenfolk with: cleam pinafores mm’stand'iing on their fromt door
steps,, waiti ng for the hread winrners to returm from wo:rk:) with their paypackets.
Duflinmg autumn and the winter momths,, a kind' of fog would hang ower the roof tops
with all the chimneys smoking and, If you cared to: wal’k‘f:'g‘f&ng the streett ,you would notice
a smelll off disinfectant comming from the smitHs Iobdly, further om, the walkers would
Ye Hawing kippers: for tea,, am errand boy would be delivering groceries to misses
- LittTe,, someowe had” pea soup waitng, childrem pllaying round a Iamp: post, the gas
Tight giwimg thHem a weird® complectiom ,a dogtirying to jodim im the fum barking and
Jumpimg up and’ down. O my way along: tHe st‘reet‘,,:T z&%ﬁ‘ awvare of a feeling of
Helonglrrg';‘x/ny Toeel kmowledge Being activated.. I raised my Yzt to a passing Tady,
nodded’ to an aquaintanee amd crossed the street which was no bother in those days,
noctor wehicles were still 2 mowelltyr amd’ wery nodsy so there was no problem.f Keil from
g doorway futther alomg the street attracted my attemtion"Weers ta bim, 2 thewt thad
newer gereer,, ar t& reet ,aw hin amgim on fursbaatt ten mﬁ:’nuﬁs..'@lﬂ' We spoke: that way
too eaah: other whem we were tbg.etlterjoblt we're nott Tate, I said, (me-z of my ma-tes:}- J"cxsh*.)
are we picking Bol up He asked as le stepped im hesile me, we cam call and ask him
iff he's cnmmfrrg(al’;tli’augh;,h'e daesnt Tike Tantern Teatures,, & said anyway we'lT catch
a tram. We proceeded tom goﬂ% abode and fdund?'gearmhihg flar a wlT:sr stud, Wiy dunt ta
keep em im a jj'ari Josh: asked H:um; cos mi brothers pinched it furtt rag fella, t gera
Woonr sazid Boly, amg on tho,, d'fncth omre off mi dad, Bob eventualy sorted himself out
and’ of f we went to cateh a tram. Whem we arriwed a2t our d‘est’fnaﬁon,,(th&:e fare: bheing three
half pence eac?'c‘i:,,/c,nl‘d'? mameije found tlat we had a2 good walkk to the KalTl where the
;I."anterm Tecture was teinmg Held,, admissiom was & penny. We trooped imto 2 room whers a iswe
mnum{ﬁier of people were gatHered), we sat:iat the Back o = form and waited for proceedings -
to commence, There wass z fellow who had a beard,, stanmdimg at thke fromt of the hall
amd as the picture slides: were showm, he- was: explaimimg sboutt the way the work was done.
3 here,, T must mentiomm thztt the subijectt was SIate quzrryiizrg,,/ mot of particular Interest to
us,, ut we wanted smn?thj:’rxg to diseuss Iztep, besides,, it was supposed to be 2 cheap nigr
out. Adwertising was not' wery hig busimess im those days so we. tock 1itile trips
away from towmr mow and aga—i'm' to: £ind! out what was: geime om, 2lso we Iiked Barm dances,
held om the mz‘t."‘slé:i;‘rts:..of‘ town,, Gesidesy gettime too knaw the loeal ﬁalenﬁ,(giﬂs‘
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K 1ot off fum and good times were Hzd whem we were growing upe when the Tecture ended,

the ges lamps were turned up again ,lo and’ tehold, three buxom wenches had beem sitting

a row or two im firgmt of usy, this: Iooked promisimg, They: cast one or twor furtive

gmmses glances towards us, that set Josi off with his koo ing end wow 1rrg, and

making ecogrse remarks about the situatioms he would like to ¥e im, concerming

any ome of them,, Bol: om the other ha

As the nmight air caught our faces,, I

nd,, merely waved to them as we made our way out.

sniffed and said, if we get separated), dont

foreget,. its & long walk: Home,, tite Tast tram leaves: at twenty to twelwe, but its

Sunday tomorTow,, at least! we cam Iie ¥

m unTess Sally army comes: round. The girls

geme out just them, they came straight toward usamd’ asked if we were interesied in

going to» their lacel barm dance to make the numbers up,. we agreed without a second

thought, we got paired up,. and get offf walking. Madge, tHe auburm haired girl who

attatatied herself to me,, was rather s

Hort But well enmdowed, a pleasing face and

funTowing.As we walked zlong cHatting,, we spotded a car parked om the grass verge,,

the girls squealed with delight mea and ram to it,, they jumped im, by the Vime we

pulled curselwes together,, and’ got to the car, Madge saiq, Its my d‘adfsl ket Tent it me,

Turm the starting handTe a2t the fronmth, I got beld of the HandTe and’ gawve it & turm,

nothing Wappened,, the girl aceompanying Josk got au¥ of - the car,. and’ said,. no no not’

Tike tli'atf watah,, shegot hold of the starting hgndle with her thumb under the hamdTe

and said mow you try it, I did, now turn. it fast, this 1did, and thHe car spluttered into Tife
{

I jumped bsctk’f and the giF¥l's gigled and said , get in next to madge, theres enough room for 2

21T of us.. ThHe ecar mowed foward, inereased speed and we were off. T was very thrilTled » .

Presently, we arriwed 2t a small willage

Kall, there were Horses and traps, dag cartis ,

eyales, endthe cdd motoreycle combinatiom parked arround the place. Bob: asked the

girls how much it cost to get in,, only tdrepence c2me the reply, and its a penny for

a cup pf tea or coffee if yoin pref‘er; Buseuits are three a p’ermy@ Td money) We entered,

what a turm up, BjFR4vwas a chap with a

set of drums, oe with a piano accordionm, another

with a saxsphone, there was a cornet player , 2 pi’ani’st’l,and an old codger tuming a wiolim

The pl’eg%mil%sel"f resembled am old hern right enough, tHere were Iarge 01l Tamps Hung

i .p??gc:e,. two: Big trestle tables put together with white paper om for a

suBstitute tatlecloth, on them were &

ecouple of urns ane with coffee theother with tea

a TittTe further om were white aups turmed' upside dowm a Targe Bowl of sugar ,.

stuak: im the sugar was a spoam which was fastened to the tatle with a Hasp. the master

of cerenomies was Madges d'adiwh‘tiTe Yehind the steaminmg urns her mother stood with

arms akimboy next tom her stood Her siger Teaning om the tztle staring at us 83 vwe

entered. Madge took: us straight: over to were they were amd iIntroduced us, Her aunts

fage YGeemed whem sHe Heard that we were at the Tanterm Teatute, ob she said, you ceme to

support our cause then ,, of eourse ﬂ

flarcherer, you know how to get round

said wouldnt miss it for the world ‘)madge sai’d‘,

people, Fllask dad about getting Jou home when

its fimished. I thanked Her and conveyed the news to: Bob and Josh, they said thets

fine Because th’g;e going Back: with their brothers,, they Tiwe i’nr;,;’he next willage

and how would we get Yack,, its a lTong walk from Here newer mind next viIIage.r

e
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Ghe bBend was g, cven better than. we expected,tiey started pIayingmg NINE* /

o—cl:nk. rﬁ_—c_‘*We Waié‘ed:nuijcksfepped,, sTow foxtrot wasnt bad"i then, wé had
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% square dance or two, the walety, the gay gordons, seint bernard walse and a Tot more
I picked up’watcﬁing and trying.. A1T in all,, we hed a niee friendly night and afterwards
we stayed helind and helped with the washing up and tidying the place up a bit, because
of that’we got inwited to supper in tlie farmhouse. T must say, I had a big surprise,.
there were large hams and sides of bacom hanging from the eeiling,. a Huge thick hHeawy
wooden wellscrubbed tablie eanice white eloth on, and in no time at all the teble was
lademr with food I just dream about. There was a very big piece of cﬁeeseiIettuae‘
cellery,. tomatoes, K enioms thicksTiees: of bee‘j;; Ham, BTack pudding and pieces of
chickem. we alll did justice to such a spread,, them we thanked our losts for & wonderful
ewening and a @eéest of a supper,, Madge asked hHer dad’ about asking us to help with
different jobs that had beem neglected on the Tand, He replied that he dare n@ﬁ(because
we were towm lads and maybte wouldnt TIike working onm e farm.. After a short discussion
we promised ta give it a try im our spare time, I gawe the farmer the phome mumber of
our eorner shvp*explalne& what it was,. and’ told hlm that they would conwvey amymessages
2as T 1liwed only a_couple of doars dowm,.and §£¥;§§é£§7%ne farmer that thHe sHop was
cpenzall‘haurs~4£§s,arrangementfwamke&»wery well,, the tHree of us: were oftemr aonr
the farm, Madge enjoyed my company and we got om wery well with newer a cross word
or sulking,. ewentualy, the farmer sold up and bought a farm downr south, so we lost¥
track of them.. Pity. Oceasionaly,. we would gather round a street corner by s Temp,.
lark arround a hit,. but always finishing up,. singing and Harmonising, not too Ioudly
because of the kids in bed, songs like Barefoot dsys,, Its the ring your mother wore,.
no body ewver complained as a matter of tact beliewe it or not, folk used to opem their o
1ront doors so thHat whey could listen some even came &ana joined us, Two Iittle girls iIn
blue was a favourite of Mrs Heap, the sHop keepers wife snd sHe would come out of
Her Iittle shop and beg us to sing it one more time. Bobs dad was a coel Toader om the
docks they called it coal Bunkering the steam ships,, Jaoshs dad a winding master in
ﬁﬁﬂscotton'mlll mire was o biacksmitn. the uhree of us were inm work, Josh ssawasc
am apprentice plumber notedde quite out of His time, Bob was a2 time serwed fulll
fledged painter,. I was a brickies apprentige also not fimished my time, we were all
inm the bnilﬂihgftrade.oﬁﬁéé a week,. theboss of the firm,, would come along,stand by
me and watch me working,. after a few mimutes,be would step foward,, place a HaIf@ crowm
on the bricks and say,, there you are young mam,, wery good,K wery good indeed|,, them ke
would walk away talking to the foreman.ThHe foremam was: 2 shouting mam with 2 flowrrid
fage,tte wore a Bowler Hat and’ was a church regular. HISheart wasg: in: the right place tHougd
O cceasions, k2 would smell drink on a2 man and forkid Him to climb any Tadders that' day,
If any arguments or trouble deweloped),, he would gral a pick: Handle, and Tay about the
culprits with gusto,. if thet dldnt'sﬁnp-xt'#ﬁen ke would sack%tﬁere and them and nmom
taking them WBsck: noy matter How good they were at their jok. Iwe Heard Him singing inm
ahiurch,although he has a good woiwe,, He sings too loud and drowns out’ the sweeter woices,
The firm I worked for hHad a steam wagom,, it arriwed om the site ewery Tuesday morning
abput half past eight,, it pulled a trailler as welll and It Had to Be unlomded), there was
sand  cement flagstanes brlcks flmber plpes gutferlngvtiles and slatesu this all Had to Be
ahecked By the timekeeper and the notes countersigned by the fofman, if any shortages
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Were found,, the missing items were: lisgedand I was sent to head offiee with a note

demanding am explianatiom,, the foreman would not FWllerate any short measures: at all..
Helooked after His: mem and respected thmm , they i turn respected Him amiworked Hard for
him.. I remember once whem a chap Broke an. arm, He fell off some not” very high soes@®d
seafifolding,ewery week that mam was off work,, the foreman eollected’ ome shillinmg from
the mem on site, six pznue from apprentices and half a erowm from His: own pocket,
this was handed to thHe mars wife personaly By Him. 1f the weather was Badj, He would
take men imtow the yard and give them: 2 Bit of something to do rather than Tay them: ofif.
When armistice day came roumd,, a2t g#xactly elewen—o—cloek: eweryomne would down toodls:
21T mectiinery would be stopped, everybodys: Headgear was. off the foremsnshowler im
his h‘arrd" two minutes sillence was strictlly Held. As soom as lte put his Bowler Back: om,
work started again,, we worked ore extra minute at midday and' anotlier at finishing time;
woe bBetide any man not doing so, you can Yet that the next time we were rained of ¥ or Wit

whatever,,tie ones that Had nott comformed to His wishes im regard§# to the minute extra

EandioRs] “ame erabEFah o 8 DS O s, VK

cff and n mes:’fn'g.AS things were in those ays,_. the

would be 1ay f‘ma a ry
fairmi"nd'ed"’a good’ man and trustworthy. Extention Tadders were noctt though‘f of im those day
either, I used tx hawe to lelp mowing them from time to. time and if you didnt watel it
they could be wery awkward and downright dangerous,, wheelbarrows: were very, heawy
thiek woaden. anes 1lthey Kad woodem wheel's: with steell rims or tyres, try using them im mud
and slutet. ThHe labourers weTe generaly hig;st’ro‘ngi and mearly all Irishmen'thex wers
Built Tike a bBrick: toiTet,, Had a gaod sense of Humour and & thirst to netch.The
usual. garb,, was, tough Teather Boots or clags tied with string,,( cteaper tham Taces )
cordurcy trousers (the Tegs Wi tehed up just Below the kmee and tied with string)
a good thick Teather tel®,, 2 uniom shirt, old waistwoat, and a poachers jacket pluss a
Het or cap with & good rre‘:‘:;t'm keep the rainm off.. these men could start work im the
morminge (mever Tate) amd keep at i¥ all’ day monme stop exmept/_ for dimmer breazk them
they would get their willy cans,,( ready krewed Yy the tea boy) teke: up their: red and
white spotted keratiiefs,, opem them out and take their ‘l’:‘utti‘es,exami’ne them to see what
they Had on them, make some caustic remark and Bite imte the thicke rounds: of bread
and By gum, they were thidc . You mightt just get atoutt six of them out of a big Icaf.
I Y y‘ggﬁig younmg:. ‘f:rlo:oﬁs worked with them, and started goimg fss.s:tfert}ian: Oqt‘l{es% 51;1773‘1
Adegrembutid’ pass the word along sTaow down ar the wrath of tie Irish would :
upontim with great force and put Him out of work for emough timetw think: aliout it,.
the chap would soom get the message. It was great to: see mew buildings going up
Heside the old property, it gawe ome a sense of achievment: and satisfactiom. I was
finishing the copeing om 2 High wall ane particuli¥r day,, I lTooked across the roa&',,"r""”'
alovely hot summers day, I saw a horse and cart, the cart, was: loaded with saaks of coel,.
there was a mam delivering an'a]l' he Had & streett grid up, and was: tipping the coal
dowm intm a cellar. A mam came ZLong ,. spoke to: the cmal?man)t‘ﬁerr,, Y saw the cozalmwm
jump omto the cart and start weighing eact sacc of coml he hHad Teft om the aart,, le

would Hawe had about twenty sacks to weigh , He must' Hawe donme & Tot of swe, ating
whem alll had Heeps @ompl‘etedjthn mam gawe Him. a slip of paper, He was aweightandmeasure

/ man.
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l'g' ag%ct%%}gegcri&&ring; onr my slate im school about how tradesmem im the towm had to pay
: =P for using the market;: I didnt realise that tHe weights end measure people
trawelTed the streets,. I mewer saw them welghing Bags of potetoes and the Iike.I kmew
about Buildime inspectors tazkeing samplles of mixed conerete and mortar and all that earry or
O an impulse,, I took 2 walk to town,, while waiting for my metex who were
doing some spare time work at a house om the other side of townm, the amualp fair kad
arriwved im town sol thought' I would go and see iIf there was amything differemts.
The noise was deafeming, two womem were Hulding a conwersatiom as easy as yow please
irrespectiwe of the nodse, this inmtrigued me, so I memtioned it to: Josh who told me thet
his dad expllaimed it tow Him ,, it seems ‘L‘-ﬁat} W#f'b‘ﬁ". the clztter and moize goimg om
inm the mill,, and” womem Being perpetual gossips, they learnmed to lip read and thats
whagt was going on when I saw them. Somethimg else I Have: just realised is that,
uphols terers,used horse Hair for stufffimg settees and’ some chairs im recent years 7
glsor rafifiz was wowen into chair bottoms and good furmiture was frencheé polished.
Wood joimts were dowetailed olld fationed glue was used fdr stickine most things,
mass production Hadmt got going properly t}femi and” cabinet makers were real craftsmen.
What people called fiocks were put im matrasses and the cheap boﬂls:t‘eré but feathers
and down, was. used far the hetter type pillows anmd eushions. there were long handled warming
pans for airing or warming the hed upiand*',, ag I understandit, night caps to w.eaxr‘ to keep the
head warm btecmause mearly all tedrooms: were cold at' night. The clamber pot although never
mentiomed, was am impartent item for ewery Household the saver of mamy a Iaong walk to
the loo,, im&g;i'ne Tighting 2 candTe and Havimg a mightecap orf; mi’gh.tsk‘rir;i:;] mi,}{bﬁ slippers,,
amd trailinmg to the Bacek ysrd ,, the wind might tlow the candle ocut and H&;‘ where were
you,, groping im the dark stumbl'ing ower tiis and' that| and’ afterwards finding your way
B:&mdt«r,,nb:;, the pot had its: pllace under the Bed and” wery handy it was too. frere was a
mezt safe outside the louse at the back,shaped like a rabhitt Huteh with a perforared
or thHim mesh om the door for azir cireulation,, fridges were mot made for Households
them m@lif#c nor were Hoowers.. Now whatt aboutt the fire ramges im the kitchen,, a Big
fancy =&t BTack irom af‘far;q}. bighly polistteds 6n o ne side,, 2 Targe door whers the oven we
was,, in the middle,a raised portiom with bars across andz typ@of metal Bed for putting
" the fife im and om the other side just a I'ittle higher tham the fireitself was a Boiler
wich was: Heated Ly coals on the fiire, you Had a kind of metall aTide anm it to block it off
whem it wasnt needed,. atiowe this were shiny metal racks for puttinmg plates on ,, the whHole +
tHing was surroumded with fancy tiTes and ewen the grate where the ash fell afew incHes:
below was hiddem by & fancy metal guard ,, the Hearth, was tiTed' and surroumded with a
Kind of ker% just a meat fit round’ the tiTes and inside at ame end, stood a Wighly poTishe
coal Bucket or scuttle as it was celled, om the other side, stoad z tidy Betty , a stamd’
fengy of eourse,, there was a poker @ smalll showell and a brush om this comtraptiom anmd '
I musnt forget there was aTse 2 pair of fire tomgues for picking up the coal . Some
people ewen Had a pair of wery flamecy bellows humg mear the ramge so» thet they ecould Tiwer
up the fire if it became dull a2nd’ needed a Bit of z hreeze to get it going. mast of the
fire ranges were cleaned with tlackliead it was callled Zebo ar somethinmg 1ike that,,
The Wery Targe kettlles generaly used’ om the f:‘;‘reww‘z: also cleamed with the same stuff.



Nazerly =1l families had 2 rocking chair,

= » mothers Iowed to sit in them , put ﬁhei’eﬁ'%ld"rem
orr their Knee and rock them tor sleep.0lder folk,liked them tHo sit im end dream of their:
younger days,, awvakeming at meel time and compTeinimg sbout anything they could think of at
that A y» tHat trait is stiTl #2 anm oTd persoms priwilage handed down from gemeratiom
tor generatiom.. The wireless was beginnming to Become popular and the crazckling end

reculisr a~tm<§/.;pheric: sounds. could be Heard coming from the from¥ parloursof ome or two

of" the Yetter off Houselollds im the stireet. & Iittlle Ilater wett ba teri@s were used

for electrie power on wieh tor rum the wirelessesm;, thess batiferies or accumulators,.

had a2 Timited amount' of power them they needed charging up agein,, thts operation cost

six pemce amd took 2 whiTe to complete so ancther ome was Toanmed out at a priee
thereby giwing the mam in the shHap,, @ nice Lititle earmer.. Talking plectures were
begiming to ecatel: the imaginatiom of the people ,it made a Lig diffference to the:
outside the piature places,. Tong bBefore tHey opened the doors. One or twe rural
dwelTers stilT used carbide Tamps on thHeir eyeles, the dry eell batteries had not
penetrated the eouniryside Fust tkterr.,, and countri folle were wery aautious,, relying
om the tried anmd trusted ways Before meking any clange whatsoever. Farmers with
electriec lighting were deemed to Be wery fortunate, the Wig remote farms instalTed
generaters,, and also ¥&Es% Had the telephonme for business purpeses. Horses , feithful
uncomplaiming and relialtle were still Yeing worked om the farms and’ muck spreading
was done Yy man. I remfier ink heing intwodueced into schools,, with Tittle Holes
put into the desk for inkwells to fit im and them tHere was tHe inevitable ink
monitar im the class room,, getting the ink: powder,, mixing it with water, making a
terrikle mess and daleing it ocut, them you asked teacher for a nmew pen nih the one
you got, Being cross legged. Blacklird),, and Watermanm founmtaim pems Became very pupura-z;
ofter Being givem as prizes,, and presents. Persomsl items Iike faTse teeth ,made
of porclaim with a wulcenite base, was eIl wery well,, but rubber was gettimg scarce
so: am 2l ternative had' to te found, an acrilic Base was tried and' found to ke right
I understand that dentures are made of plastiec todzy.. Now take carrier bags,, simple
thick: Yrown peper onmes you oould buy them anywhere, nowadays,, there all rlastic omes
another thing ,, do- you see many shopping bmskets these days, I went to 2 super market
theather day,. just to count the slhopping tesketsbeing carried I counted just two. I
was talking to J o:sh“gt"ggggéﬂy,, Fe asked me if I remembered whenm ¥eths with Kot
and cold water v‘xli%{%fi;rst‘ put in as stamiard im Houses,, I had to tell him that I mewer
gawe it a thought Or when street Iighting was cltanged from Gas to Eleattieity,, amd
whem doubTe decker Buses replaced trams,, there is quite a Tot: that I Have completely
forgottem, thats bBecause I cant keep up with thechanges: todzy .they bappen sm fast and’
what is more,. the cltange doesnt Iast,, you just get used to thHe Iatest change and
everything changes: again,anybow, I said to Josk, I managed with a tinm Bath by the
fire im the kiteclenm, I also lliked' the Big porcla2im sink im the bBack kitchem it serwed

us im our lHouse wery well .awer the years and' oobody complaimed about it



j/ Scradder,
Boty,, Josk: and I,, were st’glli'ng along ocne éﬁ‘ﬁermmb, talking altout our spent
ohildhood,, & remark By Bok, momentarily Halted us: infour tracks,, Hesaid,whem I dTe, I
think T1T be bBurmed, what do they eall it cremated I think,, I tHoughtt the subject was »e
ratHer morkid and told Himr soy, e said well,, I heard somewhere that the cemetzys are
bat camr they do,, anyway,Il dont Tike graveyards tHey depress me.
two bob a Hundredweight Gag

getting owercrowded so W
To: change the subject I said, just imagine, coal used to be
anmd if you went for it yourseIf, you got itt threpence cheaper. Tknmow Josh said,,
that ecarpet im our framt room,, that Wiltom,were aonly five guineas,, its about,
mime foot By two foot six aor mayhe nine,, I forgett with,, and mrs: Walkers: has a
pemGEsgle revessableledroom earpet for the bedside ,, new from the shop in town
for six and eightpence. Ok welll Isaidjyou kmow our fromt room, its higger tHham most,
well, isaid ,I dont want to Boast but thats four yards By three amd it cust' eight
pounds tem Bramd mew,, I domtthink mum Boughtt ¥t alll those years ago to be walked’ om
T think: it was just to impress the neighbours.We ambled on watceling some ¥ids pleyimg
hHop scotal,, we Had a go ourselves meking 2 mess of it as usual,, But mewer mimd i%
Brought Baeck memories. Buscuiys ,were tw old pemnee & pound,, and om the market stalls,
a rabhit,, three pounds of carrots, thiree pounds of onions,, and fiwe pounds of potatoes,,
for as little as two sHillings. Cyeling ofifences were the maim duties: of the Tocal
poliice 2long with keeping am eye opem for Tost kids,and seeing that the pubs were closed
orr time,, & few youngsters were chased mow and agaim for playinmg footbslD in the street
THe Bolby Had a cloak wich He could teke of'f, twirl it abowe His Head and throw It
after someone runming away from h’im; andt ¥t would Tand wrapped around thHet persons
]Jegst, bringing them crashing to the ground,, mot many got away from them inm that situation
Yhe fashHionm was then,, pim striped suits,, triThy Hets or toaters im the summer, spats;
a ButtomHole, and the real dandys carried & walking cane with & fancy ‘t_:‘qu-.CrOtcod'iTe
shoes end handBags for the ladies and T mewer saw a Tady eating Whiﬂé”%gflging' in tHe
street. It wasnt unususl' to see airships im the sky im those days either, and
the passenger Tiners were steamships. The Tifeboats were manned by mem who hed to
row the bBeoets,and im bad weather it must Have heenz wery Hazardous. WE stopped for =2 -
while 1o speak to: the Hargreawvessom and his wi’-ﬁe‘whm'_ were sittingon the park bench
drinking tea from: a metal flask,, e'« thermos,, wich kept the drink: reasomably hot,.and T
moticed a Wrownie ecamera Ly t}iem',_f suggested that ome of us: took: their photograph:,
young misses: Hezgreawes agreed’ instantly tut asked us to be wery ecareful®,. because
it hed omly been tought =z week ago, we promised and duly took their picture, I Believe:
it turmed ouy grand. Reilwey statioms were grand affairs, wery busy,, with Targe miTk churns
. g¥ standing onm wooden bogeys waiting for the train,, Big brightTy painted chogolate machines
wich worked every time, you put two penmées in the sTot,a Bar of chHoeolate wrapped im
‘.‘sil'vver paperwas. rewealed whem you pulled the 1ittlTe drawer, you could al‘-rsqwei:glf yourself
for a pemny,and that chewing gum was awailable from machimes, I for ome wasnt struck
witH that stuff it made sutcH a mess sticking things up. 0iT Tamps on the trains were &ms:
vositioned aceording to the type of train it was,, far instance,, one lamp at the top of the
fronmt just belaw the stack meamt that it was a stopping traim ealling at ewery station

and Halt along the way, now one at each side over the ufferss would e am express
stopping at specified stops wich were announced by a stationworker. there were different
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Positions on the front of ezel lTocomotive, dend®ing thetype of treinitwas ,, sTow goods,,
express psraels,, the meil, and quite a2 few more assortedkinds.. the rzilweys were an
engineering marwvel,, Icould write & lot about them but then I would Ye missing
out om thHe othHer things tha?t %ﬁe chenged wieh I think people hawe not thought of.
WE#iree, Bob Josh and myself aften watehied the railway signal Tampman, going gtout his
work, he had a small Tadder with him and used it to rezch the metal ledders attatched
to" the larger signal gantries, he had with him also e big cen of Tamp oil, end
other things with wich to tTim the lemps,te would climb onto: the gantry, teke the
actual lTamp out from its Holder,Blow it out,, refillit , trim the wick, clean the
glassTens relight the Tamp end replace it back inte the Holder,, that done le would
repeat the performance along the gantry, atiending to each one in turn,, He hHed to
wateh out for thHe signelman raising or lawering the signall he was working onlbeceuse
ofupsetting the oil e&n or getting trapped in the wires. There was more hustle and bustTe
whHerr the Boat traim pulled into the statiom tham at any other time,, porters seurried
alomg the platfofm lTooking for Iikely passengers with plenty of Tuggage knowing tHat
their endestyamrs endezvours would be rewarded with a cash Hamdout.. Public houses
were plemtiful with practicaly each ome serwing their own Home hrewed aTle,, brewed
on the premises,. the basIm teken from the top of the beer,, was very good for clesring p#nc
pimpTes, a kind of young mers complaint, Bo® said it newer HeTlped Him whem He head tHem
now Josh omr the other Hand swore Yy it. I remember my old Tady, gawe me ¥rimstone
and treaale,. that cured me. Beer was zbout twopencehalfpenmmy a2 glass and it deperded
wich pulh you fregented as to wHat you got used to.. Iron Dukes were situated inm certeim
ideal parts of the town,, and far tle uninitiated, Iron dukes were winals,, so placed
that whemr walkimg homewzrd after a night of supping, you eould nip in and releave yourself
fbezLadies were few and far hetween I mean their toilets were, 1t bBeing said that they
didnt need them *thHe same. WHenever a dispute arose sbout the age of eertainm indiwiduals
The family Biblle would prawide tHe ansvere,lesides heing the HoTy Book as sucl, i¥
eontained dates of birth;christanings, confirmetions, deaths,. end of course weddings.
From thet knowledge we eould and did,work out the age of practicecely anyone out of the sir:
street. THere would be & JTock of Eeir,, some pressed flowers,a text ecazrd or two and
lots of 1ittle momemtoes alT reminding us. of something or someane from the past, yes,,
those Billes were the real History Books of our Tiwes. As the seazsons chenged, so did tHe
zctivities of the eHildren,in tHe streets were they played,, Hop Scoted would he replaced wi-
with .hHoop la, kiek the can By reliewe-co, shuttle-cock and bat clanged to skipping,.
s cﬁH;grve\roﬁlﬁgh%%“%pwggﬁl}calngo%’%a% tr%:gesl‘ggd to 2 lemp post .2 lomg rope mind you, and turn i't,,
EhwsliermeoatdlJowmuind fhem dmoghdrsdadtsdoorkip, allthe time singing a rHyme,, them,
K ¥ ~another ehild would joim imr them onotler and so on, if the rope was stopped
through someone missing a skip then that ehild Keld the rope and the whole thing was
repezted. thergwere other games played Iike leap frog and rounders, yo yos came tao be
popular for a while like top and whip, and so things mowed in gradual eircles ever

changing. Some Sunday nights, I would ke asked by eitHer Josh or Bobk to go to their
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H”ouseﬁfoT 2 sing song and something tos eat,. this ve normaly took turns with unTess

there was something special cropt upy, aIL the Houses in the street Had a front room,

tHe posh furniture and fittings were kept in there,it inwariably Had a piano im it
as welll.. Highly poliished, and some phntbgrapﬁs.stuck;on:top” musie If required,, was

stashed inside the piano stool Hut most people &that I knew{pTayed by ear and wamped.

therewould be ,Bobs ¢1%r sister,, His mothes,, Joshs auntie doreen &nd uncle george,.

altogether about‘nine’ﬁr ten of us. would gatlier round the piano and we would try and
harmonise, wewould carry on for am Wour or twothem we would have a bite to: eat and
wait for one or two: more friends %o pop in after their wisit to the 1oceTithen\ee
would get dowm to some cerious scandel mongering snd another song or two Yefare going
home. By the way, there was no need to Tock your house up in tHose days, for omne

thin g T dont tHink zny one Hed a Tot worth pineliing,, and for another, there were @
always neighbours watching out for each others. property.. Front parlour singing at
weekend,, was 2 usual thing them,, you could walk. along thHe street and lear peaple

singing}arﬂ_omer” thats: How I picked up mamy & ca tehy tune%n&’I stiTD know them to this

day.. The pubs had singing rqnmssaSuweEPiand'anyane could get up and give a2 turm
if they felt like it, there was rarely troutle inm or out of the pubs and Tandlords
always tried 1o =Sme welTcome members of tlhe community. Musieal instruments Hawve
changed over the years, take the Piznola, where has 1% got to,. the Farmonium,. the
melodian, thHe concertina, the-pedar.argan.and‘mtﬁer instruments,, its diffieult to
come across them today. The maypole dancing only appears once im & BTue. moorm,,
Jash telTls me that Tomes or nick—nacks are not played amymore and’ spoons. along with
mouth—organs and pemmny whistles are’'nt heard any moTe. &t one time you could buy
1nngewagstgpers from +re corner shop wich were used’ for lighting gas méntles,
novedeys, the crly thing youlll be likely t get is a blank stare . A1T front rooms
or pgrlours,, had a Towely fronted open coel fire,, complete with surround and the
mentlepiece over the top. photos of the femily and relatioms gazed down at you
while metches, and & clack. that chimed,, had’ their alTotted places om show as well.
A fireside rugehand made,, andebeautifully designed ome a¥ thaty,, Tay im fromt of

tihé:f?thygegﬁé‘f
the fire,.
on it that was tied with tapes. to keep it from slipping off was placed om ore side,

t . .
on the other was 2 deep armchair With en amimecasssar draped on it,, nearly alweys
2 lovely white one with some embroidery sewn in. & gat® Teg table stood in the centre
of the room wich wes carpeted and you wiped your feet before entering, there was:

thick velvet cloth onthe table 2 brown or green ane and i#t Had tassels hezgging raund;

4]

flowers in a fancy wase dominated the centre of the table, and rush bottomed cieiTs
were placed roumd It. againgt the wall opposite the fireplace stood a combimed
sideboard and cabimet,. the cabinet Hed glass doors and drinking glasses: of different
shapes and sizes could he seen imside as wellas a glass cake stand and bottle or
two> of spirits.. In & corner of tHis room was placed a wlhat —not, all glass

fronted and gless shelwes as welTj there were nick macks and’ figurires snd Yest

chine displeyed for allto see and standing inm front of the window,, what el .
» Wizt else but

the piano with a stool and on tops another wase of flowers..
v A the pismo T mesn).



¥ost of the houses in the street Hed laece curtains at the front windows and blinds
for pulling down at nighttime or as & mark of respect when a Lereawement oecured.
T Heve mentionmed about the toiTets wiehh were in: the back yard, they were the flush type
But im the rural distriets ,, buckets were used and once & week: ,, couneil memr wemrt round
zt might to empty them and’ take the load to: the sewerage plant, omr ome ocrasiom,
a2 mam employed on that partieullar jobv ,, trapped his: finger om & bucket, He coursed
shHooks His. Hand' them stuck His finger imty His mouth,, forgetting what He was
dealing with, his mates laughed and off He ram to wash His mouth out with earbolie
If you were unfortunate encugh to be ewieted ,, the workHouse was the next stop,,
thHose places had mot changed sinmee dickens time,, you were senarated from your wife
and children and this realy did hHappen from time to time becesuse of the tied cottage
system operating intlose days. the working navwvy,, fared little better,. Todging
houses were not the clesnest or hest of pleces to rest for the night, btut as they
said then,, any port in & storm. Life was & Battle but we fought the good fight and
surviwed, we had to make our ownamusment  and organised our owm Yelsure actiwities,.
Nowadays,, its ,Dont do: this thats not good for you ,your mot arowe&'watnﬁ<tﬁat;yau
must,. you mustmot, you will Have to wait flor this thet and the other, rules,, reguletionas
directives, conditioms, I think thet people are beimg paid’ to think cut obstacles:
amiregul'ations just to: keep us agoeupied sigminmg forms andmeking things as complicated
as possiiile so that weare keptumder the heel of officialldom amd bureaucragy.
My friends and T oftem wateifed our Towal football team,, the metcles were well
patromised with feelings often rumming High but there was: no wiolence and the
languagewas newvwer obscene, crowds were well behaved and’ dispersed’ quietly after the
matali.. There were no: parking meters or yellaw Iines,, no traffie Iights amd tramears: renm
pretty frequently. Traffic wardens, aone way streets and the roundab&uﬁ'came with
fphe TolTing tide of motorisatiom,, electrificatiomn, modernisatiom,and fast food. ﬁggggp
At one time a2 chiTd ecould %e smacked amd chestised,, for being mauglity, but today you
emdorse the rulees forced upom us by the powers that be,, Tet them rum riot,, get away
withé being downright rude and cheeky,. then when they get oIder they gresduateinto
yobbos and muggers.Respect for slder people is mow officialy gone £longwith menners
end qurtesy. Whilst weiting one day far Zobk to get wesHed znd changed,, Josh, whko was
with me at the time,. complzined about his buttons on his trousers always couming off
at an awkwerd moement, I s&aid to Him,, weIi'get some bulldog buttons on ,, go to the
cormer shop and Buy 2 card now,, while we are waiting ,. it only tekes & minmute or two
to> put them: om,, good idea He said I never tHought of that. 0£f He went,;purchased the
necessary‘sripped‘fn¢a>B@hs doorway andput them iIm place, just them Bolemerged),
whets going onm he demanded,, off I was putting some: tulldag buttons: on my pants Jost said
welll Bok replied you might Hawe come iIm att Least, cos what if same mosey parker saw
you 1like ol'd misses Yurns, she’ s. 2lways peeping through: Ber curtains ,ilwe watated
them mowing many a time the ndisey old dewdil,, I said' well at Ieast Boly, you wont gett
anytody goimg im as should’/nt,, anyhow, Tets getl going. It wes earlly Saturday afternocom,

Josh had to go into: town too pick up some new tibe and” brace oweralls for work.
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We saunterd inm&ntawn” @rosssd the roed past a eouple of waiting tramcars, and walked

round & Horse and cart bBeimg Toeded with donkey stomes,loxes of dolly bluee and firelighter

anmd omtoy the pavement. people were ewerywhere,, comming end’ going about their Business

Josh entered am old estatl'ished drapers, asked' the womanm teHlind the counter to Tet Him
see some Bi% end Brece,, she knmew exactlly what: e wanted,, opemed & sTiding cupboard took:
three pairs from a shelf snd Hznded them: to Josl, is them what' your Iooking for young menm
she said,. they:1l do answered Jash , what size do you think: I!11 Be asked’ JOsk well now

let me see she said try them for size and’ handed Josh apair Josh put them up against

His Hody ,a Bit big tHese missus He said ,, yes i know tut you must alow for shrinking

if tHere not right bring em bBack and we'll clange em for you si#d she,, right them wrap
em up missus am I‘1ltake em. Josh paid' thHe Tady and out: we wemt.Now Tets see ,Bob

said,, hawe we toc hawe a loal round while we are: Here, why nott ,I repﬂibd}an&'atithe

same timg,,we‘ll get one of them new flanglled saftey razers, amd some hair aream as well

chipped im Josh. I+we mearly rum out, the items were purciftased’ and we wended cur way Back

to my House. Mum Had put a good spread om for us and’ asked me if I Had' got my doorkey,,

I said T had and not to wait up Bec2use we were going tw a Barm dance that didnt start tiT
Pate'But vwe might goo arr the market first, to see the boxing. After Helping to eTear away
emd wash the dishes,, we set ofiff towards the market. Om thHe way, we @zlTed im a2t the
ecormer sHop, Misses Heap sold ewerything exeept: the kitohem sink, Carters TittTe Iiwer pi

pills, SToens limament, Wintergreen For chapped skiw,, Gob stoppers,, uncle Joes,minmt Balls

home made treacle toffee,, dally mixtures, sherbert with 2 spanish stuek im the top
gnd whem you sucked up the pawder went right up your nose,, she samd"sagééffﬁarsaparilla
wine gums,and sticks of Ticoriece Tike twigs and whenthey were clhewed tﬁeyhéd'a eertaim
flawour I can’'t descrile, youw could alse btuy, jelly bebies,. and caramel toffee,.if you
Bought a2 whole sTzb you got a TittTe metal Hemmer with wich to: Breek it .That shop
was a 1little gold mine,but they were far from skinny,theywere zlweys the first to give %
to. cherity,, end never forgot the eHildrens party at aliristmss time or any street perty

thet might @rop up. ne of my vacurite,welks’tbak:me past the place where heer berrels -
were made ,I loved to. wetch tHe coopers ringing the barrels end the speed et wiah they work

The farrier weas fa%inatingto~watcﬁ ss well, the wey those big shire lhorses and the iy
Cly@%delés sorpIacig endéd patient weiting there to Ye shod and what megnificent
Easter Mondays were spent on tHe parks, deneing round the band stand znd Hewing fun
watching the younger generstiom egg rolling and getting Tost or messing thHemselwes
their mothers so emBemrgssed =ndwomdering where the nezrest toilets were,I felt sorry
for them.The three of us wendered ower to the river benk to wateh the anties of tHe
Tads im the boats with their girl friemds and making fools of tHemselwes , ome mimute

glidinmg slong, the nex? spluttering im the water asking to be pulled ashHore sosking wet
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Ome evening, the three of us were meandering round the streets killing time, Bob stovped,.
listen He said, someb®dys getting some stiek,, we Tistened,, sure enough some one’s Taying
the lew down, T711 bet its thHst new eopper,. Josh stearted walking & 1little fester,
let’s find out whats going con He szid. we ecerried on to. the end of the block,, turned the
corner into a2 side sireet ilen stopped,, there He wes the lew,, in a2llliis splendour shouting
and beating the air with Kis painted fingure in front of e group of scentily elad kids,
they looked scered and wented to esecepe from His tirade of threats but He Held them

there inm his sight and we could see, he wes enjoying it. It turmed out thet they Hed

Yeem playing,. kieck the can,, not football wich was forbiddem. Instead of first of 21T
getting to know the leds, He just Yerrated them and told tHem thet He was the Taw round

had letter kngw it,, thHey would do &s He szid,, and like it. The young

here and they d
constable had his bzck to us and did’nt see us,, His bByke was leant against & Tamp vpost
and Josh put His hand to khis lips and motioned to the lTads to keep Bim taTking, we
quietly wheeled his byke out of sight just Back: round the ecorner and ssipped it up e
nearby lobby closing the docr om it. We took: ourselves off walking quiekly , zfter o
short wkiTe, we turned back znd#& strolled towercs where we first saw the policemen,, a
couple of kids were still with him,, they knew the score, anywey, thHe policeman was
wery uvset, it seemed thet some lousy dewil had pinched His byke. HWe approached us
and esked us if wef’d seen a big black byke with Tamps on and a carrier on the hack.
Noy we said but we were always willing ta: Help the law,, How om earth did" you come to> loos:
it we zsked, ehhe said I eeught ycunglbuggers pleying footbalT, and glanced towerds the two
Tads,Did you teke tHeir belIl, Bol zsked, no, they had & cem,, In thet case I czid they
might lHrwe Yeen pIeying kick the ccn,, there is e difference you know, mo difference
to- me, Josh seid tHe sargent nmever bothered them before, I‘m not the sargent He snepped
I'm o this petch so watcH it. B ob was getting 2 Tittle fed up with the copper:s
attitude, He se2id well,if you went to get on round these perts, you might went & Bre
or shelter ,or meybe want & pee,, well, thHeres plenty of Houses that would welcome you
But you'll Hewve to chenge your sttitude otherwise it ezan Ye extremely trying for you
round these parts, toomeny dark alleys and Temps nmot 1it,, I hope you understand, we're
mot threateming,, only trying tos help and, Before you say anctlher word, Tets all get
looking for your byke before sergent Butler starts on hid rounds. The policemam Tooked
a 1ittle worried a2t +the reminder 2bout sergant butler, T guess your tight He s
enyhow I want some mztes round Here ecos as you say you never know. At that ,one of
the youngsters szid that he remheﬁigeeing & man withl & big bleckbyke dut it wes when

mister =oclicemrn wees s

&)
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uting,. I wetched Him he might Have %id it 4o rnick it up Tster
&9 i

I

I know,, said Bol,, Tets 211 sgrecd out and lock in ewery 1lokdby and corner we cen, you
never know it might turn up. We split ur &nd wendered into the sireet where the hyke wes
hiddem,. eventualy we sent one of the kide into tWe Tobby where tHe Byke was
out he czme im triumph,, is this it sir, csked the boy , Iets have a look =t it ,I
and everythings right on it theank Gadithe thenkful seuffer’s fece Tit up. Josh ever
one tosiez en opportunity said, now constable, just in time before sergent PutTer
comes,. I think the l1ittle chap deserwes & reward dont you. Witha grunt,. the policemen

put his hend in his pocket and forked out ¢ penny esch and gawe one each to the boys.
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Just remember lads,, no: footbBellle said as He rade away. Jash turnedto Bok and' said),,
Better ask: your dad’ to: hawve & quiett word with sergent Butler tor telI that copper,, not

toBe so eager bBefore He gets Himself in Tumber round our end,. Bobsdad end sergent
ButTer were in the same Todge. Ome day, there wes & knock on our door, I opened it

stood facing me was & smiling ,fat,little tinker,, and & good cday to you sir He said,,
any pote, pene or kettles to mend,. broken umbrellas ta fix,I do them all end dont
cherge the ecrtlimister. Mum, Ishouted,, you know that spud pen you wented mendin,
ean thet gemp. I fetchsd you from wigean,. well,® he’s ere now, mum trotted to the door
Just heng on & minute ,I71T go &and feteh them she said esfter weigling him up, off
she went returming 2 couple of minutes Iater with tHe articles needing repair,I ‘1l
give you helf & crown to mend them both she seid,, done He said, le took them and
returned within tde hour with both pot and gamp mended. Mum was pleased,, sle gawe Him
a pint of sergent major tea and a Targe sTah of cake wich he accepted with thsnks,,
whemr He Had Handed mum the pint mug back she paid the msn: and’ after thamking Uer
he promised ta returm im about’ six momths,, them off He wemt whistlinmg. Josh came
round a few days Teterwith a smzlT Hand mede eart wich was realy a set of pram wheels witi
a wopdem Box fastened to it,. im the hox He Had put a eouple of shovels and anr old’ stifff
Brush.. C ome am He szid,, we:we got three fumerals to go to He szid,. dads runming
shortomr his alottment,, I understoodal right, we were gaingvcud&ymucking”( sHoweling
horse droppings: into the czrt them taking it om to the alottmemt. THe first was at
szint Marks, that was Jjust round’ tife eorner,. there werepeople Im Glack,. gettimg imto the
garrisages: Behind the learse,, four Im all so we hHad to wait untill they meved off Yefore
we could bYeginm, ewemtualy they mowed away ,we collected about Half a ecartload then
proveeded to saint Judes parisk church,, their funeral had’ beend and gomeso we brushed
up the manure that was Taying there and by them we Hed mearIly a cart fulT.Om the way
to the mext place it being a flair walk we dropped’ Tucky, the dray mem had® just deliwere
2z loed of Hops to a Big tawerm amd had drapped quite 2 pile im the road so we picked it
up and the ecart wess Brimmimg full. Iv took us twenty—fiwe mimutes to get to the alottmen
and unload it, Josh's dad offered us money, this was instantly refused ,. well,. what ere

~
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mates for. When I got.back Homg, it wes, dont you 2cre come in here ciinking, i

\\Q

through the Tob¥y into the Yook yerd T/11 put tHe beth ready, sad throw sometling
over the Tine to. Hide you, you can come in when youéve cleaned up and got fresh
clothes on, and dont forget to rince the ¥ath out when you!wvedone and Heng it Back up.
There was no- arguéing with mum, she was the boss in Her own: domain andhad earned thz¥
right. Gettimg up on' Moncey morring Tighting the fire putting the boiler cn, rolling
out the dolTy tul, getting the passer, the mangle Had to. be wheeled in from the yazrd,
themr she got the washing sada, dolly blue, the serubbing board end the whHite winsor
Ylaoeck of sozp. It took eITl day to do the washing then she wouId put the sheets om the 1@«
Tine to giwe them a good Blow,. then the cieling rack would be Towered in the kitclien
thHat was FilTed and the two alothes maidens would ke filled.. Besides all tHat qur mezls
were alweys. ready am time, and’ the washing up dome the House was: always elean and tidy

Now and thHem I d4id the errands for her and whem possiBle turmed’ the mangle for Her,
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Teusdsy was iroming day, Mum used tlhe kitchenr table to ironm om,, 2m old thick: Blanket was
folded to £it tHe taBle top them am old seett put ower thet,. both these items Had to be
cleamr so: tHet washed clothes were not soiled again.. The ironm was big and’ f@irly Heawy,,
it was hollow aznd there was & shutter om the end that eould be raised and’ lowered
there were two metal flat ingots,, shepedt o fit inside the smoothing irom wich were
placed im the fire so that they weee red hot ,, one it imto the holTow part , the
shutter was closed and after a short whille thHe iram Yeeame hot enough to use,, whem
it went cool it was tekenm out and the second one ineerted and the first one put back im
the firg, this method was renected untilTl 2I1 the ironming wes compleated, I must

the linen wss first pleced into & bowl of stareh so thit when ironed It became

o

rather stiff end swmoo there was a knaek to. this &nd only an experienced person

ot

th.
Ti%e mum could obtezin the hest results. Yum wrg & very proud womsnand liked nothing
Yetter thanto see Her menfolk dressed well and smartly turned out, with &s she put it
the menners to: mabel, ¥y mum woulc never &argue with us,. slie would giwe you a fourpenny
ome first and if +het didnt cure you the rolling pinm would,. she would not tolerzbe foul
t21 in the houge =nd enswering bsck to. your elders wés Jjust not on in front of her.
Leter in life, mums eyesight got poar so she up and bought e pelr of specs from tde
townstore she mensged guite well with thHem or so she said. WHen ded ceme Home from
the forge,. he would freshen up, Have His tez ,. take & few minuz%é rest then He would
pick‘up‘His chewing tobacco from the mentle piece, get @ bit of brres out end go to His

locel for & jer or two &nd
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home, =it by the fire znd Lcve ussin
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domestic effairs then he would reti

L}

e to Liz bed. his locel was & typical working
men<s pub with sazwdust on the floor, spitoons or ecuspidors laying cbout the floor znd =
¥rsss reil surrounding the btar about a foot off the floor to put one foot” or both If
you were sat om a Bar stool,. now, the rightful place for the ecuspidors was helind tHat
rail to» proteat them from being knocked ower.. Om the way home from work ome day,i amme
sgcross fiwe or six women with their chéIdrea standing round & steam engine wich wes
standing omw tHe road, a:“;iised attached to the engime was a Targe kind of wat,it had
a fire under in z cradle fumes were BiTTowing out of the wat, the children were
eneouraged to inhele these fumes ( melting ter) to Benefit them , it seemed thet they
Had or had had ‘hooping cougHend it wes believed that ter fumes 1inkeled, relieved tlem
gomewhat .this perticulk:r afflietion wes &s bed &s Diphtheris,. both & scourge on
our socgiety,, eanda wast nuaber of cesualties et eccl epidemiw, caused elerm. and despair
i our community. Cigarette cerds were the means of stimulating boy's intres¥ im so
very meny subijeats,. If you could name it,. you could fimd It oma cigarette card,. a
aoloured picture on tHe fromt and the nemessary informationm om the rawerse side. THey
were issued imseries of £ifty eerds to a set. Im the posh ecigarettes, silk flags: of 2IT ae
netions were found,, regimental badgesand that type of thing wes alsow dome Im silk,, I
would like to get my Hands om some today. Boys eallected oIl sorts of differemt things
I colleated rezl cep hbadges, and fastemed them to & broad leather helt that I Had
swopped a top and whip for, now I often womdered whatr Happenmed to that artiele..
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My friends and I, would go up into my bedroom om a wet day after schooll and' pTay with
some of my toy sol’dl'ners enda Big Home made fort Thad,, whem we goit Bored y» We wauld get
the cigarette cards: out amd bBuild pyramids with them,, towards tea time, mm: would
shaut upstirs,. Bobby,, pshua,dd» your mothers kmow where you are,, If not, mip Home and
tell them Before tHey come Toakime for you. Peter, (that is my, name,. ) what do you want fotf
your tea,. dov you want a drippimg tutty or, some rolly polly Teft from dinmer y OO mum,
thanks tut same treacle tart if theres any Ieft, anmd mum,, yes Peter, cam I Hawe some
Perri-winklles later,, we'llsee som we’ Il see whem your dad gets: home,, znd’ that was the way of
it.. I I happened to- dewelope 2 cough, I was dsmwed dosed with rasplerry vinagar o e
Seots emulsiom,, I didvnt nmind’ that att all hecause they were not bed to take and T wss:}
& pieae of chocolete afterwards. There were mamy tricks we would play om people who were
im our eyes; snotitrish,, you eould él-lway;.s. tell tite mem who worked' im offices,, they all
ware suits with draim pipe trousers; towler }:tats‘ amd’ carried satehels or small ceses
held Betweem the Hamdlle— hars am their bykes, they we@ rade past with their moses im the
gir amd if we were pleying im the roadway they would shoutt at us whHiTe ringing their Bell
shifftyou little brats. We encouraged them to ride downm ancther street simpTy by plecing
twe rows of felt nails asboutsix inclhies goart aom the road them rum and Hide and wait and’
wat'c‘h‘,,‘. amam aproaciies,, shouts at some kids further up the street tlfem?@yclles towards ocur
part of the street,then it Happens,, PoP ypFlump,, fllat tyres ol whzt a2 sheme and” Wim Tate
for work: as well,, his: boss wont' like 11;; t‘i'ﬂ? he should look: where Heis going, serwe Him
right. That was ome back: for the street,, teach them a Iessom. triecks Tike that: were
qggg&fdr extreme eases athers got of Td Iightly by Hawingtoc: negotiate small obsticles
FEE for instance, 2 cardboard Box or eans of water placed Here and there. There was
ore Yzd tempersd chap who wisited the pub at the bottom of our street, He would
curse znd swear at any youngsters who Happened to be playing oum the pavement in hig
neth, Cne an,, we posted Tads up the street to wated out for him ecoming for His

pint, whemw we got the tip, 2 load of merbles were placed im the doorway of the pul
o
ey PF

then off we went +to hide =nd wateh. Sure cnoughl, up comes tHe men s'lxldin elong
plonked his feet on the merbles and dived into pub head firs¥, then we Heard suchk &
clatter and off we scarpered,, we all kept out of His way for e bhit after thath 2 women who
liwed in:our street didnt like childram playing near Her fromt door, the kids then
useﬁtkﬁe;é-swapiece of siring to ler door handle then ante the next dcmr/' them kncmk’j’
the opemr mext dooxr would shut with a bang when: tHe womam opemed Her d"o:mr, then, Her
nmext door neightour wouldstart matterimg sboutt noisey meighbours them am arguement
dewelaped,, the kids would loek: am and Taugh T'ike BilTyo and ke Happyshe washeing
Blamed, how wery naughtiy of them. Young Freddy Sosmes got ame ower om Josh ame time,.
he knew very welll tiet wiRpEESSmigaciiys Josh did some jols om tfe side to meke = Buk or two
flor himself,so,Fred told Jash that misses Barns of twemty ome duke street,, wanted hiim/
tor see him about a job.. Off wentt JOshk to the kouse,, takéng with Him what he thought
might Be required,. he knocked am the iadys doeor,she agpermed it,, HelTo she said,, eome im,

the lady was an evangelist, and HoTding = meet’i‘né in her House right them, Josh was

fleberghasted, well He said, I'lleconme beoak. later ke said, ol no sHe said you must ecome
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Im, T know you Josh Wilkinson,, your & good ginger znd we need samebody us cen cing, now
come on led znd give us the benefit of your voiee. Poor Joeh, there he was ,,» Standing
with a Buneh of bible bashers and singingfrom songs of praise Whire misses barns of twenty
one Duke street played Her coneertina,, Oi happy band of pilgrims.
say the leest. He knew i
Be lived about o
take the mickybu

the score did our
ag a little upset to

i=d'nt been wed long
thzt Fred Hed’'nt been ¥ )

i zo but inclined to
a nice chap but in¢

1T way up

WhenﬂJosh’emergeda he w ¢ ‘ .
Tosh yes sir. it heppened t f£ol us &3
+ t as ourselves,.
the same Siree
ewery opportunity,, Josh asked his boss &t work if He could finish early one fuesdey,
s0,with permission,, Joskh nipped home, got his zunt doreen to write & note for fred,
asking him. to go: round tor His mother who wanted him tblook et som furniture with her
right after work before the shiops shut. Now freds mother liwed a distance away om the
ather side of town,. that left the coast clear for Josh who kmew Freds wife quite well
£t tes time JosH knoeked om freds door,. out came Wis wife, after greeting Her,. He
told Her that Fred had to: nip to his matherts to look: at some furniture hefore the
shops shut, he'd hawe his tea at his mothers and rathier tHan it spoil He asked Josh

who knew her to convey tlhe messzge znd he could if he wented Heove His tez. Ofeonurse
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Josh come in, its Jjust abou
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ready, sit yourself down end tuck in . Josh just did thet,
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T think thet Josh wes sati d after thet ,honour restored znd & thet. Now &an
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Josh would be passing house were someone he didnt like Iived, if that persons cycle was
leant =agzinst the front perlour windowsiTI, He would unserew the vale on the tack tyre

and let most of the air out and say, that’lkeep him Rappy, that was Josh 2all over.

He didnt like the tzlly ma?§0this byke was one that got the treaztment,, then,. He reckoned t*
thzt policemens bykes were fair geme amd if a eerter left his Horse znd cert cutside 2 pL
puly,. and Josh got the cliznce, He would gently unbook: rhe Horse and lead it tothe mext
pulr wich was mewer far away and tie it to the lzmp post cutside, he would say ,thatr T

teach him: to sup and Yeawe the poor Horse outside. We stood wateling menm leying wooden
blocks dowmr by the townm halT one day, the three of us,, the Bloecks were im place of cobhles
T must say,they were nice and smooth to welk on and the wegons were z gd¥ot gquieter

when going over them, Thic Bob ohject:

il JEr

o

¢ most strongly,tecazuse he said, thHey should hewe

¢

ey
o

the town hell. He hed g right barney with one of +tHe officiszls who tHrectened to caITl o

olicemen, Pob stuck his ground candwhen the offieiel promized to. bring the metter up 2+ the
P s 1%

mext aouncil meeting,, 2o calmed down znd told tEe officiel not to forget as he(2obh)
b4 .

would be wetching closely. We went to have some fun et = politicsl meeting one nighv,
eny perticuler siBeof politics didnt matter to us, we just went,as others did to hawve

¢ leugh,, the meeting wes under way when we trooped inm , the platform was occupied

by three or four middle aged gentlemen, one was on his feet letting it Be known that

he hed Beem to Indie, dustralisz,, Cenade, milgaria,, = Woice from the middTe of the HalT

szid, 1111 61T tho whet mete, thes bin ¢ bloody long Ta Ta, 2t that the sudience Burst

out leaughing,, enotler voice shouted,, tha wants tu get back on thi Ta ™= 5, v&lT,, that was
2 f there cretty quick,, btecause we lhad promised our parents we would at

get 1nto arguements about politics =nd we didnt. Bob, was asked if could peint = Brezsd

vwen for the locel bekerznd peint the lettering on,, it was getting neer to the prosessions
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Tse Bak lad am ‘ i
axer Had an empty sHed wich He could use and, ke would Buy the paint and oth tu
: aother stuff

needed, if Bob would do» it. Bolr was a House painterbut, He said he would give it & go

He would dor it im His spair time, and at weekends. W pgked Josh and me to Helpﬁhim,"

The wan was literaly taken apart,the shafts;

Wheels, doors, the shelwes from inside snd everthing possible. First job was elesning

and stripping the old peint off then, rubbing down and smootHing the woodwork. thet
took. us nearly a fortnightthen,Bob begen peinting, he certainly wasg gaod at Hi's: joby,
this was His first coach peinting job so He wented to be sure and make a rezl effort.
T+ was @ challenge to; Him thet He couldnt turn down and tle number of coats of paint
(no spraying then) well, I stopped counting then ,tle varnish, eozt upon cozt, it was
never ending,, I only know thiet my finger ends were red raw with: rudbing,. rubling and m

cgentle rubBingbut,, when the jol was completed,. oh,, what a transformation,.

JosH asked his dad for a load of spools or caps of ecotton for dusters, they were shaped’
Tike topedoes,, about six or sewen inches Iong, fisst,, 2 smallstucks im the Bottom was
extracted, them yougm pulled the end! off and  kept Hold off it ,makinmg cireular

motions with your hend still Rolding the cottom eop Im your ather Hend and’ sTippimg itt
off, 2 little at a time untill the whole cop had’ umwinded then in your Hend you would' ¥
have a2 mice clean fluffy soft duster. these were a godsend beczuse we needed thet meny
of them. Waxing was the next step ,after weiting untilTl the varnish was dry properly
The reszl wax was used ,nane of those substitutes, it Had Yo be the real meeoy, now
thet sorted thHe men from the boys,, talk shout Hard work and getting it just right,
Tt took. us two wholé days to. fimish the Jjob properly but, when you stoad back and
looked 2t it , it was ouy of this world,, & resl bobby dazler. The beker was over the moon
Fe Brought His femily znd a lot of his friends to see it',, He was so. mowed that he gsve
Pok an extra fiwer =nd insisted thHat LHe took it,, end Bohl, thHe loock in His eyes said It
all,, he was the proudest men: ever but He said ,although it was realy a work of art,,
it was much eesier By fer peinting Houses. After the WHIt Mondey processions,. we clweys
wemt to the fzirT wich wes Held d&n the merket squere. there were the usuel etells ,
hoopla, derts,, the rifle renge,, the coccd nut shies where we zlways came away with
& coco nut. The large swing boats known ta us as fIying mary annes, thed went Higher
than & kite,never faeiled to. méke some people sick, they newer learmn,, and' the bumping
gars wich were new attracted a lot of customers, we saom tired af thet noise and smelT
so: we would wender off towards the canal and wetch the Barges of ecoal going By being
towed by ¢ very slow gilated horse, the bargeeSwife singing and playing an accordion
or using stromg language to Her supposedly nor good husband. Those things stiek in. the
mind just as the swans do, the way they glide along looking from side tor side tHen
it was hesd dawn 2nd Bottoms up searching for anything edi®Ble in the cznal' . In tHe
agricultural districts Jjust before chiistmes, I think the term Is MicHeaTmes, the farm
hands all arround that distriet, gathered for what was termed swearing in day.
The fzrmers would meet and discuss Biring termswith the Hends for the next yegn,, when
a Bargain was struck, a farm hHand would be bound for a year to that partieular farmer.

Of eourse,, word went round who was good' to work: for and: liwe with and’ who wsa dEffieault
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My Awnt Daisy Tiwed imtheeountry,, I decided Mtowisit. My friends Bob and Joshy, accompanﬁ%
me for the ride, we were Wwery much togetler during our youth, our motto being, share and
stisve zlike. The cottage wher® ste liwed was Built of wamd and stome and supported a2
thatchied roaf that ower hung the: house so much that it mearly toucted the ground.
As we rode round @ bend im the narrow lane,, the postmam past us om His Byke, I noticed
thHet he had 2 Bbumdle of rhubarb” wrepped im newspeper sticking out of his front
carrier. ﬁunt3£§ Kzd some meil,. I scid,. at t¥e t moement, the cottzge came into wiew.
Nothing more wes said till we reacbed her front gete,, bBeczuse ler geese were creating
such z noise. We passed thirough the gate, dodged a couple of apple trees,. skirted passed
the czckling geesegnd just &s we arrived at the front door,, it opened and my aunt
stood there. SHe uwas smiling & welcome,. quite delighited to see us and inwited us inm.
The cottage stood in its own plot of lend,, there were latticed windows, that could
Ye shut and bolted et night,, anc #He front door was of thiek solid oask with a thick
round twisted Blaek . iron Handle. Her sitting room: wgs® a delight to beHold, with trinkets
figurines and niak nacks dotted arround ,, & big rocking cheir was to> the rlght of the
fiireside just om the edge of the hearth rug, om it 2 well worm: cushlonnn’dhch hee
Farred ezt slept. A log Eire was burning in the grate,the copper kettle was
om and we were motiomed to: sit down on the cHaise-longue,, szﬂggﬁﬁgg% went too bring
some real coumtry fare for us to> eat. The clieese came from: the farm. mext door,. so did
the ham she gawe us, tham, home made lemon cHeese followedwhith apple pie and real
cream.. We ate & heerty mecl end thenked my sunt for 2 spTended mezl then offered
our serwices for washing up But she would have none of it end told us to be still.
On her return to. her sitting roomy, she zsked zbout the femily and How I was getting
on 2t work, I replied tHet T wes enjoying my work,, T Had' a good hoss and would soon
Be a propper fully fledged bricklayer with just a few more months to go tilT “fwas
twenty one, &nd come of ege. ¥y aunt wés plessed as punch and told me to remember to
visit her as soon as I could when I was of age,, and not to forget to. bring Boh and
Josh along,. she saiﬂ that she hsd sometliing specigl lined up fér tHen. Dusk was
nearing and we wanted to start back so we first of all took twor metal buckets into her
gardeg=downto her well, took the large woolerr peil with the rope attatched, drew hews
fresh weter for her, and put the £i1Tled buckets down beside the sink. Josh, noticed
thet she hed a Broken pump on Her sink, he zsked my aunt if he could tcke it and
get it repeired,. Auntde said, if you can repair that,, yodll Be a good un, well,said
Josh,. If I cant,, hen nobody ean. We tokk. it away with us on our departure,, & piece
of it on eazch of our carriers om our cycles.. We thenked Auntie agein,waved goolbye
and rode home,but not Yefope funt Hed made &z nice pareel up for mume When we got haek
to' our street,, Boly stopped, he asked me if my dad comld’ meke a mew part for auntgzs
water pump,. I dont kmow,I answered, huﬂ,fhl eertainly ask Him and) iff its not possitile,,
T willtry and Buy a new par?d myself. Thats fline, said Fob anmd whem its pu¥ back: togetier
1'11 personalﬁy dodit up and paintl ite Joshk saidy v&es.and i will Heve It workinmg properly
and lets: hawe it Beek as soom: as we: CAN,, I domt like tu:thlnk:oﬂ your Aurnt)é carrying
water like that,, its mot good enough.. I themced them Both and’ off we went" Home..
I tazakled dad, the next day, he told me to leawe It with Him, He came backm home that
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Same might with the part im perfect conditiom. I asked’ him about the costh, vt‘h'e;‘ cost son,
He said, the cost,, mot family som mever féimily,, Itm glad to d'oa‘li‘t for Her ,. she‘s worth
it. som and don't foreget it,. right som, yes and thankyou dad,, @h,, glad you Brought i"t“"
“T owe your esunt son, she“s done & meny & good turnm in the past so let that Be the end c¢
of it. I took the pert to. Josh that same night,, e was surprised to get it so soon,,
thats a good do ,. I‘ll get crecking on it now, so both of 8S went to Joshis where He hed ¢
¢ smgll shed built in his yard, Ke Hed thHe +thing inm bPits end did tHis end that with
i’ci them,, he asked me to: Help toy put it together, after a struggle,, it was assembled,,
how czn we try it T asked, thafs easy said Josl,, ;vwe‘ll take it to» the pub and ask.
Joe, Qé the Irndlord) to lend us an open berrel,, he. w:ﬂ"I ecos le owes me =& feawour,.
the leddYord, duly obliged,, we Humped the pump down the eellar, filled = ?&*;ﬁ with
clean weter and inserted the pump,, We yanked the Handle,, nothing happened,, I looked
glum, oh dont fret so, said Josh,, its my stupid fault,, I forgot to. prime it,, silly
of 'me, he poured water down it , yanked the lanle and Hey prestoy weter came out elright,
all over me, drenching me and the floor. Josh Taughed,, you wont need a wash now Pete,
2t leest you can show Bob it works,, we botd of us lzughed, clezned up the spilled water,,
thanked the landlord,, emptied the water from his barrel and Humped the thHing to Bobs: ..
Bob couldintbeliewe it,, so: soonm, he seid,, and why not, asked JosH,, you know us Bol, whten

we set our minds to: it¥,things mowe and quick,, Your telling me, replied EBob,, Gemf‘,,

he called, get your things ocut of the sHed y- I’ mgoing to use iy rightt now. young
geof’ scampered off and took his bits and pieces out of the shed;f%HaHKS'gemf3Qgg seid,,
when Tlve done this job, you cam use it egain,, righto said geof and off he went to
pley. Come on you two, dont keep & good man waiting, thHeres lots to. do and you €en
start now, Zol seid, JosH, strip it down , lets dry it off yand start rubbing it down..
The job took us & couple of days to rul down,. then Bok put some filler on. it,, that
had to be rubbed down with wet &znd dry, when it wag smooth enougH for BoE,, He put 2
flet coat of peint on , gently rubbed that then znother flet coat, thet was gently rubled

ee
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then he ceid , T'lluse some specisl three quarter gloss for Tinisling, then welll
how it looks.. thgejch eompleted,was. & master piece in itself,, thlere was as yet no grease
put om it bYecause,, we Had to ecart it heck tw my aunts and’ we didnt want grease om our clet
cr].othi‘n‘g;so it was earefully wrapped im dusters: made from some cottom cops we got from
Josh‘s dad,, and’ sto:réd*ﬁmti'lr the nextt weekendwhenm we would returm to my aumrts with this
miee surprise. Bob amd I agreed’ to take the pump betweem us Because Josk had some tools g
to take sothet He oould assembile the pump and attatelh It to the maim stem that was
sunk: i the groumd umder the sink. Early om the following Saturday morning,. we Jjournmeye«
forthk to my Aunt’sabode,, we Hed to stop and rest twiee, tecazuse off the weight we were
cerryingtut nevertheless,, we arriwved im goad time to gett the Job domes Aunti® sew us
aomm'ing’ from: her Yedroom: window,, she hHad just Heem cleanmimg: the imside off her wimdows,
What Brings you here sle asked;, thuo, kL glad to see you agaim, But why so soon,,
Ahz aun*ti# I said), we Have 2 surprise for yau, tHetwo: off them Hawe mended the pump
and are goinmg to put it Back workimg for you: im no time atr alll. Josk Had' His oweralllg
with Him and’ donmed’ them. whillst we were talking,, te took his tools imto auntifes heck:
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KitcHem anddiwed umder the sink,, He fiddled atout for 2 Wit tﬁen1emergedéngﬁ§;i&; Hawe
you two got that thimg together we Had ‘nt tecause He fFirst Had' to put grease om Ith.
Josh apologized amd’ put grease om the working parts, inside the pumpfirs¥, them he
assembled it and we took: it to tHe sink for bim,Before He connected the pump to- the
well pipe,. He took: a cnup&hg and some sezler from His tool kit, placed them onthe floor
poured water into a funmel wich he Had puy into thetop of the well pipeuntillthe pire was
nesrly fulllthenlput some sesler round the top and clemped the bottom half intoposition,
then he ssked Bob and I tolift the pump into the Hole by the sink, then place the pump &
into. position in the top helf of the eoupling, Hold it stesdy there untill he had
secured it tight then KH told us to: let go . the pump was: then ready for operzting,.
a drop more water inthe top and the pump was working fine. JosH thHem fixed am extra
Bracket on the stem of thHe pump so that it wouldnt Yreak so ezsily zgein. My aunt
was so happy she kissed Josh end Bob and weaﬁ}i‘little with joy. thHey both refused
money and sat down to & JolIy fine meal efter wich they both insisted they did the
Washing up. After thet, we thenked aunt}€,, she reminded me again zbout wisiting
her w{th Josh =nd Pobk when I was twenty one . Cnece again zuntiy mede parcels up
with hHoney,lemon cheese , ferm House clieese, Home grown Kerbs end rhubarb, then waved
us off with e sHout of, take cere now boys end come zgain sny tiue. going down the
rosd, Josh ssid, pF ete, your auntqffs elright,, I like Hher and whats more, any time
she wents 2 job doing , just shout, thet goes for me too ,s2id Bob, thanks Yads I
replied that mekes me feel great,I’m realy glad. Sometimes, when thimgs gotl &
little slow or cuiet, the three of us got & good lTeugh out of watching known drunks
emerce from thHeir wetering Holes and atilempt to: mowe awey from t'e rcremigesg.
differnt styles for ecch of them, one put hisfeet down as though he wes climing steir
another would tesxe his tet off &nd bow low to a horse then st¥p bYeck giving it a wide
birth stagger & couple of paces then go. beck &and repeat the process,. attempting to
get on a aycle was hilarious to;watcﬁ,,ementualxmaa;and machine ending in the gutter
the man trying to singNelly Deam or something . fwa chaps not too drunk would come
out leaning on each other and each demanding that he was. going to take the other home,
then they would set off stumhieing'on.e;chother and gpn#he wrong wey,or try to
get back into the puly, whereupon the landlord would shoo them off and set them on
the right course for home,, they in turn would turn round end go thec opposite way.
The horses knew exactly whet to do when their drivers cazme out, they waited untill
tmgyzggtﬁggammered on to the wegon then off thewaizt'towards their yard. We often
followed tlhiem knowing them and where the horsegwas: stabled,, when the horsesreached the
yard,, tHe mﬁh rolled off the cart, and eteggmred 1n+ohz;s place lezving the horsegson?
cartfoutside, we would then unharness tht horse, lead it to the trough for a drink
then. put it din the stall in the stable,, Joshi would then insist that & wheel be taken
off bne egart and hldden 1nthe stable,, thereby giwing the carter something to wake
up toy Yefore starting work again.. We liked animals and if we saw one being illtreated
the ﬁerson'responsiﬁie was rewarded #=# Im Kind by one of us,, there being no: time to-
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inform anyone,we jus¥t tried to put mattters square and leavise 2 message loud and clear
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The large turnmip type wateches and clhains with f@bs'oﬁ'ane discriptiom or another were
leawing the fashion seene making way for the more soflisticeted watel, worn onm the wrist

or adapted to sdorn & ladies' dress. Men were wearing pluss fours znd Buckled shoes, tHey
gme met 3t4¥g§% end of tHe leg by 2 good lenth stocking wHil was turned down Jjust
below the knee where the pluss fours sterted,. elestic gerters were worn 1o keen the

stockingsfrom sliding down the leg % * 1ike & corncertins.

Shooting enthusiesties,, still wear that seme garb today,, elongwith deer stelker Hats
end the dickens likeeapes. Hensom eczbs and Landausgan still be found butpdaniy in sea side
resorts and occesionaly in & sHow,, Tramcars havwe all bBut gone as weIIt%harabancs. A Tot
of people enjoy hramﬁlﬁng,persqnalyil would prefer muck spreading, It stinks, but
at so: muah 2 score spread,, pluss a good farmHouse meal tHrowm im,, who cares zbout
stink: exaept perhaps mum whem I get Home. I enjoy workigg,im e field,, wiaﬁqgg one
Breathing dowm your meck zll'the. time and nattering away, I could work as Zet as I liked
tHe more T did, the more momey I got, Imight get a few birds for company but they didnt
talk’SO'I wes left 2lone with my thoughts. One sundy afterncon, my two friends =znd T
went on the park not ¢ great distence from cur street, the park was packed with hHundreds
of c¢hildren all in tHeir sutﬁéy best, there was a band playing hymne and th2¢“éé%% sure
they were Heard,, the sound wes terrifie, we were told thHat it wes the sunday schools
Jubilée’something to: do with a Robert Raikes,I reckon that He must Have Been tHe founder
A1T the kids received 2 medz2liom to pin on their clothes end were’mt tH%yproud'of them.
Sometliing went wrong in the cotton trade,, so, dockers,, teemsters,, weavers, winders,
WErpers,, and spinners as well es wérehousemen,, £1T were put on short time.. Xeeping
a Household going was wery difficult,, Folk were granted tickior goods on the sleate,
wew to help to pay for thet ,. they had to resoxrt to the pawn shop, first it wes smell
things like, figurines,small peaEemges trinkets and valuehbles,. then as the depressiom
went on, furniture and ce=rpets were pawned. Aqydﬂi of assisted passages for emigrationm
was anmounced by the gowermment,, many families took tHem up amd’ off they sailed from
pamertyiand England, somé went to Ameriea, to Canada,Australie and New zezland,. T
understand thgt some progressed amd esteblished themselves im ecommerse some made tie
grade in ihdustrw;.cmﬁer imigramts Hawe made their meme in other fields: like tradesmen
and shopkeepers; and’ the Best of Iueck ¥ them a2lll. To save 2 bit of brass, Fridy might
shopping was the thing to do,, you. see,, the hutchers y» Tislmongers,.and fruiterers,,
practically gawe their stuff awesy just before closing,, rather than lettime It go off,
Saturday was a special day and stuff Had to: be as fresh as possible for the Seturday
trippers from: out of towm,, some stalls sold their stuff 2 bit chezper late on but
-the mein bergeins were ss I seid on Pridy nights. Good timekeeping wes & must in
my esrly life, tHe milkmen with his float milk kitting round the streets, the postmen wsl
walking his round, the burial society collecter,all came regularly at their regulsr times
in fact you could set your clock By them. Tea time was a nightly rituel,front doors
opening,, female woiees shouting anthé.srteet” Joseph,, tez time, Emily ,, Bpily,
then a louder woiee starting low and ending im a hight pitched shrill Enily,, thenl

wheres that girl got to,, george comes runming up the street, George ¥» have you seen:




Li’
OQur Emily¥ SHe!s in A mmie Hezgmeaves House misses Banks, do you want' me to fetel Her,
Yis geargﬁe if ya would,. tell eﬁ er tays g® inmg kewd. them after a while the sound of
runming on the pavement,, them more, there would Be six or more childrem dashing home
for their tea. All doors would be shut for about ten: minutes,, peace and?qufet’then%
ﬁirsgn&ﬁild then another and so om , mostly conmgregating round a lamp post end lerking
about hav1ng 2 bit of fum for an hour or two before the ealling started again this time
for Bed. Bvery night, seven nights & week the szme cerry on. You would Heer childrend
voices disappearing ints the house saying something like,. Mum, I dont went tripe en
onionse(or,cen T hzve some syrup on me butiy mum thet jams empty inte/jar mum,eh mum.
Cow heels, tripe and onions, trotters,, kleck puddings,. kippers,, sheeps hesd,. pea soup
mede with hem shenk, dumpling stew, rolly poly pudding and custard ,, breesd pudding end
spotted dick, &11 good northern fare &s they used to sey,, thetfll stick to your ribbs.
Poor old Pob,, he dropped & right clanger, It came about thisway. He, being & jolly
good man st his jo¥,. wes sent cown south to do & grecicl job’ one of his bosses vclu,
Bob thought right,, hotels ere expensive =0, he got digs. Fe did the Job; plenty of

owertime so, Sundy night, he erriv ved beack Home so that he could get beaclk on His regulex

job on Mondry morniinge. i . hit itchy end it wouldnt go zwey, anyhow, he mentiozeld
to Togh and T about e suggested Le went to the doctors,

2L
U

the three of us went czme his tura. Te welked in,, efter

I I P
s of leughter

about two minutes, e heerd howl comming from the coctor in the surgery,
Bob. came out 2 short whi

é%é%i’embarrassed,he ¢idnt like to tell us ,. Josh wrepped nothing up end ceid,, Heve
you been with & women and cazughtae something, Oh no szid BOb,. well out with it seid
Josh,, Bob spluttered thet he had ta go 10 the chemist and buy some blue unction,. sheawe

himself Below his navel and heve & very hot beath then zpply this uncticn, 78 goid

.|
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oshk lzughing,men,, he s&id, it meens changing &1l your alothes end dont forget your Ledding

your mum willheve 0o know’ané better tell your ded so thet he cen teke precrutions
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a
end your toilet sest will heve to e diginfected £11 becruse you didnt go into & Hotel

[

T Bet next time youdll 1book into one ek or would you rether chence it cnd get znotler

/
dose of crabs. Bob did whet wes nece°sarj"ﬂd bought himself some new clothes. We cicnt
. iy . , N , ere
Yrozch the subiect agsin. ! street Uarjynas.orgenlsed for, O I fofget what, we hcd

gquite a few over the years,, tut everyone thet could do,cnlpped in.. The lendlord &3
Dads locel gave @ WeEeE® herrel of his home brewed ale,, the beker seat & vanload of stuf
like cakeslhread,meat pies end some specizl Home made ginger snapps. misses. Beap from th

the corner shop sent boxes of jelly bebies end & Helf box of ap;s ed bellg hegidec
2 box of penny hers of chocolezte, other mums &nd dads bBrought out plates znd cupe begi:

<+
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spoons and & cou=le of *he ladlss go erezcking cutti ng the brezd and making
there was potted meat, tinned selmon , boiled hem, corned beef, cheese, end brewn,,

Jelly,cus.tardltrifle, zand those bvottles ‘(‘; ¢ glasss marble insi‘de)of lemonale and

'11

serspparille together with dandelion and burdock. Everytody kept their eyes on their owvn

crockery and cutlery,, Large tee urns were borrowed fram the mission Hall as well as

trestle'tahies‘and'fbrms,tﬁen.we obtained a rollof Wlenksprinting paperd touse es =
table cloth, about‘sixty ~*~1:;ﬁ_*¢=
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Or more people sat down on a warm and lowely afternoom. Sergant Butler and the loczl
Beat Bobby were inwited,, two landlords , and parish prissts from UYoth faiths attended
That inaitselﬂfwas an achiewment ltecazuse Wigotry =~ and merrow-mindedness existed everywher
ThergaggthingAwas s» the street,, and tbgetherness:, our picture was featurgd in the town
newspaper with the captiom ™ Malt Street sgiows the way to Undty". The Brownie cameras:
vere trought out when the two Priests were sat next to sech other q;haklmg hands;,,
the locel. constabullary imbtibed from the barrell hefore departing,, Ieaving us to carry
on reafirming cur loyolty to our street. X yqqu‘&py” slipped & few sandwidchkes under
his Jersey for his dog,, and the two: priests were given aakes;and‘pieS'ﬁﬂat-wera:left;
to distribute fo the needy . Ewerybody muckea in to HeIlp clear ﬁhe;sﬁreet” the tablem
and forms were returmed to: the missiom , that left" the street clear for fum and games for
everybody espraialy the cHildrem. The ice cream cart eame round and we made sure that
every child pluss a few adults 5 Had & cornettior wafer. the childrem LHad & whale of & ¥
time, shouting screaming, dashing to: the side of the street for pop amd sweetw, amd”
of course,. one or two Being sick, thelatterbeing swilled away instantly, When the
Kdids tired'and started to» nod off, their mothers packed them off to Bed leawing the
street cleared flor singing and dancing.. Concertinas ecame out along with fiddles and
a mouthorgan or two andthe musie began. Durlmg a Iull in the proceedings, mow and then,
the Hberrel. of ale, was attended tm so that-ome or two of the menm, shirt sleewed hy now,.
braces hanging by the;y sides ,were stomping up and down with their wives while the
rest of us were clapping in time with the musie and making the most of it, whem the
singing started,, all the old songs got a gomd airing ,. like Show me the way to go Home.
y, the harrel
getting lighter andﬁlighter- untill ewentualy, cnly sediment was left . That® Being the
arse,, peqple begam to drift away and it only left the Tast rights +to end & memoriable

On mother kellys doorstep,, Nelly dean ,, eomrades, amd a host of others

d%/ -and that, was rolling the empty Garreli back from wenece it came. To day; If a party
was held in the street, I wonder how many Bye Iaws: we would bBe breaking, How our
neighbours would react and how Tong it wauld be before the police would receive a compl—
aint,, and be sent to break it up.  There would the possibiIity PX of unwellcome
wisitorscomming dowm the street am scooters or motorcycles creating utiter ehaos and’

using nmot a2 little wiolence,, no, those daysare long gone,mores the pity.

 When: someone died,#who Mad liwed in the street,. it was customery to draw tHe Blinds
or the curtains on the day of the funeral,, untill jlie aoritage had gone, Every house
in the street contrituted towards a filoral tribtute. The glass paﬁelled hearst
drawn By two beautiful hlack horsea'w1th black plumes on their Headgear and steppimg
so sedately were a sight to hehold though & might sad to see,, I must say, the closed
hansome c=ls EBHlnﬁ,Wlth their drivers in top hats,mgde the whole thing so somber and
mournfull T never liked tor see them and I alwags treathed & sigh of relief when they
had gnngr_Cremations were still only being#thought of then so the cemetry was
the'ultimate'destinatiqn;, they were kept a lot better than W™ they are todays .

: Thg corner shop ,, open all hoursand persanal service W¥thecentre of the grap
EWIHe
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If you required anythimg at 2l1l,, it was there,you could get tick,. informetion,, a
listening?ear” a shoulder to cry om and if you were well known,, they alowed you
tlhe use off their telephone ewvem to- taking messgges: for you oceasionally. sometimes: a
child would enter the shop with a2 couple of empty Bottles,, now misses: Heap ,, the kRindly
01d soul who had our corner shop, Kmew wery well whem bottles: wewe taken from the bBack
of her shop,. tecause when an empty bottle wed returned,, she would place a small
mark on it so that she knew wether it had come from her yard or not, If the bBottles
were hers she would take the bottles and the child to the Week ,. replace the Bottles
warn the child that if it happened again the policemam would go: to: their House and
tekethem away . then she would ask tHe ¢hild How would it be if she went roumd te
the childs house and stole something from their louse, after wich she would make the &
- ¢hild promise not to do it again ,, gige them & couple of sweets and send them hdme.
Late Saturday might,”’sunday, -smé if you knocked on the door when they did shut, they:
apenUﬁhe door and serve{&ou with whatewer you required.. The things or goods that they
m/ on sale arebad to find today. Donkey stones, Zelo blacklead,. gas ziftles” condis crlstaL
candles,. wax tapers,bmsking powder,, minor cigarettesand other brgnds,star and dram.
Butter was cut from a huge slab and cheese was cheese’not processed just local farm
maede cheese, and Butter came fromthe farm as well. Bob or Jash oftenm hought parched
peas to share at night,. we didnt care much for chestnuts or snig fray(youngeels}
they were eaten more,down round Londom. QOccasionaly ,. mum would prepare muffins or
pikelets, (crumpets) or perhaps potatoe cakes at suppertimes but they lay heady
when I went to bed.. The chimney sweep came round every so often, because it was importan
to have the chimneys swept regularly otherwise,, your chimney might catch fire,
then you would have the whole street out complaining about soot being ewerywhere.
My dad, was a dab hand at mending clogs and shoes, he has saved us meny a Bob or
two when he got his last out , I think that practicsly all the families in our street
had one, just like we all had a storm lamp hung up in the toilet in the back yard sofjdt'
in winter, they didnt get frozen pipes then bursts, inethe—win¥ese 1 dont know why.,
but in the summer months, my dad would come home as black &s the fire back,, Mum would
have the tin beth ready for him in the Back yard shed,. along with a cHange of clothes,,
she said that he brought fleazs home with Him then,so s he Had to Bath and chliznge ewvery
night Before she let Him in the House,, Dad newer bothered about that because Eelﬁad tor
wash and achange inm any cese ewery night .JI/'we newer seen hands: as big as my dads
and he was as strong as an ox, I hawe watchHed him lift carts and turm them upside dowm
so that he could work on them hetter,, Mum said that one day two men had am arguement
with dad im: the puly, he just picked tHem: Both up;,one in each Hand and threw them both
out intom the street without getiting a sweatt am.. I Have notieced thet whem hHe is out ,
people treat him: with respeat, I am: wery proud of thHath. Ouiside our House, just tow
the right of the front doar,fou® or fiwe inales from the wall and about three inches
offf the ground,, we had a scraper shaped like a2 syare YU , Dad made it and.put itV there
specialy so that mud or snmow could Be scraped of 7g;n¢wean-hef0re you entered through the

front door into: the house.. Deds mates saw this contraption smvthey asked’himatnmak&
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Themome, Befor long,. theee was one outside thle pul, my mates dads Had one each,, and
a few of o Smates got them as well, you could tell who dads mates were, and where
they lived by the scapers outside their houses.. Now, Bobs dad was also dirty when
he arrived home from working in coaldust, he had to go up his lobby into his backyard
and do the necessary before he entered his house. As I have mentioned before,, Joshs
dad used to take spools of cottom home from work, &after taking the cotton off the spool
im one continuous piece,, he would flip it all together and there you had a nice sort duste
or wiper,, Josh always kept onme Handy for his Yest shoes so that he could get & nice s
shine on: thems. Bol: sarounged a few nmow and then tor use as: wipers: for painting and
wher we did thet hrea# wan jol, they truly were a godsend. My dad liked them. for
his work as well so that Joslis dad was always in demand im our circle. We three were
growing up rapidly:;éisited the nappy (barter) onme ewery fortnight, Josh asked
for @ shave from time to time and thie barbers apprentice would get a pot of
lather ready,. them he would tuck: 2 elatlh under Josts c¢hin and Hhand ovwer to the Barber,
the bBarBer would thenfg;gg his‘cutthraat‘razor,$dip it imrte boiling water, By them the
apprentice Hed torn some paper imto squares, and placed one on JosHs shoulder, them,
holding JOshs face up under the cHim with e finger, he, the barber, would slide the
razor down each side of JosHs face , wipe the razor onthe paper, &nd continue the
operation om JOshs fece and neck. With the jph\compléte, he would then: put & Hot towel
on Joshs fece, Josh would rise, wipe his fece, land the towel bYack tor the apprentice
qanpay him &= telling him to keep the clhange , Josk would be helped into his coat
and away we would go.. Th& three of us shared & set of draining rods and we hawe
dealt with 2 lot of blocked drains im our time,, we did try sweeping chimneys but we
sade too much mess so we left them to the professionals . Cen you imagine the work
that went into changing a tyre on a motwr car in those days, taking the wheel off was easy
there being only one nut to unscrew, But a dzmeged tyre,. well.. I understandtyre levers
and = lump hammer had to be used . What went on or how the job was accnmplished,,i
honestly dont knmow although I dare say that whoever did thHe Joli, sweaﬁJplenty o
The great long trench coats they wore when driwing kept them reasonsbly warm hut,. I
wonder How many got ruined stepping im and aout of thuse eontraptions,, when there was mud
mire, and slush about. The northern folk,, after a struggle, won the right toe Hawe a
weeks anual bholiday ewery summer,, this was eelled the waikes week, Now it got thet
name,, I can t reealll but 211 the mejor industriel townms im the morth picked their
own dates for the Holidays. Sawimgsﬁciubs were set up by the workers themselwes
and the Friday they stopped work for the weeks holidey,, the money each indiwikual
had sawed, together with their wages., enaliled them to take theie femilies away from

the industrial em¥iranment,, and get some seaside or eountry air according to their wishes

Saugy posteerds were sent to friepds and relations just to: prowe where they lad' heen,

Jast . , : . . )
- ares| waed to back that proof up. The seaside im genmeral, hasnt

i e e —s

changed 21l that much, for instance, the deck chairs or the

attendantswith their +ticket machines and leather poucheg Band” concerts on the
b4l
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Promenade, Gospel missions , donkey rides,, oyster hers, shrimp stalls,puneh ard judy”
jgecream,. teach hewkers selling sun glasses,, buckets and spades and little paper flags
to put on top of sendasstles. Hawe 2 stroll along thHe prom ,, you find e 1cecream

cornets plopped on the ground, horse muck Teft by the horses stending in lines, attatched v
to their open carriages or lendauséawaltlng customers,, and if you care to~éﬂ%ﬂq¢§5ﬁch4;1;
A sandwitch) somewhere on the front, +then 2ll you get is a taste of the local sand.
Far be it for me to knock the seaside, as a matter of faet,, I lowe it ,, A1l that I am
trying to-do is tell what I remember of the plaeces I hawe Been to with my pearents..
Bol; Josh and I,, prefered going to Seotland round the Loes, and we liked to go fishing
there.. The three of us hawe each cought the hig one that got away, so, that makes us
just like the res¥ of the fishing fraternity,. but one day , just once,, ve will
Hring home the Big one. I rember one time on Holiday im Glen Coe, For once the weather
was fine and warm so we arrenged a spoty amongsféome trees and decided to sleep there
just for thet night, 2ll was guiet ,the Hooting of an Owldisturbed Bobthem Josh
decided to wander off and reliewe Himself,, after ashort while, He returned , sHook
me and whispered, hey petﬁgisten, I grunted whet , Tisten ke saig , Isat up znd Tistened
themr I heard it, the wierd waziling sound, Bobk sat up , He Taughed, whats so funmy Isgzid
Oh said Boly, gou pégégg; that women we spoke tor about breakfast tomorrow, yes, well
I said, Bob laughed on abit then said, well she told me to take no- notice of the noise,.
its only a Jamie ﬂﬁ:phee a wee bit tipsy, tryingto: pTay the pipes, He does tHat mow and
them.. Josh was a bit anoyed being disturbed and He said,. I'11 give Him =2 couple of
minutes then Ifm going up there znd stuff em up His hackside andhe can bBlow them from
there. It didnt stap, so: Josi got up. He said,, are you comming, BobB s2id I suppose so
if its only to earry you bzck. The three of us walked toward the noise ,. it was pretty
s lets
get back Isaid , we've left our tackle and who knows might pinch it. We all abBout turned

derk and the more we walked the further off the sound seemed to go , we stopped

and laped baek towards our spot ,, just in time,, twe chaps were rumaging through our
things ,, Josh mede a sign to us to spread out and creep up, this we did,, then we
¢losed in on them ,, First ,. Boh collard cne¢ thedraised His fist and Held it inm mid air,
it turned out that they were the locel constebluary. ExpTanations on hoth sides were agee
acuepted and after a 1little netter , the police withidrew amd told us that they would
confiscete the pipes $ill morning and left us to sTeep far the remeining hodrs of derkmeg
About half pest eight the following morning,, the palice brought the offending piper
to us , he wes small and rotund, they knew him well and regarded Him as a nusence
But harmless enough and all He was doing last might was traipsing round im circless
We thanked the officers for their Help and explanatioms , they accepted,, went off
and we went for some breakfast , the poor Jamie went off for sometﬁing;his moutl He
said was full of feathers and 2 wee dram or two would fix it. We told Kim aTie,,
we said, or at least Bol did,, that we were members of the society for the aBolishiom
off drink: imr Scotland, and we expected Him to attend our fortheomming gospell medting..
Off he went a little shamefaced. The lady who gawe us breakfast,, Taughed untill she
criedwhen we told her the whole story , aspecialy about

0\
the police nearly getting cTobb

ered and the bit gbout our supposed gospel meeting..
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& young lady invited the three of us to & bBirthdsy perty , she was eny old school
friend of ours and a bit of & tom boy..She would play withus after school thHen come to
our house for bteand wait for her father to take her lhome, but that only occured when
he worked the day shift. MHer ded was a policeman, when he was on night duty, the
girl would go home frow school and by the time He went to work at night,, Her mother,
who also worked,, would be hcme . since leaving scHool, the young lady lad mowed House,.
her father getting a beat in the rural distriet on the outskirtsof the town, We thought
2bout getting there and decided to eyele instead of gsing the tram Yecause the tremsg
terminated about e couple of miles sHort of where we wented tor gor . After a bath,, T
dressed into my best Sunday suit , poIished my shoes , put some hHair cream on then T
asked mum iff%rwouliafo,.she reminded me about teking a Handkerehief, and’ gawe me &
smzll package Susan, tHat was the girl's name. Dad Hardly ewer used his byke but I never W
took: it witkout His permissiongnyway I dare’nt .. Om this oceesion, he told me tha I could
use it’and to~ take the tools and a puncture outfit just to be on the safe side.-
the fromt and Back lights were working perfeatly, I put dads eyclieclips om and’
picked up my little gift (2 silk Headsearfe) them I went to: meet my twe mates. Trust
Josh to> come up with something diferent, Ye Had Borrowed a tandem because Bols: Byke
needed z mew Htack: wheel,, it Happemed that. his Brother hHed smashed i¥ intoe & gate
and forgottem to tell Bolso hence the tamdem . A1l was: ready and we set off. The:
tandem: raced ahead and was soom out off sight, I stapped,, gott of f the bBykeand waited),
sure emough, bsck: they came, I pretended to Hawe just bteen blowing up the back tyre,
they stayed with me after that im case I had 2 puneture, well why not . We arriwved im
plenty of time and were welcomed Yy Susan, slte was Happy to see us and” gawe us: each
o tig kiss, Her dad was: Home and Me led us straigMfo Susens mother who im tyro
greeted us with affectiom amd emquired after my paremts. that night, we Had & whale of a ¢
time,. the food was good the company good’ and’ there was a pumch Bowl £ilTed with z delihﬁi
fruit coaktaili, yes we enjoyed oursel'wes tremendously, anﬂSusan;was.sa>&appy,ffﬁenzsﬁe
opermed our presanis,, my mum: had given Her, a beautifull broacl;,, Josh: gawe ler a powder
eompaat, and Bok had giwem Her a sketci: portrate of Herself He had, dome ¥y a student
artist that Bob knew from night schoel a2nd’ I must s2y she was very plleased with it.
Like zlways, whem youire enjoying yourselwes, time seems ta gallop By amd we had to say
goodbye. Susam and her parents saw us to the doar ,, we looked foxr our bykes,, they Had"
wamished,. stolem .. Susans dad said nmot to worry, He wasld take us im the dog cart. ke
hitched um Susans pony im quiek: time and,, wawing farewell to Susanm and Her mum, afier
thanking them for a lowely andenjoyalile evening, we set off at 2 nice trott towards
home. I must mentiom that the oil lamps had to Be 1it om eftber side of the dog czrt
Becruse thHat was the law. about a mile and a Half up: the road,, ve. came acemmss 2
couple of youths being sicki under the hedge,, we stapped,. them we saw the Bykes,,
are You two alright Susand dad asked,, O~ yes , came the reply,, gust a bit queezy
tHeysaid,, are you walkingﬂl asked,, No theyanswered, I{mm on my byke and my mate has His t

tandem, that was enough for us,we hopped out of the dog cart im a2 flessh and examined

the bykes, yes, they were ours alright, after a few questions, the youths owned up



15

we were very thankful to see our bykes again so we didnt press charges and asked Suserns
dsd to sort the matter out. He told us to be on our way , that it would be wise to leave &
everything to him.. We thanzed him,.retrieved our byxes , and rode off. The odd letter
was received from Susan and 1ater,fheard that she was trying to join the force herself,
I hope she mabe it, I happened to bump into Susans dad sometime zfter Susans perty, he
was promoted to sergent and was going to work in the midlands which meant that they
would have tomove agsin, we had & bit of a natter and Itook him home to see mum &nd
dszd. He told us then that the two rascels who had taken our bykes that night, were
caught agein enother night, he locked them up for the night and hac them in court
the following day, they were both fined three pounds each with & warning thet they would
ve sent down if they appesred in court sgain. Mum put e good spresd on for the
Sergent who asked her and Dad to visit them before they moved, he said he would pick
them up 2t the tram terminus 1if they let him know the day and time of their wisit .
They went a week later on a §=turcey afternoon, I had my tea 2t Bohs before we both
went to pick Josh up to go to town for the night out. One whit weekwnd%‘%ﬂe two metes
of mine, decided to visit a mining village a few miles to the rorth of the town where we
liwed, it so happened that Bob had & cousine living there who was a deputy or something,
this meant of coorse that the cousine was like 2 charge hend down the mine .
Whit Monday vorning, w e got up esrly , packed a good bazggin, (lunch) puf it in the snddl
bag withthe tools and puncture outfit,, tied e waterproof coat round the crossber and
so prepared, we set off for this jsoleted villege nestling 2t the foot of mountainous
sleg heaps, refuse from the bowels of the earth. The approach roads to the wvillege wewe
signposted witk wernings of road subsidence, Nezring the village,, we noticed that the
vlace seemed deserted, 1t wasnt of course , just hcveuqad eys Holidey for whitsun, As ve
looked upwards toward the slag beap, we noticed the pylons lined up like sentinels .
stretching fromthe pit head with the huge wheel sticking out, to the very top of the slag
hezp, and running along them , thick wire cables with large buckets attatched, I
understand that these were used for carrying the slag from the pit to the top of the
sleg hesp, to be tipped out, and it wes a n endless rope so that the buckets kept
going roundand round when the mine was working. Once in the village , Bob made
engiries as to the wheresbouts of his cousine Luke kershaw, we found him by HLis
pigeon loft, et the end of lhis ellotment , he had Just finished planting potatoes.
After a look of #pecognition and a word of greeting, Bob introduced us, and TLuke
accompanied ug to his home. We were met at his door bth1Le who already knewwbout us,
strangers were uncommon in thet willage, sO we were noticed as soon as we arrlved.kée
were lucky because Luke had just been elected to: chairmenship of the miners lodge,so
he had & bit of standing in the community and as we were his. guestis,, everything was
honkey dory, We explained that we had our snaps,baggim, lunch,, eallig what you will,.
with us but he insisted thaet we stay for our dinner, we didnt want to offend ,so we
had the midday mezl with him ard his wife and hetold us that he had to go to inspect the
mine,(§afety ragulatiansd it was Hhis turn om duty .. We asked if we were alowed to accnmpa¥

him,, He replied that with permission from the pit manager it could be arranged’e
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The pit managers house was & short distance away femthe willage sp, Luked® telephoned
- fromthe sﬁop and received permission prowided that the semior deputy was informed, i~
that part was easy beamuse, the chief deputy was also om duty with Luke at tHe same time
One single personm was newer alowed down the shaft alone,, there must always. be two: or more
2t the same time for safétys sake. The two deputies. took us to the lamp room end said,.
Listen very aarefully lads,first off,, all cigarettes matches, lighters andtobaceo, leave [
here,, put safety helmets on and take a lamp eacH,, this we did,now, they said, keep
together, and mind what we say,and if we say Jjump, then you jump‘and quick, got it}

we 211 agreed then climbed the iron stairway to the pit shaft, we got into the cage,.

a Bar was put across, then the cage door shut. The next thing I knew, the cage decended
s¢ a terrific speed, my backside seemedto meet my neck, then we arrived.Tle cage slowed Jo&
just enough before it reached th botto?hzf the shaft thgn settled slowly onthe ground.

When we stepped out, it was like entering! another world, the surrounding area was
very sracious and well 1it, with 1amp£.zllover the place , tliere were store houses,
ponies in stables , small tremlines giong ellover the plece, grest big wide tubs,.
emzller tubs which the miners filled at the coal facee, there were sprockets ( short
meta2l bars like spindles for acting as brezks for the hogeys (the smaller tubs) if
tﬁeywere on & gredient, of which there were many,, the menslipped a sprocket tlirough 2 ween
wheel,. to jem the wheel and slow the thing down and so prevent an accident. we walked
part of the way through a tunnel, it was shorred up With wooden props and the two
deputies,one leading the way,the other bringing up the rear, exgmined and probed here =
and there with rods znd shone their lamps up and down the sides and the roof of the tem:
tunnel. Little side roads led off here and there into small chambers. , these they called -
places,were the mem: worked with pick and showel . In some places we observed drill holes
in the cozl fece ready for the shot firers to plug withBynamite ,im some places, the
men had to work knee deep in water to get the coal, in others, they had to erouch,

some places were just ower & foot high and some men would work on their bellies
for most of the shift.. the different lewels in that pit,and a2ll honeycombed with places
just like a rabbit warren all had to be supplied with fresh air go that the. pit had

to hawe all sorts of craftsmen working helow ground1and on top as well.. Lets try and
think of a few,, 2s: well as the actual fece workers (eolliers) there would Be, Joiners,
cerpenters, pipe fitters, tracklayers,, horsemen for the pit ponies,, Blacksmithis, ThHemn
they got electriaity so» they neededeleatricions,. there were the lakewrers, weigh

machine operators,. the windingzoperaﬂorgrcage opreators,I cnuldhgsntion many moTe,, all
im all, the mine and its workers are a wery skilled organisationfdangerouszand‘very

hard work.so,I hawe the greatest respect for tiem .. I knnw’_now that & Hawe seen some
of it at first hand. Youngsters climb up to the top of the slag heap, they take an old
sheet of oorrugated tinwith them,, bend the ends up 2 little, then sit on it and shute
down the slag heap just like_bn a ski slope, I would hawe liked to hawe tried that.
There were atout forty or even fifty houses inthe willage , they also had a public house,
a miners hall and a working mens institute, then. there was the smellclinie, a couple

of shOps(a chapel(and a doctors house end surgery combined pluss{one or two more
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Small buildings, a fire appliance shed 2 chemist , undertsker, policeman andz school.
The miners used & Glenny lamp whkich perpetusly blinked, the miners using this lenmp,,
could and in some ceses did develope & blink just like the lemp, an affliction of thet
kind was very embasrrassing , but I dontthik there wes treectment for it nor compensstion.
When the miner went on shift, he often took with him, along with his bBeit and bottle of
eold tez or weter,, a jem sendwich,, this, would be left in the bzit tin for the whole shi%
when the shift was ower and the miner returned to: the surface and went home, Hewould
then teke the szndwich out and giwe it to his child. by the time the miner had done
his shift, the jam: would be sosked right through the bread and I understand thest
the kids realy went for them Beczuse they tesied far better then sweets. There =zare no
toilets downm a miae,%%4; the miners must rely on tollerence end discretion end try not
to offend their workmates.. The tragedy is that when 2 mine is finished,. worked out ,.
has given 2llit ever posessed and cangiwve no more, 1t is abandoned for ever and in
some cases, sealed up . THOSE MIVLES, could be conwerted into workshops ,, bomb shelters
a few made into underground schools and hospitels,, even liwing accomodestion could be
made ettractive, with all the modern technology at our cdisposal and tHe powerty
coupled with the unemployment situstion,demends that someone somewhere,, realises thet
fect aznd soon.. A riot or grest outary is perhaps too seriouszesituation to contemplate
But Beczuse as indiwiduals,, many people hawe profited from thHe purge ofthe welfare
state’and the removel of the code of ethics that were essentiel for commerce 2nd trzde,
They yearn for the return of the wiactorian age, It willlook to be returming'for e while,
them,, the pendulum will'slowly swing back zgaim, but not before many of us Lawe
tasted thHe bBitter fruit of destitution and pathHetie misery.. Our couniry,. this England,,
heas become the c¥earing-house for the world. All our industry and manufacturing ability
has gone ,, along withk any profit making conaern the nation had,, but that is not all
we are memBers of the Eurppean community and how we liwe and work is decided by
eurocrats and up to now,, our second elass nation, is fast beecoming a member of the
so called third world . A short time after the next auction of our national assets,

and the financiers have taken their dividend from the proceeds, what will be Yeft.

I was told by Bobs cousin that there sre different methods 6ffhauling gear in the pits,
one particular system is essential for the DRIFT mine,. that is the mine that Has no
nee® of a sheft, you walk down and you méey have to ride on 2 smell trazin because
your place of work could be three or four miles underground. At tre Portel,(@he mouth
of the mine the bogeys are filled then 2ttatched to an endless steeleable ,, now this
calbile must be inspected daily,, if the czble snapped can you imagine the devestetion,
hawock andcarnage that would be let loose,, that steel cAhle would he first of 211 like
a8 jiant whip,then it would swirl eand wriggle like messive twisted metel ball, smashing
and squashing all and sundry in its peth untill it jzmmed blocking ewerytHing,, 2ir,
water pumps,, the lot . The rescue would would be pznic stations. In some places, tHe

mine is like a very lofty czthedrzl the roof is o high and the shapes and contours

are magnificent and loakpositively beautiful..

AT When the eoel is brought to the surfec
1t must be graded, washed ang weighed then put into wagons 4 o
& 1 shitment.
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I cen recesll en unusual event thet happened some timé 2go,, my friends and I were in 2
tawérn heving & well esrned drink of home brewed. & siranger approached Josh and pushed
a leather bag onto him,before Josh eould react to the situationm, the chap was off.
Well, I said to Josh, arnt you going to open it, he did, +the pouch contazined a
number of scrzps of peper with titles on them, he looked bewildered, what in blazes is
this he asked, Bob laughed, now Josh, heve another look at the mames on those papers,
Josh took another look, then it dswned on. him,, ofecourse, thtre names of horses. But whet
does he want giwing them to me Josh asked,. it did seem funny so I asked the landlord
about it. The lzndlord replied thet the man was @ bookies runner and slipped them to Josh
to hold for a2 while,. because the cops were after him and that pouches contents was
the evidence they were after, without it the cops could not prosecute . Josh asked the
landloxulto accept it, oh no sazid the lzndlord Ive got my licence to think of, Rodb
asked the landlord for a drawing pin,. why, he asked‘,,wel%said Bob ,. you dont know us
do you, so give us a drawingpin and welll stick this under this bench and when the chap
comes back, you can tell him where to look for it. the landlord egreed;so the pouch
was put under the bench ,, we drank up and moved out. A week or so later, we rezd of
& men, Ronald Simms, fined one pound for street betting, we guessed &s nuch. The three af
usdidnt know the first thing azbout betting, never being interested and whats more, we had
bétter things to do with our btress. Kite flying was a well praectised hobhy those

days, peonle made their own 2s often 2s not, even box kites, todey , they are few and

fzr between, dads took their children out into the parkgor open spaces, 1o fly trem
gnéd at tre seme time , let the kids heve zoue fresh sir, it did them a;§OWGr ;f good.
One of my fevourite pasttimes was to get Lold of Comic Cuts or tHe bednoor Chips
something like that, have a good read ,then swap them for another ore ené:so on.

Now Bob. liked his Hornby trains , we would play for hours on wet weekends in our

schooldays, Josh on the other hand liked making little tanks or whatewer, the idea was,.

you get an empity reel, cr bobbin <£rom & sewing machine,. the end of a cesndle, take

[0]
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the candle, lezving & hole,. thenyou serrsied the two ends of tie bolbin,,

teevick ocut
you got an elastic hend, only & smell one, you thresded the smell elastic band through the
Yoblin festening one end,, tookthe end that was pushed through the bobhin, threaded it
through the hole in the candle ,- stuck & match stalk or cherry stick through the end %
to prevent the rublier band from comming out, and there you had a tank. You wound the
end with the stiak, round and round till it was wery tight indeed,, held the whole thing
in: your hand untill) you put it down,then let it go. It would slowly un wind itself,
and mowe along.,,if.ypu put a thinm book: down,, it would elimbr ower it and proeeed unmtill it
it wound down. then ,you could rewind it and start off again But ,if you hsd two or more
you could have races or battles.. the three of us havefought many bBattles in our house

2long with my soldiers ‘and my fort . I miss the silent films like, Tom ¥ix, Buck Jones,
Buster keaton and Charlie Claplin, 211 those -films you could go and see,, sometimes

for the price of a2 couple of .jam jars keliewe it or not,. and you got 2 stick of spanish
or 2 sherbert with a tuhéQoﬁ'spanfsh;stuhk:in;itfsqathat you could suck: the sherbert oud

then it went right up your nose and made you eough.. those were the days..
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There was one thing I noticed yeers ego sbout smog and fog, 1t was thet anyone driwing
a horse snd cert, homeward bound, inwarizbly let the horse go its own wey and found that
they never got lost on the wey. The only problem was,, guiding the Horse round COTNETS

and gateways because of the width of the a&rt or wagonm .. one thing though,. if the Horse

took  fright and bolted, which was possible but highly unlikely in fog, then,. there was

trouble with & czpital T.. The tramcar , beczuse it ran on lines, newver stopped

ranming because of fog,, just 1ike trains never stopped, nevertheless, people often got lost

becsuse of ineffic’ent gas lighting of the streetsznd, insufficient local knowledge.

o ane liked to stop and tslk 1o @ stranger in the street especialy in thick fogso,

not meny folk ventured abrosd on a fogy night unless it was necessary. THe streets being

deserted, Ieft en coriee feeling welking the still guiet streets and alleyweys,. end tre

occesional noise of 2 flushing bheckyerd toilet told you thet you were in the wicinity

of dwelling Houses. I dont see any of the old type bathehairs with the single wheel in Hs0

front, a long handle attatched to the wheel and stretching along,. over the topto the
gzgiﬂﬂsitting in it , the part where thie person held it just like the Handle of
garden roller, the long bath shaped contraption made of cane ,in effect, 2 wicker besket.
t 1ot of things have quietly succumbed to“@%eeping onslaught of modernisation leaving
only antigues, heirlooms and memories with an occesionel glimse of the vest , et some

suction or sale. any a Mondey, I would be dodging lines of weshing on my way nore froo R

work , sheets,pillow cFses,, boleter coses, lzcies under germents billowing in the wind
1ike the saile of & windjemmer and I could elweys tell who tounJDe derning lzter in the

week, by looking &t the stockings tlowing inthe wind. My muwm hed a sewing mechine 1het
vos zitatched to a small table thet was raised or lowered eccordingly, it had & wheel
ontre side with 2 tiny handle on it she turned the hendle to work it &nd she was very
adept with it. Any dressmaking she required, she would nip round to Bobs mum who had a
larger machine thet worked by a treadle which was a few inches above the ground under
the machine so thet you plzeed your feet on it and pressed it like & pedal this in turn
being coupled to the wheel of *he wechine gave you your wheel hand free to work with
whatever you were sewing. When I pass a school today,. I een't help notieing that the
pupils always seem to be forewer on the mowe, from one par¥ of +the school to eznother
how they get time for acgtuzl lessons is a mistdyy to me,, I am sure that in most cases,,
the teachers could change classes instead of the pupils trotting up and down,, If it
takes thity children three minutes to change classes, and, some change every lesson,
then T think thet 2 better system could be arranged to eliminate 211 that time waisting.

o

T liked only a few subjects when T attended school, my trein refu ed to accent tre

us
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rest 1lke for instance religious instruction, I mean knowing who tegat whoem gnd
' ) )

the psalms epart from one o two) ©pluss a 1ot of the old testement was boring o
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a young lzé and how could it help hiw when he went to work, I know thet history
knowledge was & 1ittle useful in some respects but the detes end the cifferent kings

-

all with the seme name, confused me and wes SO boring and
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but what uge is it todey with milldmeséres andecentimetres,a directive from Shrope.
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Now, the endearing term you heer in our pert of the country,is,,, Luv, any clild, girl. o=

ig addressed that wey by men &nd women , such as , ello. luw or Hiya luw or meybe ado luw,.

yes luv, mo luw, allthat sort of thing, it meens noghing pessionete or anything like

thet,. its just our wey, In the northeast, they use the term,, honey, and that is there wey W

£ addressing their folk. I wonder why children atfending school, are never toslight
the real value of money. They 211 understand what it is used for, and thet you cant
get very far without it,but, they never get to know how to manage it or stretch it,

Children lesving school *oday, think that they ere grown up and want to try and live
é J o J

0
thet vey, forgetting thet respect and thrift sre two of the mzin cheracisristice rsmired

Tush:i'ce cleanliness 2nd golliness . A vest mejority of teensgers sponge or scrounge from

rerents and sometimes, they hLeve o Le refused, this in turn oftern cezuses tension and
unfortunstely, 1insone ceses lesls to theft. They like to be dressed like othersg)F.

the seme age groupforgetting thet cuite & few with their outrzgeous heirstyles

diszdventage them when looking for employment. most perents todey dont know where the

v

offspring go inthe evenings or even whet they get up to,and & lot couldnt cere less.
If perents would =sonetimes talk to their children about the real world and whet
can and cannot do for the children persongly, and how to evoid the pitfells in kltis

mocdern soc1ety of ours which they are sc eager to join, we mey in the end, sazve one o

two of them from becomming viclent and ignorent yobbces. The fact thet we need saciel

workers it cur scxciedy todey is =n indiciment of wey pest governments heve misgg

with en inlet walve for eold weter from the m&ins pip eﬁégw lerge cistern upsteirs,.
Y ’.

the 1
to the cistern vies encutlet velve, from thepee to dotep over the with
2 bsth ingtelled in the house, you could heve a hot brih, insiler sth
next to the firs, =wd vitlilut fuy ond intrudiag. Jogk Icet ae e
thet exnienstion, Bob walked in and Josh went through it 211 ag-in for Bobs benefit.
The nights were drawing in, mornings were a bit perixy and the zwmell of

wzfted across our nogtrils frow bo
Bonfire night was not fer off an’ Lids were gcrcunging round
e bonfire wes teking shspe 2 spere lend at the back of our
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it seemed thet her
for the joiner to renair, then reheng , anything -thet wasnt n
to these lads becsuse they €

The dogs and cats didnt like it one 1ittle bit, neither 4id

_end we three , Dby then, young uen, took 1t upon ourselves to

go insgswon of some known young prenksters who were not averse to throwing & firewory
By a horse, just to see what it would do.

r
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nlet valve 2loved weter from the cistern into the boiler this was heztedand returnes
9
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Yy mum sazi@, I was & rice pudding addict,. I gé;;Jagree with her,,I lowed the thiek creamy
sweet, and when the dish was empty , I alweys got to screpe the dikh,, thet was tle best =82
part,, you know, all that stuff stuck round the side,, it ‘tasted better then toffee,

T used to relish it.. Pea soup nede with a ham shank and an oniom put in to kind of bring ftb
the flavour out, I generaly left the table fit to burst and then I would heve 1o sit

s heins resurrection Jay , thet is tiee

o

s

er from Sundey dinnmer, wfs [ut In tte t2ble, slong with spuds, cabbegs

™
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cerrots, I liked to nip to thre chinpy two tlocike up the street znd get m self,, fis
] Bs v . ]

=

chips end pees, that cost sizpence, the pecs were nice and mushy and the fish had

that nice crispy batter and 1t wee slyeys well dore, T cant atend helf ecooked foold,

vum ta17 me about the chip ehop in Hutson street, thets

Let th

ok

ir figh welked zcross the pfn on etil
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supper there ond the fich nearly mede her sick because it was precticsly rew. Joshs mum,,

[¢

is &n expert at beking Parkin,, its & kind of ginger cake made with.izgﬂ; meaf flour
now wkhat else she puts(%ﬁfff‘éguldnt say o, 1 only know that every time she bzkes some,.
Josh brings Bob and I a2 generous piece ezch and it goes cown 2 trezt the following cay
£t snapp time. I have 2 gousin Ivy, a thHin gangling type of girl with freckles,. she’ s
not 2 sour puss by any means, but ske is rether shy. One day, my metes and I took & trem *
to the house were she liwed with my aunt Beth and Uncle Ted,the place was & smell holding 1
rezlly, they had hens, geese, 2 couple of gozts and three or four pigs as well as a pomy
and eart. Iwy spotted us entering their gete and came to meet us,, after the usal
greeting &nd introductions,, we strolled to the house. Uncle Ted was busy cutting wood,
he made part of his liwing out of selling firewoad,, the rest of 1t he managed by making
deals.. he would go to auction marits,, buying and selling a few sheep or mayte calves,
they were nearly always left on the cattle market premises, he would sell to bButichers
and the odd farmer but not having the fagilities to take them Home,, (for one thing he
didnt hawe the space for them) and for another,. he never bought if he didnt have a
buyer, he would have to go at night to weter bhad feed tHem, and agein the following mex:
morning before supervising their departure. aunty Beth was cleaning out 2 hen cebin,.
a big stout woman with grms enough for two, she had mousey coloured hair ,. and when
she walked in anywhere,, it was 2 case of, Heres my busom,. I'm coming belind, if she
had a mind to cuddle you, you got lost and had to fight for treath . For all that,, she
liked to craak 2 joke and was newer subdued when dealing with mems. Josh made a mistake W
when he took his cap off and stood withit inhis hands behind his back,, ome of the goats
guietly walked Behind him and started eating his ceap,, at fisst, he was startled then
He tried to snatch the a=p Ymak ,the goat wouldnt part and 3 strugle began,, Aunt Beth
shrieked with laughterand shouted for Iwy to fetah a btuceket with a few oats in it,, Iwy
grinning away, Brought the bucket and went forth stretching her arms out holding it ..
The goat dropped the cep alright but stood on it and put its head inside the bucket
Ivy rescued some of the a&p and we all fell about laughing our heads off meanwhile,. the ot}

other goat,, béing in$isitive, turned up ,. didnt like the look of Bol and chased him into

[



The nearest shed, he just goy the door shut in time .I didnt hang about,. I made for the b
house with Iwy , Josh came next with my aunt3g, and Wnhele Ted,, with his bowler on the back
of his head, waisteoat open,was shooing the goats into a nearby empty pig sty. That took o
some doing because Aunt;& Beth, szid thet they had a mind of their own, sbout five or six mwi
minutes later, the task was accomplished and poor old Bob was let out and he looked sheegi
sccompanying uncle Tsd to the house.Over tea zndhome male pork pie, followed by Ivys

fresh beked apple and respberry tert, things looked & little rogier 2nd we thanked
their hospitelity then it was tine td Zo . Fob shook me 2 little wnenh¢c~ned

£

them for
my eunt znd uncle if he could visit agein socn, they th snsvered in the 2ffiTriive
end Iwy blushedgo right away I gusssed tu

bother abo

b g2id to Josh asnd myself thet 1if & girl cen beke like Ivy , then she
cught 1o be in her own shop selling the stuff. I eagreed and Joshsaid, yes and you could

do to cultivate her cherms aswell eh Bob, Bob blushed &nd replied thet Josk was jumping
the gun a bit but yes why not, ske was & pretty girl and he was going 1o &sk her out
when he went there agein, and why not ,s8id I ,, provided she says yes eand my Aunt and
Uncle dont object , actualy, I think thet you will meske & good couple but dont tryto
Ye bossy with her,, she gets enough of thet 2% home. The iram rumbled to & stop at our ﬁ;imj
terminus, we got off andthe conversation wes changed untill we got to our street then

Bol said,, listen fellas, if you dont mind, please keep it to ourselves for now and

we'll see how it goes eh,. we both nodded and that was the end of our conversation for the
might,. I caught up with Josh the next morning going 1o work, he hed forgotten to tell me

thet his firm (the one he worked for), hed got the zlumbing conitrzct to supply four houses

on the site thet I was working on, are you putting baths in 2s well I asked , thets right

-

he replied,

Off he went
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cervice fre The

can coock, thats e bonus, out 1f you find ore willing ‘o wash your vest 2nd
socks, then your on & winner. Yow how mfny lasses are there round here to fit thet bill
I said,. well, what about farm lasses, thats alright except then® it UT mean 2 lot of

travellingJosh answered A¥ but she might be worth it T said, we YL go scouting and Keve

a good squint . The whistle went so 2ff we went each to nic own. Fimishing tine caume

t to piclk Jogh up but he Lhal fo work on to get & joh done , the corrorastion vas

wen
going to connect the water supply up and put the stop cocks in and the fire stand pipe
conmections downreedy so ,one pert of the plumbing job had to te. ready.
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On my wey home, I bumped into Tony Hbod, en old school mzte, he was round our wey looking
for Bob,. Misses Heap from the shop hed told him to: wait for me beceuse I would be on ny wey !
home from work and I could find himpr take him to see Zob at his house. I told him the

after Thed taken by bag home and seen my Plum ,I would take him. I nipped into our house, &

- - a) 1. - < =t~ ¥~ Y =ty ~ 153
dumped 1y besg, told {lim whet T was ehout and showed Tony where Pox lived. T $318 7o
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T would sce him lzier thezn returned home to wash off and get ay tec. When went o Jols

leter, Tony had just left and Pob wog heving Lils tef, be esked me in  to velt while
ke FTinished then, expleined Tony s visit. It turned out thet Tony hac got =z job ot
the new shop just opened in Vat street,, that being the next street but e fair wey frouw
where he lived, he decided to move. He found & house for rent near to the shop and wes
going to move in the next week. Fe (Tony) wanted it decorated and painted inside 2nd out
because he was getting merried in 2 month and he wanted it ready for then but he might
és well move in quick and get crecking,. instesd of trawelling every day. Bolb then asked
if me and Josh could help, I told Lim 4 would help but it would be better if He asked
Josh himself. Josh knocked &t eight—o— elock and I went and let him in,, Bob asked him
gbout the job. and Josh nodded then said that if he had to work owertime,, them that
ceme first,and if Tony needed any plumbing doingihe would do it 2t the right price.
Bob: had the necessary gear,. ladders,brushes,, and so on 4#¢qnd , prowided Tony gave him a
Key to the house, he would start weekend. Friday night,. we started,, Tony was working
late in: the shop,, we let ourselwes. in and the first thing ,, Josh checked the water
taps and pipes,, He found a couple of bursts and knocked them up a&s a temporary mezsure,,
Lead pipes are easy to knock up but they still meeded mending properly later.. after
that,, he checked the gas pipes with some very soapy water,, no Bubbles appeared so The
gas was turned on for 1lighting, we went prepared with 2 new gas mantle from misses Heaps
Bob was bBusy scraping the walls and I got a'firS'going;and found some 0ld woad and a few
cinders in the back yard. The chimney wanted sweeping so we let the fire die out and
made amental note to take Our draimimg rods: and & Hrush top: the next time we went. Tony
came im later and was pleased we were there,, He had some fish and chips with him, they
smelled good,so after he hHad eaten them,, IE;{E@ him one and six and sent Nim to Buy us

some .. Whenm he ezme back,, Bolr asked Him what eolour salieme he wanted and about what
kind of paper for the walls,, then he adwised him to hHave the a#diling papered’ and Josh

reminded him to get a new toilet board, I told him that we would sweep his chHimney
before we started painting or papering%hecause of the mess it might make and He agreed.
The sulject of his fianee was trought up By Tony HWimself tut he need‘'nt have bothered),
A knock on the door and she was there,. we all looked at her ,, there was no need for introdi
uctions,. we knew her vwery well,, she Hapened to be sergent Butleris daughter and after
2 peak on the cheek for Tony,, she smiled. and’ said. ,, I Hope you dont mind’ lads,, it was:
me who asked for you to help out, I knew you would,, I wanted’ a propper jolb doing Here
seeing I'm going to liwe here and I know that whem its finisled ,, It’11 ke like 2 little
pelace .. Thankyou Tads for Helping,. 1he moneys: mo olject, wewe Heen sawing up. Josh
said,, Well Dora,, if I/d&have known it was you,,Iﬁe have Urought some mew taps and put

them on for you, anyway f11 Buy some from work, wholesale, and put them on for you as a
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Weddlng~g1ft. Thats smashing , » Tony said,, and while wdre at ity, would it be possible tor
make that Yemaek. roam: upstalrs 1ntb & bﬁthroqm” ‘T know Dora wants: one and it will be paid foa
Isnt that right Dora,, Tony asked’ her,, Obw luxury, Dora smiled,, JosH said" that he would
ask at work about it 2nd get plans and permlss1on'1f’they 1m'turn asked their landlord
and got it im writing.. They ®oth laughed st that »» Dora ltreamed and said,, thats easy,,
eos my dads the landlord,, he owns three Houses im Khis street.. Hégot left some money
from 0ld Ben butler the ﬂellow that used to come round with his horse and cart,. selllng-
cleaning stuff like soft soap, Jayes fluld” donkey stones you know the stuff oh iye
chipped in Boly, I once got some sugar soap off Him: and @ pumice stone, as a matter of &x
fact, Th still using the stone” 111 te u31ng it here as well But I must say, the old
. ¢hap must have made a Bnh>or two thenu Ok yes,. Dora said,, He didnt drink or smoke or
_chew,, but he had a bad stomacﬁ' he was &‘ever ‘taking Bi ecarl,, and he couldnt half
telech, did you know that he was ‘my dads uncle ,, Well ‘now, I 1nter3ec¢ed, isnt it a
small world,, Dora said, you lot are the salt of the earth,,thats why He let me ask you
to do this for us.. By the way Tony,, Josh grlnned, you owe me ' Two big s{%%;;ggzuygn&
an iron bobber, the last time we played at schoal, I beat you andyou never paid up.
WE all laughed at that, Dora said, would the three of you settle for an invite to the
wedding,. and not just at ni g1t, the whole she bang,, Josh said Jokingly,, I thought
you?d never ask But youve got yourself a deal, right lads, right we chorused . The
work went smoothly and repidly, Josh got permission to install =2 bath in the back room
but had to have another plumber with Hinm because of the work inwolved,, there was
the fire back to tak@ out +to make room for & boiler,, a cistern ta install,, pipes to fi4
and lag as a precaution against frost ,and while all {his was going on, we swent the
chimney,. and decorated the upstairs » mM&de sure the windows were alright, peinted the wer
bannister end skirtingboard on the steirs then papered the walls on the stairvey, one

or two Dbrass stait rods were missing so Dora, bought & dozen new ones . One night,. Dors

®
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surprised us by bringing 2 gremaphon nd somé records on the baek of her byke, she
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wouldnt turn any more. A record wae placeé on the revolving part then a smell needle
about half an inch long was incerted into the side' of a watch shaped thing with a
type of ear {trumpet =t1051ng out. A little lever was pushed foward on the Geéchine,. and
‘the record started to rotate,, then the needle was put gently on to the edge of the record
a scrataky sound emeraed then,,mus1a burst forth qulte a pleasant sound really,, this
séund continued as the needle worked its way to’the'centre of the record then it stopped.
It hed also wound down so that it hagd to be re wqund for every record, there were two sidg
for each racord » Dora had brought five records so that there were Ten tunes in all
i ~we all thought it a mafmelous contreption and it was'kept going 211 tre time we wars there.
;i”Qf_course the work had 1o go pn , we kept at it ewery night after work and =t weekends

 until1.the whole house was.eomplete & in side.. Josh and hig mate ». @ chep called Roy

:put the_bath 14‘and tHe. Kot water °y°teﬁv¢h w¢th new u1965, the lot, Dora, wanted +to
try the bath S0 she 11 t a flre ; got some coal, ('dellvered toet afternocn, ) and waited

It wasnt long before we heard rumb’inwk an~ noises couming from the pipes » thats elright
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Josh seid, its the air in the pipes , it 11 clear. He went to the bsck kitchen sink and
turned on the hot water tap, after a bit of guregling and splutting, the water came gashing ¢
out nice and hot. He went 21l round and checked everything,, found it working to 4is satisfac
tion,. and gave Tony the bill for the job completed. Tony showwd@ it to Dore who gaid,
are yousure thats tre right price,why , askxed Josh, only that it & not =28 much as we
reckoned,Tony replied, Oh, the job was cost price,. but if I could give Roy 2 couple of &
quid, he 1 be more thren happy. Tony pzid Roy his couple of pounds there end then,,
1@@,,,after thanking them both, wes 2e hepry 2s 2 dog vith twvo tails endwent out whist? ing
That leavwes the front to be doneBob caid, but I’m stuck for a2 ledder. 1 mention it
to Joe Reed, himas mends gutters, lHe owes me one, I built his backyard well up for
him I said, bBut w%ﬁl only get it Saturdesy afternoon and Sundey and it will heve to be Back
in his yerd on Sunday night. Right Bob said, thstll do me fine,. I only want it to get the t
top part done, Saturday cleaning the gutter and stuff, and flat eoating,, Sundesy morning
finishing it off,then I can use my own shorter ladders for the rest. Joe obliged and the
long ladder‘ﬁse@n Once again the work went smoothly, Bob was satisfied with it and when
the joY was all finished,, we Handed the key baeck to Tony,, told himwe would settle up anothg
dsy, and left him tolis house end putting Purniture im.Sargent Butlerwent round to inspect
the property a few days later, what he saw, delighted him, He ealled round to JosHs House
to talk 2Bout lodge matters to Joshs: dadand mentioned about the Jjot to Him. He said thet
anytime we wanted, he had some jols he wanted doing at our liesure and he would see us
right financialy,, e was im no hurry like our last joly, But if we did them Half as good,
as that jok He would be quite happy. Josh thanked him andsaid He would see Him at his
daughters wedding the next weekend,sargent Butler was smiling as he said’,, and dont
forget to bring those twomates of yours along,, I owe the three of you and I wont forget.
The Wedding was at ST Judes’and the bride wore white. Walking down the aisle on the arm
of sargent Butler, her father, she saw us and gawe us a fleeting smile,, Tony fidgeted

and the best man Andrew Pringle, keont moving his feet from side jo side just’slightlx

untill tre "er"ice cegPn.  During tre service, the congregation two hymns, © Torghin

The Kingland Jesu Lover Of HY Scul, éend 2fter the ceremony the photograplis and then

. got. s .
the bride 2nd groem intc the weiting lendru

tut not beforesdlie bride had kissed the

1oc=1 ch1mney="eep it being an olc tradition fromway back,, then on to the 0ddfellows hall
in tomn for the wedding bhreakfast. The lendesu 1too'c the happy couple for & ricde round the
town before arriving at the 0ddfellows Hall so thet 81l invited guests were in their 2110%%
places round the tables, 1o our surprise, we wereonly four from the brides fethér . in

fact, next to Joshdl Jad. When the counle entered tre room 328 they welked to the hezd

of the t=ble, everyone elapred tv the time of their walkuntill they reached ile tsble.

We had a heariy meal, well served and on hot plates as well, then tHe toast and one

or tvo more after that. Speaclies were givwen with a little mirth thrown in and = few
messages were read out,then the cu¥tains varted and on the stage wag the most gorgeous
three tier wedding celte I have ever seen, compliments of‘new shop where Tony worked,,

There vas a recess of about one hour in b3EL: whi ¢kt the bar

LCL L

stayed open and one or two

Of sargent Butlers men imbibed but only under bis watchful eye, then everybody formaly
’ - A ict .y
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Yet the bricde and groom, when it came 1o our turn, she kissed us alland thanked us for
attending and we wisled lier every Happiness end told her that sHe knew where to find us.
anytime she needed us and the same went for Tony, she thanked us again and moved on.
the dancing sterted with the bride and groom first then sargentButler with Joshk mum
and his ded with misses RButler, after thet quite & number joined in . The dancing
kelted for about ten minutes later so that we could see the couple off on their Aoneymnooi
Into the lendeu , howe to change,then the railway stetionand awsy to Scotland for & veek.
Sargent Butler cazme over to.us and asked us to Jjoin Him et his teble, Josh Tooked over
and spotted his mum and dad,, reluctently, He cezme with us and after & word in his motherts
ear, she smiled and nodded then Josh sat down next to Hher. Sargent Butler didnt beat
eYout the bush, ke ssked us outright, now leds, How much is the damege,, therels the peint,,
paper, bits and pieces, andypur time, added allkup s, 1 think that ten pounds 2 piece should
cover it eh, Josh and BEob expected six pounds each with me asking for two but‘he 1n<1cted

and he wasgenuinely quite pleased to pay it. we thanked him and- told h¢m t“at'me,were glad
!
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to do it and his other offer would aot be turned down,but‘we would weit e l1ittle while
Tirst anc heve 2 rest . Yes he szid well the jobs 2re zlweys there and start when your zmes
re=dy theres no need to. tell me when you went to sfart, 211 I want to know is when you
finish one house and stert on enother. If you cant find me and you have a problem ,gee
my Dora and she 11 see I get to know , alright lecds, off you go arnd enjoy yours

e
insisted tHet they got twopounds each

tharnked him 2nd moved off, On our own, I
I made them. tz2ke the money , especicly Eob,beceuse he hed put the worey up for the printing
They hoth thenked me a2nd szid it celled for encther Grink s0,, three shandies were bcught,

(we thought it sensible) and the ﬁiéht Was young,, 2lso,, Joshe perents inkibited hLis

1

i
normal style he felt thet he was a child agein in front of themgnd it wasnt going down too
well. I epproached the sargent and Joshs parents andasked to be excused we Were leaming’

us Being 2 bBit tired,and we wented some fresh air ,, they s2id not to worry, they
understood and why, and Took after Josh for them, Ipromised, I went back to: my metes
told them the news and out we went. Josh breathed a sigh of relief andremarked that
he felt as if he was under their feet and didnt want to spatl their nlght andhe was
sure that they in turn didnt went to spoil his, feeling embarressed was ‘an uncomforteble

+

feeling. he loved his psrents and he they would do anything for hfm but young men

going soci of tez. We wrlked slowly homewerds
doorway, we saw_two 1ittle urchine

O T
set 3 odmmmmem= irey looked rved ané were wearing only & short vect’e#eh“_rothing

€ise 4, Bob stopped, crouched N é thewm where their mummy was, -He knew

of course, he picked one up and told Josk to get the other, Josh did, good g::ef_he seid,.
how much do you think they weigh, featlers man just feathers , Bob was on a, _camnprian
now, he said, somebsody s going to sit up for this,. tz get them to uhe ~olice station
and complain. We szrgent sai’dﬁthat[ﬁe‘wou“q
see to it that them s 1eep a bit till

their mother

'c“ild’neglect and frighten her,

end if she laid 118 was 8 serious offence.



Bob promised, he set

sounded a bit off but the drums were keeping the
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Bob  thought it about time lie visited cousina we and he told me so, I agreed with him
and told him to go on his own, Josh and I might cramp his style so it would be better

I 11 =see thew ccon.

if he went alone but not to forget to give tlew

-

T on his byke on the following Saturdey wmorning just before

(@]

dinner time,, the ride would take him just over an hour. Josh znd T went to the loca?

footbell match and saw a good geme played toa draw, Jjust after Half time, @ m2n came

round the ground selling razor bledes, another with papers and shouting, A11 the
winners end half time scores,, people were buying tHem to:look at the raeing results .
amd to find out How other tesms were getting on,, another fellow ceme round selTling
cough tablets in bags and He used to tlirow the bags right to: the person in tHe crowd buy
ing them no matter how far back the person was and that person somehow always caught tﬂg
After the match, We had our tea at JosHs louse then we wandered round the merket for s
while then did a spot of window sHopping to nzss the time a bit s leter we went into a pul
ordered a pint each of home brewed then sat down and Joined in the sing song. we

enjoyed ourselves nd on the
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oyed soue fish 2nd chips esten oud of ihe
s

d went home, my parents we
h

o
¢ note telling them thet I was in bed,, ené -1 Had put the ¥ettls on

N

The next morning, I was eswekened by the church l=zds brigabe merching round, their bugles

N

beet 21l together so thet wes sometling.

&s I was dressing, the Selvetion army bané peraded pest with their fleg flying in the
breeze en¢ the tezmborines trying to outds the band, they have a pretiy good bend as a e,
matter of fact,, and when they zre engaged t& pley et functions like gerden perties or
parading with some church aniversary round the parish, they can pley a lively merck or
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two ﬁi‘l?‘qey rzssed by

nifofmed ladie s street collecting, tnsczed on our dcor

they went,, still knock

azjor with me ,, I told M

muts thET Lie would be expected houe

Tor o Lime Just as we were going out of tle
door,, dad called, Feter, I answered, he said, tzke a big Jug and go 2nd see Robin
at my locel, go to the outdoor sales, He 1I fill it for you,, and you two can have one
tellhim I’11 be down tonight and If11 pay Him thenand T went thet Jug full when you get
back,, right dad I said. I went into the beck kitcHen and got two Jjugs,. a large one and
one a bit smaller then I. jodined Josh on. the step,, and we strolled to the ITocal. Robin
was just opening up,. heasked us what we wanted,, I explained), he understood because I
lhad done the errand so many times on Sundays. He said , the first ones on the house,. tEen
filled two half glasses, we thanked Robin and drank his health,. when the glasses were
emptied, I said,. we 11 have two more Robin please, Dads paying wien he cowmes in tonight,
The glasses were refilled and we took our time Crinking them, after about thre quarters of
ezn hourl said to Josh, 174 best be getting back, I?’1T see you about Two or just after,
Josh nodded and I nodded to Robin , he went through the bBar to the outdoor depariment
and camc back with my juge wellover hslf fully, now, I could teke them Home withouf

T I IR = B syl 5 P ] Lo PRI .
gpilling = crop end Dad would be happy,. and therewas enough for Mum s well
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Our Sunday dinner was nearly always. ', Roast Beef,, Yorkshire pud, Roast potatoes,, Boiled
Potetoes,, and a couple of veg ”With_grawy”»then"there was pudding y; Jam Sponge and

custard or éomething.similar& After my .dinner,, I waited about ten minutes, tlen I Had
a pint of tea,, I liked my brew. I .made it a rule to let Mum sit downm after dinnmer,.

I cleared the table, then: did thHe washing up and dried the pots as well,, that was my

good deed for Sundey and I know that Mum appreciated it.. It was just gone fiwe past two
when I was ready to meet my mates and go for a stroll on the park and weigh‘up the talent,

I met them ecoming up the street and I Tooked at Bdb=aﬁdlé§id;‘ﬂeir,‘how éid’yourvdaté g0y,

Bol smiled and said,better than I expected,, Firsﬁ I.stayed'for tea, then I plucked up Vuoui
courage to ask her parents‘if T could take her out,, they s2id yes but be back before

midnight, we went to- the filw show in town end Had fish and chips after in a cafes I've
got permission to .see her again and' she said tliat sle s lonking_fbwgrd to ig.Nice work
BoB I said,, but remember what I said about bossing Her,, shé wont like thzt. Bob nodded
and said,, no dont worry, I dont want to loose her,, dém;it5'17we‘anly'just met the girl..
We amtiled on passing misses Parrys House, as usual,she was éét i Her doorway on a
stool” smoking a c¢lzy pipe,, a wollen shawl round Ler,, and her black and white cat
was perched on her shoulders. As we passed, we sald ,, owdo: and she smiled, pulled her
pipe ouy and waved it at us, we passed ¢m.We entered the perk neer the river . Josh

decided to sit on the grass, there was a notice that said Keep off the grass,Pob

pointed it out to him s> he got up and s2id, that wasnt there before wag 3

& benchs‘u vas vacent\ss, we sat down. EZob spoke of the forthcowing Co-Cp field cay,.
gll the foof and coffee was free and there would be gemes and prizes to he won and

other free enterteinment, he wondered wether he should ask Ivy to go with him. I told
him that I could arrange it that my aunt and uncle could eome to our house for tea,
they couldnt stay long inm any case because they Lad io feed itheir stock £0, He would
b(free with Ivy, 211 afternoon and evening, Bob agreed with me a2nd s2id it would be
just the joB,, 1f it worked. I replied thet dad would ITike that, Him and aunty Beth
and Mum always had a good laugh whem they were to gether and knomlng autrty Beth,, an
opportunlt like that would’ ke Jumped at.. Josh gnt up and’ yawned” bend:ng hls arms
over hlgughd stretching,, he said,, I must ‘find some talent for thenr I've got my eye on

one of the nurses I met at’ the hosplﬁal_when I was worklng-the;e Tast week, shes a

smasher, now it all depends what 1“'~ij5"c she 71 s worklngr“ ack %er tomorrow when I go
I've ¢ Job o finisgh off. If the. an°heres yes” tna leaveq you Pete,. I renl that I

would Be with scmeone tu?t»¢ey ands 11unt1v rayed thet T VouWC be. We SbTOiled on and

as we pessed a couple of women” mother and- daughter” I recngnlsed the daughter as

daugﬁter

no 5. I-am her mother, the daughter Saralsaid
bhe comes im the shop Mum,, hels . one of our regulars,, yes, she saidy: that‘s rlgli't: nmow W
: . S e i t

- the
mother was really lapping it up” no she sald nm ;
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3Rememb3r,iFish:ahips and mushy peas: Mondays,,
am I right, & Bricklayer by trade I understand. I said that I was, Sarali's mother asked
me to walk with them a little,. she wanted to talk to> me,, I chbliged.. It turred cut that
she wanted the back: wall of the shop higherimg so as to give them more privsifye I explained
that fisrst of all,, the couneil must decide that and’ plans. must be submitted bBefore an
answere can be given in wiew oft the Houses at the hﬂck,&oweyer” I would see into it for
her and let her know as soom as I aould. Joshk and Bot had walked on ahead when they saw
that I was in conwersation with the two ladies,, so. I excused myself, said cheerio and’
stepped out to catach up with them. There was 2 defimate spring in my step as I joimed them
and Yefore they could say anything, I said to them,. thats my date fellas, I Hope you
approve,, they were dumbstruaks. Sarah is & lowely girl,. good metured and’ kind,. Ikmow thaty, T
have aqmuse to remember wery well. A friend of mine who: worked im the town-Hell, sorted the
jot out for me,, it took three weeks,. then he came to me with the necessary permissiom and
50,1 informed Sarsh's mother who asked me to do the jo¥ as soom as it was conveniemt, that
was what T was waiting for. I told my foreman at work who said I would Be alright in my
own time,, But he would supply the bricks and mortar and’ T would® pay & nomimal fee: for them
so that his.bpaks“woulgegégg—in order. It only took me a cgouple of hours, so the following )
might, I pointed the rest of the wall. The bill'for the Brieks and mortar,, Igave to Saral's:
mother, when she asked me gbout the rest I asked her to) forget it But she insisted that I
took a couple of pounds for myself. I took a deep breath them I said,. that I would aceept
the momey prowided I eould spend It om Sarsh o a might out,. thats iff Saral wolld like
o3 she smiled and said,, why dont yow ask Her yourself,, your hig enough, I thaklked hHer
and went to Sarsh who was getting ready to open the shop ,I asked Her point: blanks, and’
her reaction was one of happiness, I thought you'd newer ask But yes please,l would
lowe to she answered.. Her mother ceme into the shop: to unlock: the door, she was smiling
Well Sarah: she said,willl you or wont: you oh:yesﬁdum%f I'1T ke Happy to But what about
helping in tHe shop,, I spoke up then and said, om your half day willbe fine’huﬁ maybte
Saturday afternoanmfirst,then a night out on your half day)how does. that sound, thats:
Better still she said then I dont meed’ to leawe munmy on her own im the shop. After a few
weeks, I told my parents about my feelings towards Sarsl, they toth knew the shop and Sar@h,
and I was instructed to bringher to tea the next Sunday, I mentiomed about Sara's mm
Being lefit on Her awm so Dad said,bring her as well it willl ke mice that for your mum

they cmn Have a goad natter.. Saral and ter mum came om the Sunday,, we had a good tea,,
Mum used her Best cHine and silwer tea pot,, and I moticed that my parents: eyed them

up  amd was vwery pleased with what they saw, Serel inmsisted that she and I do the washing
up: so that our paremts could talk: together for a while,, that finished ,, I said that we mi
might go out somewhere to: which Sarahy¥mum said she would get off Home, nonesence my mum
answered,, sfay liere and keep me company untill they get Back: them Peter can see you toth Hor
home after you'we had some supper. Thankyou,, that will Be nice Sargh's mumsaid,. Dad
remarked that he was going to His locel and wait for Himto get badle,. He would We an
hour or so . Sarah: snd I went out for & while and talked, just the usual stufif, like,what
did she think of my paremts: ,andwhat could: she tell me aboput her mother's: reactions,, *%He
asnwere to Both questions wagg: that she wished that she had met them: soecialy sooner,, yes:
she liked them Both and told me I was: & wery lucky max .She ocould tell' that Her mother
w#s enjoyimg the wisit and would be looking foward to my parents wisiting her soan.
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We got Backjust as dad was opening the front door,, we walked into the parlaur together,,
I cwuld see that Dad was im High spirits,, not tipsy,, just a eouple of degrees. under so
that meant, 2 Wit of fun or a game or two of eards or dominves, I eould hold my own att
these games. because I had’ played w1th thebest‘of them at works so ¥ was quite happy,,
now Mum was taught Yy my Dad sa;she thVto,play s, It surprised me to learm that' Sarght
and her Mum. of'ten played together at whist or dominoe driwes - making it unnecessary to
teach them the games.. Dad’ said), Mum youpick the game Mum replied ewerytody happy with
dominoes,, we all answered yes: S0y, out they came. thefu:'good,set‘madeof:lvory,and my
Dad was proud off them.. Sarah won th e first game, my Mum: the seaeond, then,I took ower
and won the rest.. Its a goad thing that Dad and Sareh's mumwere good' loosers anyhow,.
we only played for a Bit of flun then mMum said, come on supper time yy @nd’ asked Smral's
Mum to help her make a flow sandwitches: which we tucked*lntos,Dadf1n51sj1ngraneﬁis:pfnt
pot off tea not the smazll cup He had at tea time. & couple of weeks later, Mum was: Taid
Tow with influenza, Dad was upset,but Sarah's Mum took: ower the eooking and’ cleaming
Sarsh herself,. did our washing and’ iroming so> Dad’ end I were wery grateful and we Bought
them each @ Fur hHand mufff,, and’' a hig Wunch of flowers with Mum!s: Blessing. They Both
came and went when they pleased,, tut newer interflered whem Mum was: busy ecooking or
anything like that, they Both knmew that two womem in a kitehen did not work,. so kefore
they did anything,. they always asked Mum first y. that kept their firiemdship and’ they
grew to like eacl other immensely. Dad wemt to the shop one night,as He was ordering
fish and chips for Mumand Himself, (ke would always wait His turm andpay like other
cugjomers) a couple of youths. entered), they had been smelling the b2rmaids  aprom , they
wantéd serwing right away,, Dad said now lads,, behawe yourselwes and wait your turm, they
Both laughed at Dad,, and tried to push Him out off the way,, Sarah!s Mum: said’ come om lads
telhawe or get out ,, theyecalled her an indecent name Justt as: I walked Im.. I heard it and
at the same time my Dad’ picked them Both up,, shook: them: and said apologise you seum or
I'11l tan you both,, they kiaked Dad’ and that did it,, He went red) picked them both up agaim
~ took: them outside ,, put one lad oxr the floarin the road put his: foot om Him: to bHold bim,,
‘ripped the other lads pants. dowm and gawe him four clouts with the flat of hi's: Hand
dropped Him, picked up the other lad, and did’ the s2me with Him y» stood them up and
marched them. Back: into the shop and shouted), now, wiIIyoua:goIngiSe and’ loud enough
for the whale shop to Hear;, they did}, then: Dad’ said, if I cateck you round hear agazim,,
you'll Be sorry and thats only & taste of what s in store, now, git. Off they scampered bk
Iike 2 couple off rabitiits .. To SarshH's Mum he szid,, any more , just send for me,. he nodded
to me, then said goodiight and welked ofiff Home.. Sarah's mdum,, didnt know what to say for
2 minute,, themr she said to me,. thak: god for your Dad Petem, tut my ,, isnt te stroms:.
A1l I said was,, 2 Blacksmith has to be sy but doesnt it eome in Handy sometimes;, Yes she
said,and I'm grateful,, willl you thank Him for me s Now I said’ that I cam't hecause
your Both ecomming to supper tomorrow night and you amn thank him yourself then,, Ok yes
‘she said,. I had’ forgo ttem about: thatt anyway,, go through, I'm just serving these two:
&lrls then thats it s I'we sold out.. I went' through,, Seralh was: busy meking their sSupper

and expeated me so thet T could” eat with them, she gawe me a kiss and’whispered?
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[ do lowe ypu Peter,, and I lowe you Saral,, I said. Her Mum came in & few minutes later,,
whats for supper Saral,, she asked,, Will' @o0ld Ham and pickles do> or clieese or would yow
pre: fer fisggots im onion grawy,, it wont take more than a few minutes. Sarsh's Mum picked
the faggots im grawy,, right said Saral,, I'Il just pop them in the owem, stoke the fire up
@ Bit then it'llke @bout tem mingtes,, just then, the grandfather cloek: im the passageway,,
chimed ,a quarter to midmight. Saral's Mum looked a2t me and said,, Peter,We're going away
for three days: next week,, we're going to my mother's;, she liwes in Bristol, keep an eye on
the shop for us will you please while we're away, certainly I said,, I Hopw your Mothers
2lright,, I do'nt know, thats the troulle,, we've not Heard firom NMer for a2 considerable
lenthof time,. and thats not like her,, anyway we'll f£ind out whem we get there,she replied.
Sarah looked crestfallem,, I Knew then that a=iie it was news to Her%d'l said, Sargi,, dont
fret yourself,, remember, atisence mekes the Heart grow fonder and all that,el,, she gawe
me a wry smile and her Mother said,, Sarah: darling,, Iwouldnt go But you know How it is:
with your grandma,, and dont forget, she's nearly minety,, Yes Mumy she said,, I'm sorry,
But it will Be such 2 wrencH Heing away from Peter. This made me feel a little embearrassed]
I told her that I could te at misses Heaps shop for quarter past fiwe every might if
she cared totelephone then,, oi no Peter ,Barab's mum said,, use ours,, azx a matier of faet,,
I'11 giwe you z number to ring,. you might ke a whille getting through But if you wait,, you
will,, she wrote a number om & writing ped and said, I'lI leawe it Here by the plone and
inm any cmse,, Sarah will ring you,, theres no doubtt ebput that is there derling, no Mumy,,
none whatewerr,. I promise Peter; she said. After supper,. I stayed a little longerh,them
rreluatently,, I kissed Sargh goodmight and left. The might befiore Saralt and Her mother
lefit for Bristol, Sarah's mothHer gawe me & key to the shop, om the shop window, sHe put
2 big nmotiee saying that the shop would be closed for three days.. Saral and I lingered’
@ 1little longer then usual that night and I hHad to remember my work: the following day
so that I did'nt HBwecome too: passionste,, ewerrtualy,, I said goodnight and went home. After
I had eatem my tea,, the following night,. I to}d my parents what was Happening, so that
they knew, and ifi my mates came round,. would they send them.to the chipy,, Iwould be im. I
just arriwed im tHe shop when the pHone rang,. it was Sarah, after exchanging greetings,,
she told me that Her Granny had Had & stroke, just a mild one so that she couldntt write to -
themr and it was & good thing that they went . Her Mum was alright and menagingbut some—
how,someone would Hawe to stop and loak: afiter her Granmy, I told her that together we would
work something out and not to worry. Bok and Josh Knocked om the door,, T let them: im.
They Both started talking at once,, woa, Hold it I said,. now them whosed f."i‘rst-",, Josh started
you know that nurse I'¥e lLeem dating Pete, he said,, I hawe met her omt:e’% whem we
went to that open day at the hospital,, well,. said :5;521{ she's passed her exwm, row shes:
going in for another then she cen get to ward sisterand thats more money,, wery goodl
said, is: there something else,, not just now he answered, Buab looked' sheepish at me and szid,.

I'we thought of getting engagedto Iwy,, I'mot sure But youkmow how it is,, I might have to get

we:d,. it just happened Pete, one of those things.. I told Bolk thatl I hope it didmit spoil cqur
friendship and he seemed reliewed,, willyou he Hawing z party them I asked),, I might stand a
drink or two B'ut‘ if I'm getting married,, I'1T skip it and wait £ill the Wﬁd—d‘i‘ngrhe seid.
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It was my turn to: speaK, Both lads Knew me well encugh tom Knaw that I had smoething to %
tell them,. Jash: said,, well spit it out thenfﬂete,, is Sarsh preggy or sometling,, ol no,I
said nothing like that, its just that she's had to go to Pristol with Her mum 5 Her
granny's Heda mild stroke But they're suposed to Ve Backinm two more days But one of them
will Hawe to stay on to look: after the old dear, she csn't be left to. fend' fot Herself..
No probBlem szid Bob,, Iwy will stay and help out , I know it ,, I'M sure that your aunt
will let her,, and I ean mp in and peel @ flew spuds,, I thanked Bol a2nd said I would ask: my
parents the best way of gd: é‘ahout the situatiom. Josh asked if he eould’ Help im any Waly
I suggested tliat we all ecome in our working togs the following might' and giwe the place
& going owver .. Bulb was delighted with the idea,, it would @eeupy his mind and teke it off His
little problem, Josh said that He didmt like cleaming tut te would check: ower the chip
range and make sure that ewerything was working well),, that was fine By me so we 21T
agreed to start om itfhe next might. I locked the door after they had gone and' started oke
cleaning the chip range. It was wery greasy so I litta fire and got' the waber Heated up
im the Toiler attatched to the fire,, while I was waiting for it to warm up, I mipped
home and explained the whole lot of news to my parents,, my Dad said to Mum,, can you find
time et dinmer to khelp out, we can have what there is going at tea time and I'1T mip
ower, tuy a pie or s_omethirrgﬂt and have a pint at dinmer while your Busy like that,anyway,,
thiey're nice peaple, loaok: what they did when you were hadly,, ofeourse your right Dad
Mum said,, I'11 help out as much as I ean. That was: fixed then so I was cheered up & btit wi
afiter that and I went back to the shop to do some cleaning.Thad just taken 2 pan so that T
aould seoop some hot water from# the boilér when the telephone rang agaim, Sarall's Mum
was om the line,. she asked me if I eould help out at night just umtill Her mother was
better or something eould be arranged. She said that Saralt would Be returnime the day afte
tomorrow , would it be possilile to pick Her up &t the statiom at half past six and tzke
her home,, I replied that she eould sleep at our hHouse in my room and’ I would sleep at
Joslh's for the time Yeing,, I used to sleep there sometimes whem I was younger so that wvas
no problem,and Josh's mum was onme who always welcomed me and my Mum would look: after hﬁgﬁ
Are you sure that that will be alright, Saralk's Mum asked,, I told Her that everything
was fixed up;. I hawe already spokem to my parents abibut it and’ she will ke getting rlenty
of help,, my cousin Iwyand my Mum will Help Her out and Bok will Be here reeling potatoes
so» thep's mo nmeed to worry, Dad will keep his eye om things for you sa I'll Be there
gt the statiom: and pick: Her up, Sarahl's mum rang offf then. andgwemtr‘ back: and” got om with
some cleaning. I packed in at & quarter to tem and went hHome so that I eould hHave a
word with my parents before they went to bed . Mum was Banking the fire up prior to
ge¥ going upstairs,, Dad’ was just about to light the candle btut put it down: whem he saw
me,, I explained about the phonme «all I had from: Sarah's Mum, and’ my Mum and” Dad’ said that
it would be best iff I slept at Josh'S when Sarak czme But I must eat at Home,, Josk's
Mum: had enough om as: it was,, that was altight by me .. Things: hawe a halitt of evemring k=
themselves out im the end and Josh would welcome me and His parents were always glad to
have me anytime.. The lads turned up the following n;‘.ght and’ got cracking, the chip
range was spotless,, Josh had cheaked it ower as w.el]"a little bit of work hHed to Be done
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To the flue,, he soon put that right But' it meant that I had to do a bit more clegning up
after him. Pob had cleaned the ceil'ing and the walls,. the counter was spotless and tk
saltpots-and vinagar bottles cleansd an’ refilled . Wefound a new roll of white
paper go we left it ready to be cut inteo Handy pieces ,, Ivy could do thet for sterters
wken she arriwed,, the dcor,, windov and floor gtill had to be done but it
everybody Med gone, then T woulc cleer them. Tagked Jash to nip on Fis byke for something
to eat, he sa2id not bBecause his Mum was comming with a dish of hot pot with a acrust on
and I would hawe to find some plates and spoons,, I asked what it was all about,. He said,,
wait and see.. The teleplione rang,, Josh gralted it off the Hook and said,, Hello, this is
Josh here, who's that,. ed, you'l hawe to speak up I een't hHear you, Oh he said,. ang om,,
2l pur im om, Josh winked at me and whispered,. its Saral,, I took hold of the phome and
said Pete here, yes,, Sarah laughed tlien said hello: darling,, Josk Hawing fum as usual,.
yes love I answered , them I told her what we had done and were going to do and I
asked her where the plates: were, she giggled and said, I ean't wait to jump into your bed
that rather startled me,. But she said ,, no, no, then laughéd I did'nt meen it like that F
Petpr, I meam knowing I'm not alone in the House, I'1L Be able to sleep at night and
not bYe saegred,, anyway Peter darling,, you'll be waiting for me wont you, I do miss you,,
yes my love &nd T miss you too ,. I'1l see you tomorrow then sweetheart bye now bye darling.
T put the pliore down and went tc get some plates,, when I returned,, Josh's ¥Mum was in with
& large bisin of Hotpot,, it looked deliecious so I said,, where's the pickles Josh,, Josh

smiled and said , comming now,, he ¢lapped’ his Hands and his girifriend anpeared ,she cane

2 Fal

in with Josh's WMum end Hed hidden belind the counter,, in her hands ere had a Targe 2y of
pickles, she was smiling, she rut the rickles doun on the countar ap® 1.1 ot Ver Mard,

W, Lo~ A

I%m Trene Bradley she =zaid , T'm a nurse 2% the hospital, T took Her Feand then gaid

heile, T'm Peter Isaid I'm wery plezsed to mecet you,, Feter who ske e2id, Peter Nelson
I s2id, I'm & Bricklayer and I'm one of Josh' friends I s2id looking &t JogH. Hesm:“ed

turned to Eob and said ,you've met our

““eourse he and Pete are ny Busom ssls. -
In troductions over , Josh's mum said, come on now, dont let this get cold, we 2311 just

plonked our selves down anywhere and tuc¥ed in. Josh's. Iun joined uk ,, we aught to have got
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a knife to cut the pastry But spoons did the jol .. while we were eating, Irene spoke
about all the friendly people hereabouts and’ Joshsaid, its easy when its practiced all
your 1lifle,, you'll find that out as soom as you come Here,, its the only thing youw haverdido
"pay for,well,nearly. We finished” the Hotpot and thanked Joalt's: mum, she in turm got up
and said,. well I must say, tHis place is: lowely and clean, Now our Joshua, dont keep Irene
out too:long,, she needs her sleep, 211 them Hours she WO rkis;, right Mumjﬁosh shouted’ as she
went through the door. Irene grinned and said,, your Mum Joshy, I think: she's lowely,, so; am
I Josh replied,, it runs im the family,, I want to tell these two: about us,, Irene said),
well I wanted to Hut go>on1then,,nn)its,alright you, you tell em?Jashisai&.'Oﬁx’&@mﬁfkeep
us in suspence Boty said, what is-it,, Irene séidb”itsalike this,, my parents are om their
amyrhowe home from Geimany, they hawe takem a house” not very far from Here im LarkHill
rozd,, you know near the new motear car works,, well,, Mum wants it doing up ready for

when they get Here im six noy, ‘seven weeks. The soligtor came to see me yestérdhy and

, &
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Amked me to sign some papers,, I told him. toowait untill my Dad comes: Back Because I didnt
understand half off what he was talking about . Josh Sdid” Irene's: Dad’ owns that toffee
factory in Edem Plaae and he's_ﬁeenkonzhusinesS'g their other house wzs. sold to the
Arkwrights who own troadecroft milll,, so thats.it;fWe ¢an do: some work tHere starting mext
wee :ky. Irene said that if we need’ cash flor stufif tw do the johxsheﬂl&.geﬁ;it:fbr~us, but
‘it must Ye done right like qurnlast jol.. Bols said, it was no worry for himw Because
he was thinking of starting:onzhis.owniaﬁyhow” his: firm want: ed him to work only four
days a week: for a while and he was'nt happy with that in view of circums tances: that
might develope,, Josh'himselﬂ'wag?quitb eompetant for anm,plumhing-jobvnoﬁan& be: was eager
to chance going on his own,, that left me in & Wit of a fix, I &id'mt want to Tet the
lads dowm But I had other fish to fry as: it were,, so all I eould promise was thatt I
would giwe it careful! thought,, apart from fﬁat I will Eelp:ouﬁtwhean could, they eould
understand the situatiom and were satisified’ that I would'nt: lett them dowms - I rene was
quite happy with what she heard and’ said’ thatt Josh and’ Bab could‘go>anfﬁﬁaﬁé'a Took at
the plame as soom as she got a key from the soligitbr, possebly sometime tomorrow. By
the way Boys, I Hope my rewelations dont Hindetr our ﬁfiendship in any way,, after all,, T
-am trying to make my own way in the worldand I did find itta little lonely untill Josh
came along.. Botb and I reassured Irene that our friendship with JosH went too far back
for anything to destroy it and if josh had a girlfriend,, then: that was fine , she was
a2 friend of ours aswelland make no mistake atout it.. That rigﬁttJbshﬁ JosH said ,yesm
and that goes for me too. Isaid that I must ﬁiqish'cieaning the shopso: that when
Sarah got Baack tomorrow'hight,,everything would be niee for her and she ecould open up
the next day.. BolW had asked Iwy and’ her Mum and they agreed,, and Ivy would sleep at
Bob's in their spare room,, Josh said' that he would bring Irene to meet Sarah and Ivy,
later inthe week when thinéshad“got settledkl told him that would be fine But Irene:
wanted to stop-a little longer to Help to cleam up,, I told Her not to Bother I would
manage but she insisted and stayed untill the jou: was comple ted. afﬂerwardS'she;sai&”
do you know that cleaning is good for the soul and’ you ean work your worries: away.
Josh said,, Irenelowe, I do Hope you'r not a bible thumper, Who me,, Irene. said,, good Tord
no ,what makes you think that,, Oh I see,, goad' for the soul youmeen,, Domt worry Jbsh*quhqr
I'1]l have you singing in the chior im no: time while me and’ your two: mates are having a
erafity pint at the loezl,. JosH smiled),he was ‘having lis: leg pulledand He knew it. Well
he said, are you ready now mlsses:mop” yes Irene tswered’goadnlght all,see you 211
again soom,, Josh sddd so long lads,. see you tonorrow,. Boh said cheers ,, take ecare, then
the door shut.. Bob5 ‘I said, does Aunsz Ruth know’ abouﬁ'Ivy” noy he said ,Ivy's making
sure first ,,then if so, I'1l marry her, if not, we'll gett engaged and wait a bit, sawe
up & it more, as you know I have a holh or two but I would like to start om myy owm
and then we'll see what happens.. Now Bok, I said' ,whatt are mates for, if yow rum a bit short
I'm always sound for a ok or two as you well know,, we'we heen going to. the bank together
“since our school days so you'll hawe no protilem ', thanks: Pete he said, but' you: kmow me,
how often do I Borrow its: generaly the other way ‘round’ ,, nott with you or Josh, tut

there's a couple in this street who: owe me a flew quid’ am the quiet: and' I think I've seem
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The last of it. Who said anything about lending, I'm. the only person who Knows: How much I
can spare, and how many times have you said to> me y» mates: are matesbnoﬁ'like relatioﬁsh
ybu dbﬁt have to heve them ,but I would'nt do without mine,, no: Bok I would'nt' lend you a

penny, I1'd be wery pleased to giwe it you though, provided?oﬂ'codrse,nobndy y2nd’ Imezm
anmd}Teiseméot to k;dw about“it. If you had to get married, I could bBe a silent
partner iff you preferred it that way but: I'1ll leawe it' to you,, npw,letStleave it at that
for now.. Bol: was silent for a moementthen he said,, I don't know whaﬂfto say’ Pete,, except
thanks pal.. I ecould see he was owerwhelmed;, so I said,, what time are you'brigginngW%
hesaid TBLL Bring hHer tomorrow first about eight-o-clock if its alright with you,, Just
to intfodﬁde her to Sarahfnd while I'm at itfaiﬁ$; I think:Sgrahﬂsza smashingfgi;ﬁ; Well
I said,I lowe her Bol and thats all that matters to me,, ol and don't forget: either way
Qh#févefﬁis going to Happen what I said hefore,I meam that, not ewem the girls ,right,,
right Pete he said.. Its time I locked® up now Eul so I'll walk part way with you if
you'll hang on a see,, I'll just get the key,, I checked the fire and the windows' then
the ¥ack door ,ewerything seemed to Be in order so I joined Bolb on the step them locked
the premeses.. 4s I walked homewa?é‘l I asked Bob if he yould d? me -a fawour,, namigft'
Pete he said, Texplained how diffiiailt it would te to choose betweenJosh and myselﬁ;his
B=st man if he decided to get marriedjso ,, although I would deem it! & great honour, I
would Be happy if he would pick Josh,, in any case, Hé's*the one who would liwen the proe—
proceedingsand I would help Him out  where he neededit. Bol said,, listem Pete ,Jomh got
im before you so I want you to toss for it and to make it fair,, any of the three'lassies
aen toss the coim, hows that.. I thought trust Josh, I might;ﬁave known he'd think off
it first.. I said to ;Boly yes that seems right ,. by thén we had reached his house
as he took his key out,I said goodnight Botb, see you and Iwy tomorrow night ,yes
goodnight matehganswered the next minute I was alone and thinking of Sarah. Walking
slowly home, I met the local Bobby on his rounds,. I mentioned that the chipymﬁas
empty so would he keep an eye on it for a while, he told me that sargent Butler Had told
him all about it and in any case, he liked young miss Sarah and he hoped that we both
would be werry happy together. I thanked him and said that when we got married, there
would bz’two_specialwinwitations for him and sargentBhtler” that put a2 smile on his fage
but I Said; it‘wontvbe for a bit yet and he replied that waitng was second nature to him
I said, oﬁﬂicer” I think your a good man. and so does the whole streéﬁ, we think a lot
of you, you might gét some stick now and again but on: the whole,we Lawe great respect
for you, now if you'llexcuse me I'm off to bed, work in the morning,so ™1 say goodnight,
goodnight Peter he said and walked on shining his lamp in doorways and back ginnels
I reached for my key as I put a foot on the door step,'the house was in darkness, as I
entered the hallway, Mum czlled downstairs,, Peter, yes Mum,, have you locked up, just now
Mum, why, when you come upstairs, bring us some Bi carb will you and a cup of water
yé§‘Mum I answered,, I'1l not be & minute. I 1it & match and put it to & teper then lit
”tpe gas lamp,athen I searched in a cupbbard and found the bi carb ,, went into the

bgek kitchen and took & cup from the

draini i i :
tap and put some water init 7€ side of the sink held it under the

y the light from the kitchen was enough for me to see what



(b~
I was doing, besides, I Kmew where everything was so I Didnt knock anything over, Itook the
thlngs up to Mum who had 1it her gandle and I didnt foget the spoon I knew she would need,
As T entered the room, my Dad lifted his head from the pillow and said alright son, I
sald alright Dad” Mum took the things I had brought her, thanked me then they both emhid
me goodnlght I answered and closed the door . My room felt a bit eold as I entered and’
11t my candle, the window was open about six inches so I ciosed it , I sat on my bed”
took my shoes off ,slipped them under the bed and got undressedr put the Blankets and sheg
back shook my pillow up a bit then got into bed. ‘Sarah had given me a photograph of
herself, & kind of portrait ,. I picked it up ,, looked at it then kissed it and”sfééJit
back up on the dresser , pulled the clothes back owver myself and settled down to sleep.
Seven sharp the next morning, I awakened automatiealy,, I yawned,, siretched my arms outt
then I waited,, Mum would be shouting any minute for meé to get up$ and get down sﬁalrs;
Peter” Mum shouted up: from the bottom of the stairs,, Head cocked om one side and’ a Hand
on the bannlster ra11” Peter are you up,, yesMum I'1ll Ye down in a tiek,. Mum,,yes”f wheres
my overalls, down here son,, I'we put a patch on: for you”'thanks Mum,. I’mz'éeﬁhdng;nnwg
by that time I'd got dressed andwas on my way down in'hy stocking feetygIn the kdtcHen,
I spotted my overalls, Igrakted them and’ got into them, found my boots: and slipped
into themphen I went into the back kitchen and' swilled my hands and face,, dried myself
then sat downat the table,, Dad entered then ,, morning son he said morning*Dad\Mum;I said
thanks for patching my oweralls Mum,, eatt your Yreakflast som she said, we had porridge,,
two Hmlled eszs and toast therewas some marmalade as well Dad Had some,but I nmewer:
thhered while Iwas eating my last piece of toast, I pushed back my chair and Taced
_up my working Boots. that done I drank the last of my tea and got up ,. thankyou Mum I
said I 11 Be Back at tem past fiiwve,. I$m going to pick Saral:.up at the stationm,, if you
dont m1nd Mum” I'1n Brlng Sarah back here first Mum , them hawe my tea withh her. It
s0 happened that Bale's parents were away at that time and Mum Had® left word with them
to tell Balb to drop in for his tea as well,, so while waiting for Saral and’ I to arriwe,.
Bol: could go home and wash and change fiirst,, afiter his tea he could go and collect
Iwy, and take her to the shop. Sarah and I would be there by then,, Mum said’' A1T that
had Been arranged because she knew me better than anybody and' sHeunderstood what I would
say. As I was: leaw1ng.our house ymisses Heapcame itrotting 'up the streets, yow Hooa Peter:
she- cilled” I went to meet Her,,mlsseazﬂeap,l saidj, you eam run: faster than me But: what
is it love,Peter she said ,, Sarali's comming up firom Bristol and she's bringing some
““heawy luggage” can you arrange for a carter to pieck it' up and she said take it to your
house, its heawy and delicmte Mut yeu*must get somebody to help,, thats the message Peter
I thanked misses Heap and kissed Her on Ler cheeky, I said, misses Heap ,mever leawe
the shop,, I dont know what I'd do without you and thanks agaim. misses Heap, heamed),,Ok
Pﬁter she sald, you are 2 niae man” I musﬂ get ﬁack thuugﬁh m1ssex_Ewans Has just gone
in and you know ‘how nosey she 1s,,and oﬂﬁ she went trotting hack to her shops Thatt pyt
‘me in a quander” if I ren I might: catch Josh before He went to work;, some times he was
late setting;ofﬁ&" Yes thank Godd,, he waé.jmst-leawing;” I Vhisi&bd}rhe knew my whistie,,

he looked round T wawed moxidningklﬁmll wanted him,, he came towards me,, wvhat is it Pete
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I would't stop you Josh tut I wani your Htelp, canyou come with me after work ,, Sarsi pHone
me up this morming to say that I'we to take @& horse and cart and pick up some heavy i
"stuff she's ¥ringing beck with Her,, she said as I have to get a 1ift so how about i%,,

Josh said ,, right Pete,, I'll be &t your house at quarter past ,, see you I must dash,,

so long Pete,, thakks Jash,, so long I called after Him, he waiwed and Hurried om to workw

‘My mext problem was & horse and cart for this ewening,, I thought: aboutt it while goimg
to:wotk. Whoy, perhaps I would think:off somebody when I was working.. I was leawingz my
tea g%ﬂ-*im‘ the works cabin when the whistle blew to start worky, tlhe foreman: shouted,, Peter,

Mister Spenwer want a word come with me, I accompanied Him to~the offiee, we knocked
‘and walked in, the owner off the firm was waiting fior us, now Petfer he said,, I wantt you

to go to my hHouse and renowate my - twoy gate postsy, as: you.kn‘ow,, they were Built up
of Brick, well, my daughter has & new motar €ar,, one off them wew Riley things,, the

'8illy &irl has nocked one ,, it wantsputting Back: and I want a good’ jok doing,, mow it

means that you milgt as welll point the ather one while you're &t it ,, make -em lookc
#like if you see what I meam Peter.. Yes, I understand mister Spencer, I said), the

foremam said,, four and a half hours should doy it Peter s® ,, awd om now,, I want a good
jolb doing, the bBest,, I'we got the stufif ready for you and my eoak: knows ' you're eomming
she'll see you get you're dinner and a trew at tem g0 when the jobs findshed), come to
the house and tell me,, I$1I1 Have a look:at it ,, iff ite to my satisfactiom you can go:
home, iff not then you'll have to:do it s1ll ower agaim till itr is right ,, uﬁders-.tand“,,

‘the Big boss had spoken,, yes mister Spenecer I said.. I went out of the office and
‘eanlleated my gear and the neeessary toalls then ofﬁI wen‘t,I got there atibutt ten. to: nine
and Began dlsmatllng the gatepast right away,, at fiwe past tem, sure enough,, the eoak,,

Mildred came out with a pint off tea and a big pieae of fruitecake,] thanked Her and said’
is he in yet, Mildred answered yes;, he's always tack: far His tea, thankyou Mildred I saidj.
1#11 just nip up and see himy, I want a word. Iwalked to the House with Her and was

shown into his study,, yes peter what is it he asked,, well sir I said,, I was thinking,.

how about me making the sateway wider whille I'm at it,, that way slt should" mt Happen again
But if you think not then I'lL get tmck. and earry om, gumd idea Pet-gr,_,}&& Tisten Tad,
lTets & dowm and I'11l let you kmow by MHow much. He finmisHed drinking His. tea then we
went downto the J@B},, afiter a 1ittle thought,, He turned to me and said,, bm, yes: Tad,
two feet further,, what ddo you thinky, I said no sir ,, Because ,. if you make itt toow wide,,

" it would mean new gates and ,, if I may say soy, you're daughter might: go too fast in

and out thaf is if you make it too easy for her, how about , fifteen inshes sir,. that
ats

dam good thinking young fella I know exactly what you're driving at, yes make it
£ifteen and dont forget, A good jo and Peter ,yes mister spencer,, cook!' 1T tell you
whem dinnmers ready, then off he strolled back to the house thanks mister Spencer I sa

called he acknoledged with a wawe of his hand w«nd disappeared into the house . I got
on with the Jjoh. dinner time @ame,, Iate mine ,,thtnked the coolk and went straiglit back

?nthe joby half past three Saw me dourg Hhe ather gate post ,, pouim;lngr and titiwating
it up , then I was done, I cleaned up round it then went to the House and asked the bogs

to:
inspeat it, he ceme out y» measured up and declared that he could'nt hawe done x et
exr

....' GNPV J
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Jath himselfl.. he was satisfiied &rrd sktctwedd it by 5iw:|.ng me -five sh:.‘.Lllngs~ and. tellirrg me *b‘o
'mip off home,, I touched’ ny cap ami thanked him then I tirned ang: walk:\ed’ away. Hold" 13&
‘:young Peterhe shouted,, El'sie ¢an run you Home ,; she 's g01ng your way so: Just‘ hang" ot for
& minute. I walted them- she ¢eme round the cormer im the ear which was: damaged om one
side where the runmi ng board was that was: the passenser side,, she stopped and’ said, Yow
Peter ,, yes miss I said ,, well Peter, you'lll hgweto ride in ‘the Back hehind' me,, get. I'my,
I opened the rear doar behind® where she sat s, bhrew my stuff in and Iumped’ m SHe could
driwe alright,, tut it was a &ad’ jo¥ there was nothing comming the other wayv,. Her steer,.
img, was @ little erratic td say the least.. I was: glad when we reached our street end: and
asked to tHe let down ,, she stopped’ the car and I g1 outy, I touched my cap to Her and #
thanléed her,, she gave me & big smile and’ & wawe and drove off. Isaid’ to myself, plew,, - -
what & driwer,, then I picked up: my things and' went: Home. The was a breeze klowing and’
I ceught the sound of the townhall «lack c:kti’mi‘ng' 2 quattér -past four as I eniﬁéfé&?'our
house, Mum said Hellw son what Hrings. you Back: soearly, I explained to Mum as: she
made me @& pint off tea,, she said that Jashb nmipped in at d-‘i‘nmer,, and’ had' somethinge tofeat
thensaid something about a Horse and’ ezrt,, He's got ome to go to the station with
~you he said,, ean't think: why though,, I explained to Mum what had transpired’ that morne
ing,, then I said Mum, if you dont mind,, I'11 mowe the Iifa;ll stand Just! in case it is:
something awkward to Yring im, &oad idea son she said,, Your Dad 1D be back 'im any
cese to help you so I'l]J have all the tea ready for when you get here oh and’ Peter;,
yes Muml said while makeing for the back kitchem, I want a quiet word with you,, I
‘turned bmck into the kitchen, what is it Mum T said,, well now, she said,, whats wrong

with Iwy,, your aunt Ruth's teem and tells me that Iwy 's been sick every morning,

yom know what that maans dont you,, Well Mum I said, dont’ you think that's between Boh

and Ivy, Mum, I want you to know that Bob told me about it and asked me to say nothins
Becruse he wants to tell aunt Ruth hlmself and ask if he can marry her as soon as they
can. Oh said Mum, well in that case, I wish them the best but if you think T

say nothing then I'l1l crack sn I dont know as yete I went to um and kissed her , dlum

should

I said, you re a very understanding Mum and I love youe. I 11 tell you this Mum, Sarah
wont be pregnant when I marry her, thats a promise lum, now afterwards , who knows,’

Mun smiled at that and said, "eter, in a way Ifm glad +that Bob's marrying Twey; it'ID

be the making off her,, now go and ha“e jxpur wash my som and’ I Towe you tooe. Quarﬁerﬂ past

fiwe om the dot,, Josh was at the door knocklng, I said see you Mum and Jumped on the cart

beside Jash, Josh made & noise with hls mouth and we mowed off to: tHe stetiom, I checked
for his lhmpa,, yes they g#were there. As: we trotted elong,, I asid to® Josh,Iam grateful

But How did Igct no further, I'l11" explaim if you'll giwe me chance,, now 1’J:a*b‘em,, Ireme:

saw me ‘in & shop at dinmer,, Iwas Bnynrg a pie I asked her if she wamted owme stte said yes,,
that was why she was there, so: I bought her ome. T g0t talking and’ mentioned” abodit a

horse and an'rt* I wanted ffor tonlght,, she tookc me to the tofflee f&c:toryLa_rx_d“ spoke to the

m.anager, straight away He aﬂﬂeredi the loam of" this , I hawe to: Hawe it back for eisght

‘2nd his stable mam will see t0 it then so we're airf-gm:t,, now  Ireme said’ that amy



Chance off a fish supper tomorrow night would Ye acuaepiable,. and’ it would le z mice wam/tb
mee: t Both ‘girls. WHy not I said,, anyway,, give the stablemen this tem otk whem you get! btack
Josh and’ tell Irene , a fish supper anytime she wantis omne ,. well Jesh you know that ,I'm.
certain Sarsh and Ireme will Ye goad' friends and Iwy tow. We arriwed at the station and’
sequred the horse to a Hitehing rail and waited for the train: from Bristol,. it' was: three
mimites late arriwing. when. it pulled’ in ,I looked f£or Saral, we saw each other ,, she =m
smiled and wawed to ﬁe,;I wawed' hack: and wentt to Help Her dowm fromthe compariment,
- hawe you got transport she asked as she threw ler arms round: my necit and gawe me &

lowely Wig kiss, Yes I said,, as I kissed Her agaim, I'we missed you darling I smidj,

yes Iknow sweetheart she said),, Tets get the luggageldut of the wam shall we, I nodded
tut what is it I asked,, O You'lll see she said,, come on,, and’' led' me to the guard'a vam.
I want two porters please she said;, so the guard touched His Hat and said ,, yes miss,,
right away miss,, and Hurried: off to fiind them. Im no> time at all the guard brousght two
porters'to the guards wan and said ,Here you are miss,, thankyou guard she said’ and
gave him something,, He touched® his cap 2gain and said thankyou wery much mise, then he
entered the wan with the two men and twousght out a big chest put it on a trolly and went
Hzek into the wam , this time,. they stagsered out with a long bYox ,printed onithim
Gig Black letters were the words, with eare,, £lass ,. ﬂragilgﬁgraH:Said\piease do- ke wery
aarefulwont you,, they were , they wheeled the two pieces out to the waiting Jash..
Josk came foward and said ,Hella Sarall, kissed ler as told as Wrass stepped‘h&dﬁ'an&
s#id, welecome back miss Saralt. Saralh liked that and said thankyou Josl, that# was wery
miee of you, Josh Hlushed,, now Pete you would'nt Hegrudge me that would you , I smiled
and said , you're a wery well mannered man Josk,, I like that,, you deserved® it . The
trunk and the long heawy bBox were ecarefully placed on the wagony, -Saral: felt in Her
purse then pulled out a ten bob note, gave it to the porters thanked them'and they in
turn , touched their caps and sauntered off with the trolly. Peter,, Saral said,, can
you hold my Bag and wait for me for a short while, I want to go to the ladies room, its a
long way from Bristol, of eourse darling,. you go , offf she went , it was getting dark so
we 1it the three lamps onthe gart ,. the red one we hung at the Hack, when all wes ready
Sarah was Back, I Helped’ Her on to the eart and sat Her letween Josh: and I. As we rolled
foward Sarab said Josk please do ke eareful dont trot the horse I'm frightened of this in ¥
this Box treaking,, Joshk said dont worry Sarah , we'll walk, and we ambiled on to our house,
Dad and Bo® eame to thedoor and ecarefully took the large tox off the cart and into our
westatiule,, Saral said to Dad’' ,. please mister Nelsam, c2n you open it with great care
Dad said He would try ,. we twrouglt the trunk in and set it im the kitchen,Mum was there
and warmly welcomed Saral, asked Her tomsit down and put a eup: of tea in Her hand, Sarah
was greatful ,, she loaked’ up and smiled when she heard Dad, MUm He shouted: ,come énd’lamkg
what a Beauty, Mum went and shrieked with delight ,welll never she said, new er im all
my lifehave 1 seen such a lowelything, Dad came into the kitchen and said what on earth

aan we do with that, sarah said ,, Peter, come and look, we went and when I saw what it was

I stood there open mouthed s Sarah kissed me and said , my grandfather made them,, this
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‘Was his fawaurite,. Mum;-asked me where I wanted it to goy, Its toe waluealle to leawe lying &

arround sol thocugfifh;,'-.";'?emll..Pet'er Iowve,, you want mind' Hewing it Here will you, I meam oh I
dont knéw How to put it , welll,, you do love me dontyou Peter, Sara}f;, Saral: isafd‘,, ol of—

gourse I'11! marry you if you want me ,, tutt lets: not rush things elt,, I kissed Her ,, she
said ,, I want to get merried im about,. three or fiour months Peter please, thHem thats
settled I said, now,. mot @ word to: anyane yet, im three weeks: ,we'll officialy get engagel
does that éuit yom,, aih yesPpter darlims,, thHat's' just right. and thankyou, oih new I said tém
thankyou: derling . We went Heaks into. the Kitcliem, Mister and’ misses: Nellsom she szid,,
that is praa‘bi‘&zll‘y priceless ,, I Hope you wont mind® It Being Here,, that, grandfather —
‘clomk-is what I did walue most apart from. my mesther,, mow ,I Hope you dont. mind butt
Peter and’ you now come second’ affter my mthersm what Better place to: Bring it te instezd
of it lying im stqrage eovered’ over with am old Hit of rag. Dad went! to. Saralh and’ seid), S«

Saral’', come here and let me hug you , Mum said, Seral,, you ean liwe Here a= long as
youw: want ,J lowe you tooe Szrath went awer to Mum and put Her arms round' Her and’ kissed ke:
her, afiter a Wig hug f‘rom{'ba&;‘therrl,num: said,lets Hawe our tea. Bob all the while was:

keeping in the haekground,, I put my Hand om His shoulder and said,, come on my mate,,
afiter teaz you cem bring Iwy to the shkop,, we can Hawe our nztter them, Bok smiled and’

whispered,, its om, I said I see, wellBal, bhe happy‘ tHings will ke alright, you'll see.

We sat down to 2 good tea and Bolw them showed no ‘sigm of worry,, lte ate @ Hearty meal.
Sarah gawe Dad the ¥ey to unlock the gra&d’ﬂ’*athrer' clack and showed Him How to wind it , i
-struck every muartsr then on the hour it Belted forth , just: 1ike the town Hall clock.
~Dad realy lovm@d®it .. The wasHing up dame,Mum took: Sardh to my room and’ showed lher where to
pugr her Emimgs thigs, Dad and I Had tsken Her trumi upstairs, I left 2 box of matches
for herby the candle ‘and” said I would Buy Her a new flangled lamgf tomorrow,. so she
eould find her way upstairs or whatewer. Bub Had gone so whem Saral: came’ dowrr agaim,

I took: her to> the shop, We just op,.erxed ‘the door and Bod: and’ Iwy came im, Saral loaked
round and was amazed ,, the place heing so spotless,, she said,, I didnt expect all this,,
this is marwelous it realy is,, we imtrodueed Her to Iwy who I said’ was m& Vfawouri*'t‘e

" cousimy, then Bol said ,we've decided to get married im flour weeks;. I asked Her paremts

tonishit and they agréed , right Iwy ,thats right Boly, Iwy said,, so lets celelrate

this weekend shall we,, Mum's putting a spread ony, so I hope you ean come am Saturday,,

and mind the goats, right Bojp,I1'11 say said Buk,, I'IT Buy you an engagement ring hefore
then: tho: ,Saralt said,, oft,, How niee,, I like going to weddings, Ivwy said] Saraly: would
you mind Heing & bridesmaid,, S Saral: looked: at her and said yes, I would® like that wery muchk
well said Iwy,, you see,, I liwe out of town so to speak and' csont“a@‘t‘ with other girls of’
'my age group is diffficul? so I hawe no: what youw would call clase firiends its: a matter
- off not being aBle to éet intor towm easy.. S—arah‘: said;,, well if you are going to Hel; me #en
tomorrow,, we: will get to know each other hetter and I'm sure ywwe'll get on wery well..
“Now, let me s_ee,,; hawe a new pimmy somewhere that should fit-, I'li get it out im the
- ‘morning,, ean yoﬁ He here at ten o clowky, yes Iwy said and I'll do my Best for you,, I
wont et you dowm, you'll see,, well,, mioe meeting you Saralt, see you tomorrow them

ta ra, ta ra Pete,, see you,. s long Saral: love,, see ya Pete, 0 ;’4/ ofy/ﬁ; ; iy
’ re so Bob
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When they had gone,, we locked the door,Sarah said), Dets have a cup: of tea,, theres no milk Is
s@id,. oh no she said, then she said,, I'm: just going upstairs to change,, I szid,. now dont
Sarah, w becmuse , that would the tempting fate,, so go upstairs and get your thinss
and take them to our house,, saral. love I do want you But I mus 'nt, it would'mtt Be fair to ye

you and I know that you want me but lets: keep our promises: to our parents: if you aam,.
oh Péter, I do want you But your right,, anyway I will hawe to He bHelped,, I '1T admit
to you now, I'vwe newer teem with & man ewver h)éﬂo_re“ so whem we get married, will he
time enough.. Sarali my darling, I'we newer Beem with a womam in that sense before so we.
Goth will learn as we go on onee we are married,. Ok Peter darling, youare a dear and
I lowe you zll the more for it. Saral was still talking as she went upstairas: I stood®
waiting at th e Bottom,, Peter she called, come up here & moement please, I Hesitated,,
come on she said so I went up slowly,. in here she said), I walked into: the roam,, it Hadi
that oosy look: about it ,, what do you think she s@idy, miece I said wery nice;, well she
sgid,, I hawe no secrets Peter and you may as well know that I am Justt liwing flor the day
tut I must telhave myself and’ I promise Peter, I realy dbw she colected her things amdi
‘pu¥ them in a cEse,, you c¢an come into this room any time my lowe and I wont mind prowided
Yow: stay as you. are now a gentlemam .ThHankyou Sarah: I said you know that tonightt ,, my
Bed is yours,and I will Be at JasH's,, comeam »I1'11 teke you Home sweetheart,, Sarah
kissed me agaim passiocmately then said you're goad’ for me Peter darling,, come on them
lets go.. we went downstairs checked round®* then locked up behind us as we went out. Mum
wes waiting when we got in and said that I mus'mt forget to come for ny; breakfast
im the morning and to pieck up my Beit tin and tea eam andj,I had to come home to get
achanged 1in zny case ,I said yes Mum and thenI went to Saralh y»» kissed her goodniight
s¥id goodnight to Mum a2nd went! out: locking the doar Hehind me. Josh vas: vaiting up
when I knoaked om the door, Hiya Pete come in-he s&id,, same room,, Dad’ and Mim's: in bed
wamt & drink or owt,, no thanks JoshI answered, he was dying to kuow ta—lewew what was:
im that wooden arete,. I told hHim to try and guess,, giwe me a clue he said ol alright
I said as I slumped dowm in his Dad's hig High back. chair,, em now let me see,, yes I
said, it speaks for itself,, ek, Josh , afiter a seeond or two he said,. I know,, a stuffed
gorila,, no Isaid try hard think, what do you hear when the wind's. blowing this: way,,
6h ,1,, em,, a,, town allcloak,, he said to me,, well done I &aid to: him mow think,, sot it
said JosH, @& granpa ticker an a 4ig um a2t that el aml rightt Pete, thats it I said
and tomorrow you will see why sargqh was so anxious about it,, its so Beautiful Believe
me, any way, tomorrow, you'lLL see for yourself,, Josh pursed his lips together and
silently Hlew,, no wonder she asked us to go steady ehhe said. Josh yawned, stretched
thensaid, I'mjust going to the bhack yard, I'll not be a minute ang on,. Josh went to
relieve himself ,he came Back fastenming his fly buttons, after rinsing his Handsunder the
tap, _he grabbed a towel that was hung up by the kitchen sink dried his: hands and ceme
Back, Pete he said, when you go to bed, Mum told me to tell you to be careful,, she's
put 2 mouse trap under the dressing table,, it seems we have a visitor probably come
ine bYag o eoel or some at, I, Isaid might a done,, if I ear a alick later on y&'11

fleteh it in for ya tu play wi, save ya suckin yer thumby,, Josh laughed

”‘Wete lie s2id snd went to ted, E/_Léﬂ WED,

any: vay I'm offf
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Josh's Mum wass up and about' when I gott downstains the next' morning,, Iwished her good morning
and told her not to make me anything as Mum. would be getting breakfast: ready ,, she said
right Peter, But just go and give Joshua a shake beflore I went, Idid that and Josh sat up
o mornin Pete he said »» tell Mum I'm hawing my tea at your house tonight, see you Pete
right Josh I said see you for tea tonight then,, I withdrew and went Back downstairs,
ﬁéssed his message on and His Mum said,, that Josh, he does like liver and oniong
tell your Mum Pete and just mention that I'1l be round aboutt ten‘abou$-her new. curtains,
T .said I'd Ye Back at night‘and went off h?ﬂﬁf I opened the door and walked through to the
kitchen, Icould smell bacon y morning Mum I ‘said , shush se said » dont waken Sarahl,
let her sleep on a HWit, the poor lass is Bound to be tired, yes Mum { replied, whereks
my working togs, I put them on this chair, in the owen lad, they'll bBe nice and warm
by now, thanks Mum,I'll change in the baek kitchen out of the way, you'll do no such
thing Peter Nelson, if you have something your Dad has'nt, then you should be in
& side show,, and whats more I 'we seen you enough times naked not to bother seeing you
ch&nge'so get on with it then come and have your breakfast.. I changed quickly then
sat down and had my breakfast. Time I was: on'my way Mum I said,, thanks 9 IﬁIl Just get:
my Hait tin and Billy can, see you tonight,. okt and Josh is comming for tea,, alright
son, I'l]l Be helping at the shop at dinner with Ivy, ta ra h then lad and take e2re,
I was out of the house and on my way to work,, Tony came towards. me, grinning like a
cheshire cat,, hiya Pete he Beamed,. guess: what, Dora told me last night,, I'm going to,
Be a father,, isnt that great Pete,. I congratulated Mtim , asked Him to &ive my lowe tp
Dora,said that I'd drop in tosee them shortly and earried on to work. The foremenm met
me on the site ,, mornin Pete ladhe smiled; mornin toss I said,, anything wrong T asked,
no he said just come to tell you that your wages have inoreased anocther fiwe hbﬂ%,wha#
d'ya think of that then he asked,. gee, thanks boss I said,, thats great, how can I thank
you,he smiled and said Pete lad, just dont go tellin ix about,, you've earned it lad
and from now on, you'r next to me, if I'm ever off, youhgﬁgin charge so today,, I'11
show you the ropes,. you'll get your money just the same, even if you dont lay a brieks,
nmow the flirst thing is, as the boss always says,, a brew first thing to eolleat your wits
as it were , then round the site putting right whats wrong, listeming to mwhat the men
have to say,, mewer fopget to @all them By their first name and las+t but most important
smell their breath, any Wody with a strong smell of drink;, two chances,, either keep them
om the ground,, or send’ them packing,. no matter How good they might Ye Because,, your in:
charge and” it only takes one slip then you're in troukie » HAve you gott all that Petwm
lad), yes boss I szid. Prom: now on ,, you e¢2ll me Sam,, Isaid wyes. btoss I meanm Sam,. He
smiled at that and said come on »lets: hawe that brew. We Both entered' the Hut; the tea
boy had Hrewed up for me as well so we sat down,, Sam opened a drawer and: pulled out a
large 33%% of paper, know what this. is Pete he asked,, I lToaked,, unrolled: it then said ,
its a blw® print of the site I said,, yes Hut: can you understand itt He asked,, of aourse
I said , thats one thing I learned at might sehooll, right: He said’ ,, Afiter a flew more

questions he was satisfied, we drank our tea and moved out: , we strolled round® the site

I noticed a aouple off planks with wet alay and mud on them i said, Hold on Sam,. T
g 1’_
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'y NOW watch he said, we stood ang waited,, & chap
e scafifolding with an empty wheelBarrow ang down the planks
right over the wet olay, slithered a little then carried on,

Sam: said hang on,not yet,.
the chap eventualy returnmed with witha pile of mortar in his b

arrow,, going up the rlank,
he slipped down a wuple of feet when he wheeled onto the wet clay,, undeterred, he tried g
2gz2in, no, he couldnt make it, Sam saidto me,, deal with it',,I approached the man and said
iff you clean the plank, you'll manage better, he looked at me,

Sam Hid behind some bricks:
he watched, the mansaid,, I ean't Be Bothered €

leaning pPlanks, sod: ity I said so you'd

rather ‘;ﬁéﬁ company's time trying to get ower it eh*,v 'v'vh’a:t's. it to you anyhow,': I aaijd’ welll

I dont like to see time wasting and,, mare i’mportdmb‘,_ I dont. want &ny unnecessary mishaps,,

whats more still,, when your Goss: isnt alout, I'm in aliarge,. nmow, get' that «leaned ofif
or get offf the site which dom you want. The man said 80rTy,. I did'nt know,, Isaid),. clean

thett agaim,, if your off work ,, how ean

»» USe your head mam.. the man said’ yes your
quitee right, I'm: SOTrTry, it wont happen agaim. he got a sh

glad to see, he put some &rit on the plank..
who were argueing about the depth of some fou

it offr now,. and never ever g0 oma plank like

you keep your family with no money comming in

owel aleaned the plank and I was
I turned: away and went towards a group of mem
ndations. they were digging. Whats: the troubile
here I asked), are you in charge an Irish newwy asked' me ,, if nott

"9 e aliout your Business
I said ,, whem the oss is'nt bere, I am im aiarge so whats the pro‘thlemx,, these fellas say
this trench has to be only eighteen i

nches,. an I say two floot six
bed for concrete or Yricks,, look: for yourself mam, I said,, come with me, and we'll hava
2 look om the rlans.. S.am had’ followed me and still kept out of

Because theres: no dec:emt

sight tut as we entered?
the aabin, he came in and saidy, earry om Pete dont &tu'mf me,,

the Irish mam ang I looked owe
the plans for that particular house,

it was two foot' six 80 with that,

tack and the digging went on. Sam sat down ang said
realise, isnt there Peter, I answered in the affirma

the Irishman went

s theres more in it tham what Poeple
tive,, then he said;, mister Spemmer

Jou got omy, I must 88y, I'm impressed
Ok I saig, Sam,, your the one who started me on at thig firm,, and you taught' me: a1l 1

m: very gratefull,, he eame ower and

I have to start om a2nother site,, and I have to see

Now, your om a months: trial ang:
approves,. then you take ower the lot: Here,, you'll

firom me or the oss,, you'llget it ang: we'llbaek you
Jabo as foreman Peter you'll

told me to start you om this Jol and see how

know, and I'm Just doing what you showed me, ang. T
said, Welll Peter,, im a months to'me,,

that somebody aompetant takes ower,, It mister Spencer

make mistekes butt ¥ you aski adwice
up all the way.. If you take the

Ye paid' ag one,, you must act as one and’
Be fair But not sofit and” wateh out for any fiddli’gpa,,
you catch.. You will He told Yy mister Spencer thati yo
eareful, iff you think you need mem,

treat the mem well
dont allow it, and’ sagk. anybody
U ean Hire or fire Hyut be wery;

Hire them. ang when things. get slaek: yo
iome, its not nige Hut that is what you

fow, thats the Jath,. you!

U must fire
're paid flor and you cant’ afford to be sentimental
Ve seem: some of it and theres Plenty mor

e up to now,. I think Yyow
¥ill mzke a good foreman But abowe all things Peter,,

for God*s sake, dont let i go to-
its: your turn to hawe a S8Y,right, I said) I
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Peter he said, you dont need to get permission to improwe the jo% or make it more iIfficient
just do it ,, remember,, thuilders: are always pressurd, its a equt throat Business: g0 any
labour saving dewices or new ways that come up, let me in on it so that I eanm Benefit

as well, certainly 5am:, you'll be the only one though I have as a matter of fact heem

reading the papers: that come out and when they get their act together,I'll be one jump:
ahead of them never fiear .. Well Peter ,, my joW now, is to help you through this month:
then its all yours, do you think you cen cope he asked ,, I'1l give it a dam good try
You can Bank o n it Sam and its all thanks to you I wont let you down Sam I said, ome
last word on the subject Peter lad, get yourself ome of them little stiff Beaked Books:
and use 1t for everything like a2 diary then,if something Happens aone week and it erops:
up agsin you're ready flor itoh and Keepm your eye an that dammed steamwagom He's a rum

Blighter ifi ever there was aone as you well Know,, yes: Sam you're right, and' I will.
We Both spent the rest of the day touring round' the site and” making decie ionms and

giwing adwiee to apprentiees ,, I personaly tried to memorise their ffirst mames,, &
difficult task: because there were about thirty men om the site and I was Interested
to notiae their reactions when they learned of my promotiom because that' gave me am
insite as to> how they would! perform whem I took ower permanently. 1 asked SAm aboutt
one or two:of the men,, he replied: that they were good workers but' a Bit inclined’ to
grumbile so ifl they got threatened: withthe sack: at the first inclination of bo ther;,
they would know that I hrooked no argy Bargy and’ they would soon bickle down to work.
Mister Spencer walked round unexpeatedly in the afternoom and spottted me showing
an appremitice how to put the string line ower His work and working to it,, I stayed
untilll he got it true and: plumb them I knoeked' it away and made Him: do It agaim, whem
he did it again right,. I repegted process and made Him do it" again but a little gquiicker
I watcled’ Him carefully for z whike themw Yefit him, as I turned round,, Ispotted’ a chap
mixing conarete ocm a Board), I watched and’ saw that he was putiting toe much sand im the

mix, Iwent up to him and told® him about it He told me ton p— offf he'd Been mixing

concrete like that,, all weekc I told him, no mare,. them his mate came down the seaffolding
and asked what the troulle was.’I explained’ who: I was: and® to stop work,, Iwas going for
the toss,, well feteh him they said,, Sam: came andi played up, the whole weeks work had to
Be takem dowm a2nd made goadi. the two men who: krew fetter, were skimping the cement so +
that they aould pineih & tag without' ith Being missed), I pointed this outt to Sam who
sacked’ them on the spot,, Nister Spemewer had lbeen: watching and came up tp ask what the
troulile was,, Bam: explaimed’ im detail' 2and he sa&id that it wass & good thing the Buildinmg
inspectors were not roundj, the whole site would have to have Beem shHut: down till the
whole lot had beem tested,, thanks Peter ,, you'we prewented a hig catastrople,, keep it
up lad, you're doing fiine . Now I {think: a nightwatchman: would Be as well from: noﬁ on,,
get hold of old Gawim. we'we Had' him: hefore and He'Ill come tomight ,, He has: & fercetous:
beast of a dogy, and those two willle Beck I know so we'll He ready prowided I giwe
Ga¥in: the tip. Old Gawim Parker liked to sit by & brazier smoking His cley pipe and

brewing upy, he aould send’ his: dog off roumd! the site and’ kmow .tHat. any one Hangimg noumd
would either mowe or get Bittem . Sam agreed and semt the tea lod tm let Gaygs
“Wim knowe
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Whem the Boss mister Spsm:aer' had’ gone,, Sam s#id,, my word Peter, that was: = clase one elh,
mow you see how easy it is to fiddle, 1'm beholdem to you ladi, thHeres not much I ean teach
you,, if you want,. he looked at his wateh ,, hm, quarter past four, you ean pack in for: today
1'11 see you tomorrow,, and tell that Dad of yours ,JI'm glad he ¥rought you from school
to work for usand don't forget to tell Him. that you're the new foremam om this site,,
and By the way,, when this site is finished, you will still be 2 foreman andno doudt
will Be offered’ another ome somewhere,, right Sam I saidj,, t&fank.yqu,,fll get my gear and scram
As I walked off the site,, the two sacked men were waglting for me, they came at me from
either side,, I took my lump Hammex: outt and' sgid,, ecome on them, I wawed the Tump: Hammexs,
they toth had’ cluls and came at me, I kicked ome om his kmee,, Ne let out a yellof painm,,
at the same time,, I warded offf & Wlaw from: the @ither chap , itt stumg = kitand thatt mede
me. very Zngry,, 1 tipped my beg from my sloulder, it dropped to the ground' then I just
charged: the flellow,, we flell tbo jhe groumdand my fist: smashed into His mouthy, Blood' sperted
firom. Him,, I Hit him againthen Ismashed’ a backhanderoniis: face te groaned I got ur ,, Tooked
round’' for his mate ,, te was limping towards me with His clulh raised), I smatched thHe club
firom the mam still growning on the ground and mett thethe: othier manstriking at his arm: Hol
ding the aluly I put some forece beltind my Blow as 1 econmected, I heard a erack, hHe
dropped’ the club and’ yelled® you'we brokeit,, te ram off Holdimg his arm,, I turned to the
other man who was: just getting up off the ground, He eried out moo moo f:ﬂleasg noo more I'm
sorry, he put his Hand’ to his: face touched it them lomited at yhe Hlood am his Hhand,, I
stood in firont of Him, gratbed’ the firom of His shirt and shook Him,vI said,, nobody ever:
puts aftend om me without Heing sarryy mow , iff I ewer so much s see you rounm lere ewer
agaim I realy willl thump: you and mextt time I'ID nott just play: with you mow git and rum
and take your mate tb hospital,, tis arm's broke,, you're just lucky. The mam ram afiter
his mate,, I took: & minutte }t’o calm myself,, picked up my gear and walked Home,, what I
did'mt know was that the tea Boy; om lis way Home saw the two mem attack ms and watiched
fascinated as I set about them. I got Home and said nothimg about ith, Mum asked me:
why my jacket was so dirty, I said that it had been on the groundi and’ Tefitt it at thHat.
Mum told me that Sarah was: at the shap with Iwy,, and’ at dinmer time,, the place was: packed.
Josh came insesd ,. and said, now them Pete alrights, ello: misses Nelson,, am T a bit
early, you're alright Josh lad sit yourself dowm, teas im the pot, Help yourself, Pete,
yesMum I answered,, put the Wig plates: outy, your Dad 'TLl ke im presently, Jjust them the
alock struck: fiwe,, Josh looked at me, was thatt iithensesd ye= Isaid, come om, Dets show
you, a wiiage from the kitochen said, and keep your maulers off ity, I'we: polishked it
dont worry Mum I said I'l1l chop his fingers off If he does ,, Josk laughed,, he whispered,.
yust like them two unfortunates who attacked xou?lllgnom;l gaid,, Tea Woy walkimg Homm® saw
iit all,, said one flella lost some tgath and z lo¥ of Hload),theather goti @ brokenm arm,, I
sagid,. ShH,, If Mum: got to know she'd’ do her nut,, yes He said out laud,, it is grand’ is that
wee went Back: into the kitahem and’ satt at the talle, we Heard Dad talking to: Mum,, she
was saying,, well,its: not like him a2t aiD,, We'll find out Dad said),, they Both emme into: the
kitahen,Dad said Pete,, Hawe you theem fightting, I sgid yes: and’ no Dad, ke told me to explaim
reluctenmtly ,, I explaimed what had® happened fiirst at work then om my way Home,, He =gid,
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Im that aese som, I 2gree with you though Idomtt like thatt sort of tHing,, it giwes: the stineet
& Bed name you know,. I'm sorryDadj. Mum ot 4, I Had’ to or gett Bettlered’ By two> men with clubs
I dont think they'll htother me agaimy, I'm: sure they wont: som Dad! said), He turned and gawe me
a sly wink; them I breathed’ a sigh of secret relief,, Dad wvasgnt angry. Josh meanwhile ¥ad' 4
kept qubiet he knew whem and’ whem not to speak, Dad asked him if he kmew about it ,, only

what the tea boy off Pete's site is telling everybody He said,, I see: Dad said well, Tets

forget it and have our tea shall we, Num,yes Dad), lets hawe us tes el,, and give Pete an:
extrs helping,, te needs to keep His stremgth up, two at a time el,, Im goed fon you FPete
1ad.. Josh smiled then tucked i n to His tea.. After tea, I said to Mum and’ Dad), please
sit down,, I Hawe something t‘o‘ tell you: thats impartant, Must I get the whisky ouwtt som
Dad’ said,, nothing like that' Dadj, its: just & 1ittle matitler aboutt work, for God's sake
Pete, out with it mam, oh well,. I said;, I'we Beem promoted ,, im a month's time,I'IL be
the foremam,, Sam's going on another site them so Him and mi'ster Spenmer Hawe decided
to. train me for a month then I get: the job,, foreman's: pay am well. Mum said ,ob well
done Peter lowe I'm wery proud’ of you,, Dad ssid, well som, just keep your head dont let
it get swelled orr else you'll hawe me to deal with,, I know you womwt let' me and your Mum
dowm som, just the same ,, dont stand’ any nunesenge But e fair right som, ¥ nodded.
JosH congratulated me andi ssid’ , db yow hire and! fire as well Pete, chh yes I said, but
I'11 only take om the Best Hutt I gawe Him. & wink: and e understood. Mum szid, Pete,,
your jecketneeds cleaning up Iﬁlld’o it whenm: you go to the chipy to see Sarah later. mo
Mum thats not fair to you,, Isaid, I'll brush it Before I go to bed leawe ith, you'we
enough to do.J wemt into the back: kdtehen andi hadia good wash,meanwhile, Josh whohad
teen helping Mum with the pots was drying his Hands, he said ,. leawe me that jaeket,,
I'11 Brush it now,, while you gett citanged mister floremam,,them you ean c¢lean my shoes,,
T threw a wet cloth at Him, he ducked and it landed’ in Dad'S faee,, e looked up and’
remarked that the next time Josh: duecked to meke sure that nobody was im the wayy,, then le
got up and lifted’ Josh Bodyly to the sinkand' threatemed to: put His head under the ecold t=z
tap.. It was all in fun and as. Joshk was let dowm he laughed and said ,. thats two pairs:
of shoes. to alean Nelson Lad,JI'll get you for this.. Things calmed downafter that,, I got
changed then josh and I went to the chip: shop, Iwy was. just wrapping the Yast' order up
when we walked im, What will it be lads,she said without loaking upy, ol just a smile ffrom
you my girl Josh said, she loaked up and’ shouted Saral,, thers two fummy lookding Blokes: %t
here,, they want to see the owner,Saral: came out and® saw us, she stopped and' said ,yesm,

I think your right Iwy,, now I wonder what! lhh'er’m after,. I szid,, @anl see the Boss please
I'we somthing off importamxe to giwe Her,, Sarah said' yes;, come this: way sir ,. and’ led me
imto the sitting room,. there,, she kissed me andi said’ alt Pete darlimg,, I'm glad’ you' we

aome,, I've missed you them another kiss and a Big Hug. Well I said’ ,How 're you. coping
she said grand Iwy'sa treasure she can coak tooy, we stopped here thisafternoom and’ she e
apokKed  us' a lovely meal,, I'm glad she'shere and your Mum hless her heIped outt att dimner
so we managed ffine. Bol'S heem andi done plenty of potatoes: and’ the fish arriwed this
morning in good time,, eod® and® Balke andl a it off ha‘d&bak'-', the pieman eame late Hut

we: managed' 2lright I put the peas on Hefore Ivy came,, everythings: gone grand todayy
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Listem Sarahl s&id, I hawe something to tell you Ok she said,, is it about that fiigh# I Heard
about,, they said that @ foreman offf the tuilding site was attacked by two men with elubs:
he Hroke one mans arm and theother lost some teeth, sol Heard’ inthe shop,, yes darling I
sxid, But one thing they did'nt tell' you was: thati that foreman was me,, what, she saéd,with a
catch in her woiee, you Peter ,, yes I said'me, and no; IT'm mot Hurt'and yes,I got promoted fed
today, and I get foremans pay. Saral said, If I'd Hawe known it was you Peter darling,I
would hawe come strait round to see if you were alright, I'm so glad you're not Hurt,she
kissed me agaim,, to Be made foremam Peter,, thats somethinmg,, wait till I ring mother: tondght
she will Be pleased), she likes you a lot Peter so you are really wery Honoured ,, mind you,.
she just lowes your parents,, they made her fleel like sHe belanged ,. nott justt a wisitors
Josl czme through and said,. exeuse me Tut eam I present, Miss: Ssrah and’ mister foreman,
Ireneiwho got the jolb off fixing that Wrokem arm: you so kindlly presemted” her wiith,, Irene
eczme in them and Kissed Saralh tliem szid to me ,, that kind of mem was putt in his place
im the Hospital, Itold Him that Iff he did'nd Yehawe Himselfl,, I would personaly see that hHe
got lhis other arm: Brokem, Josh would Hawe alliged with pleasure I Know,, rightt Josh lowve,,
Josh nodded' and smiled’ .. Well, &rah sgzid). Imust see that Iwy is alright, Oh no said Josh
I left her wrestling:witﬂlbig felYow I think< his mame's BbH or Robert or something well
I think she's winning so she'll come in when she's good and ready,, by the way Sarah,. the sh
shop's locked up so earry on courting ewerybody, me too I hope. Irene approached Josh, sh
she said quite seriously,. Josh darling, how about starting on the house I'm getting
worried it wont be ready, I said well,, this weekend,, we @2m all’ go: and start ecan't we,.
Botk walked in and said , listen ewerybody, Iwy and I are going to get married as you all k&
know,so, a little eeletratiom tonight at our house,, nothing big you: understand but, that
will® come at the wedding,and by the way Iwy's having two Bridesmaids Sarabt and Ivy now,
are we going to start the House for Irene this weekend ,we 2ll said why not yes we will.
Sarah sgid well,. in one hours time ,I musti open the shop again,. no: proklem: said Boh,
we men will let you hawe some tea in pea@e then we'll He Wack to help out HBut try and
get through early , although I'm stopping up a bit longer tonight,. dont' forget were Hawin
& small party, I'we got plenty in and Iwy's Mum andDad will be there my younger Brother's:
staying . at his pal's tonight so lets get cracking, see you later girls;eh}righ# said’ Iwy,, &=
see yow later. Walking to Buls; Josh said that He Had' a weeks: Holiday tomeome so He would
take it next week and get on with the house,Bok hHadl decided! tb terminate his job with
his firm. bBecause of certainpdasegreements he was hawing so I said I would find an opening
iff he wished hn% at work,. no fawours. He looked at me and Josh explained that I was the
mew foremam,. Bolb congratulated me and said,, that would %e the only condition he would
take the Jolk But f£is$t, he would like to try on his own.freelanoe,but thanked me for
the offer, I told him that the Jjo%: would be there if he wanted it and I would only take
men on who were good at their jol. We arriwed at Bobs: and said hHelle to my aunt and unale

they were merry then,so things got going with a swing , Bob's Dad’ had Borrowed' a gramophlone

and a lot of records and had bBrought a erate of home made keer with him and Bol had got

a Barrel from the loeal there was ginand sherry, and porthesides plenty of food),, my Mum.
and Dad were ceomming ower and so were Joshes that meant a full House and plenty of fum.
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My renother went Baok to the shop in time for opening so that Iwy eould come to her party
Yeaeuse , Mum thought it only right and proper,, I decided to go with Her andsee that ewerytl
ing: waé going smoothly, we were a few yards firom the shop: when we heard’ sueh a commotiom,.
four youths were giwing the girls a Bed' time tut Ireme up ti1]1 then was: lolding her awm
with them, my Mum waded: im smackinmg their faces: and’ shouting at them;, they started their
antiacs with her ,. that was enougl,, I got Hold' off the nearest one amithrew him ocut through tt
the door ,a seaond youth,, a Wig lad aimed & kick at me and I just¥ mansged to dodge it ,
1 grabbed® Himby the throat then lifted Himbodyly-and Held him with ome hand), he =tarted
gasping for Breath, I dropped him on the flloor, then I put' my fioot on him,, the other
two young lads , stopped and stered with thei‘r mouths: opem,. I just pointed to the floar ar
and said; dowm, om your knees;. they were down in ome, I lifted the one on the floor to
his knees,, now,, I said turn out your pockets ,, while they were thus engaged, I told Mum
to watch them, I went towards: the youth outside who started to rum He ram right into
Josh who had® decided to follow us,. he stuck his foot out and’ the youth went sprawling,,
Josh picked him up and brought him to the shop. He loeked’ the situation ower,, made
the youth kneel with the rest aml rushed ower to Irenme and said ,which ome'S
responsiltile,, By then other customers were comming im I ignored tlblem: and’ said to the
fourth youth, eome omy, emty your pockets,, he did, now I said,, where are you from,. no¥
round here,, Drydem street said one,, we're wery sorry mister only, gnd glancing at the
one who had been gasping,, His Brother was Hurt thisafit,, am e got sacked ame said is:

girl wer in eeyer so: we aum: tu get Back,, OF I said,, did' he semd’ you, no sir ,omly we

dint mean it onmist mister.. Wel]}I said,, I'we a good’' mimd’ tor send' you Baek: withoutt your
britches,, now,, I turnmed to Sarabk who lhad watched Mumandl sort them: aut, Ok she said,,
no damage,, exaept flor the salt and winager Bottles , how much to replace, Iasked), about
nmine pence eachshe szid But,, I stopped Her Hy raisbing my fingers,, mow,, I said’ agaim,
are you zll willimg to pey flor them yes: they said,, I counted: sewen shillings: betweem them
I took fHur ,. I said* I'm letting you offf 1iightlly,, but ¥f I spott any off you roundt this: way
youw or your brothers,. agaim you wonmt halfl Ye sorry,, have you had a goad loek a2t them Jash:
he loaked hard at them, they aowered under lis: gaze,, rightt he said’,, t‘here'Spllways some-
Body watching round here so if you're eaught, its your own funeral, got that,, and I'm not
as gentle as him,, He cocked a thumb at me. Now he said,. if you're wearing a Belt,, take
it off, come on come on before I kieck the liwing daylights out of you,, hurry up) they quiek:
~ly took string from round their pants, are you wearing braces he snapped nmo ssir one
stammered, then you cam all stand up, they.did' Now he said apologise to the ladies they
did, again he said and let me hear you this time, theyapologised' louder right: he said
dont be surprised if the copper comes to Jour door later, I know where you liwe so
think yourselwes lucky you'we got off lightly this time, now heat i‘t, sharp,, they went
out holding their pants up then ran as fast as: they eould up the street. whem they'd
gone,, my Mum and the girls started laughing and said thanks for comming, -now lets get
HYaak to Business. The customers only Eﬁme in dr;‘.bs and drabs so 4, Iwy wasfakém to Bob's:

with Josh, and I went imto~ the kitchem andi wazited,, Saralh came in and’ said,, thanks lawe

you were great and your Mum,, the test,, My Mum's

been going om.. golng to te proud when she hears whats.
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Irene came into the kitchen: and said,, I mus'nt fall out with Josl,, my word,. he's fierce
and forceful, I said yes but only when its needed and newer with a lady,. Josh was brought
up with me and Bob and you can ask Mum anything at all about us, we look after our owm
in this street and try to be decent with everybody,, and expeat the same in returm.. Irene
liked what she heard, I could tell, Her eyes 1lit up and she smiled then she said,, ol
By the way Pete,we tossed & eoin and you lost, your best man. Saral said,Pete darling,.
T took the liberty of introducing your mother to Irene, I think theyll get on nicely
come on Irenme , lets get baek if you want to help,and?Pete, be 2 dear and make us. a Qup
oﬂ'tigaease would you, I promised’ and put the kettle on. I brewed the tea im: the teapot
T found in the Bsck kitchen ,. it was upside down on the draining side of the sinky, T
first put hot water im like Mum did then,when the pot was warm,, I emptied ity putt four
spoonfulls of tea in ,, pourd boiling water onto the tea and slapped the 1id ongthen, I
went into the shop, Mum was serwing a solitery customer,, Irene was getting: the change
for a ten Bol note,, thecustomer was Dora,, helYo Dorel beamed et ler, Tony told me,
congratulations, M um, Saral,, Ieeme, meet Dora ,, You know Dora Mum, sargent Butler's
Best girl, you know Tony her new husband, they're going to have a baby,, isnt that nice,,
Mum smiled at Dora then ,imtroduced Saralt: and! Irene, after .2 few words of woman's patter
they let her go so that the chips would'nt get eold. I said that the tea was Brewed
and getting cold, I would mind the shop, if anyone came I would giwe them a shout. they
went into the back and had their tea, Sarah came out and said, Peter , I've poured you o
one put your own sugar in, I'll be locking up now, I know its early, but lets get
finished for tonight, I've to phone mother yet and then you can take me to Bob's
for about an hour or so, is that alright with you darling, yes, thats fine I answermﬁ
how can I help, Tock the door and put the Wlind down first then while I'm checking
the till, if you would'nt mind love,, rinse the cups for me %ill you. I locked the door an
and drew the Blind, then I went into the kitcken and had' my tea, Mum said, come om Ireme I
I'11 walk you to Bobs, its only down the street a ways, Irene said, well I' like to
freshen up a bit first if you'd care to weit a minute please, Mum saild sure Irene,, I'1l1
trush my hair too whilel'm waiting, she shouted'Sarahﬁ yes came the reply from the shop.
cen I tidy up a Wit please,, 8arak said yes lowe,go to my rooy. take a candle up: the steirs
when you get to my roam,, first on the left,, light the oil lamp then: you cam see hetter;
gﬂ:ﬁéﬁé lowe she said Sarah said, Irenme you go up as well lowe,, I'm checkimg the ti1I,
OY misses Nelsor,. eanl please leawe the takeings in your House, I domt wvant to leawe them kb
here ¢ you newer know. Mum answered in the afffirmatiwe,, thanks Saralt said. I had rinsed’ the
teapot and cups and went into the shop, Sarall: was just finished cecoumting and® started putti
the money into a leather teg,, Peter darling, put this in your pocket for me willl you,,
she gawe me the Bag. She Had her tmek towards: me ,I put my arms round: Her and kissed
the side of her neck, she said , I liked that Peter darling,I let Her go , I was getiing
ratier passionate so I told her so and she said , I'm sorry derling: But a2 promise Has
¥Yeen made and must Be Kept ,, I really am so sorry Peter lowe, when: we're married,. it
will bBe right and it is so hard to wait I know But We'll get: through dont worry. Mum

and'greqe qame down ready to go so Saral said' she had to phHone Her mother them get
ready before she acould go But she would Ye as quick as possilile Mum and

. IO
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Irene said, see you there then;. Mum turned round to me and’ said,, mow som,, lock: afiter

Sarah wont you, I Knew what she meamt, I said looking straight at her,T promiseMum,,

Mum understood me as well so she said ta rah then see you later ,yes: Mum}I said.
I looked the door Behind them, Saral: went! to the telephone,, afifer alout two minutes,,
she was talking to her Mum,, the conwersatipm lasted about ten minutes then Saral put the
phone dowm,, Mother's comming Back next weeks, grandmaz's muteh Better and she's going to 11
Tiwe with my aunt Mhily,J&umﬂs sisieracrandmﬁ wants to go,, and aunt Mollly liwes in Bpwse
Dorset so Mum has to sell the house and furniture , she can Keepﬁwhat she wants so:
wec might need the cart againPeter tut its aumt Mollies: Idez and she is well off
soy we'll see what’s what when mum gets back, yes. darling I said, now will you geﬁ:ready,
theyilthink ve. 're not comming. I'l1l only Be a couple of minutgp'lqye, give me a kiss
first,I kissed her and said , now why did I make that promise, she laughed’ and said,
I told you it wont be easy,, never mind Peter darling, I wont tease you just wait a
couple of minutes ,I'1ll b%e ready, first though, I must go,, off she went to the Back,.
when she returned she washed her self and went upstairs .. sure enough, she was down in z 4«
eouple of minutes .After a gquieck cheeck round, we left the shop secure and went to Bob's.
Uncle Ted and aunty’Beth were both exceedingly;ﬁérry and we were bothpressured into dancing
Sarah with Uncle Ted and me with auntBeth who by the way was squeezing me into her ample
bust. I managed to come up for air as the reecord stopped, I quickly axcused myself and
went into the bmrek yard, Iwy came out andsaid ,Peter, I want to talk to you, go ahead I
said, well,whatl want to know is, she said,, has BoW been with any one else YWefore me,,
Iwy lowe I said, the three of us hawe larked around with girls but never in the way
you mean, mind you,. tempted a few times yes,but we have always stopped before it got
that far, anyway, A question like that is'nt wery nice especialy zbout one of your hest
meates is it‘ Iwy, besides, why do you ask, she said that she thought not, but wanted
to Be sure b@cause after all she was going to mearry him and would rather find out now
than later . Iwy I said , if you'we got a prolilem, Bolh is the kindeast and most under—
standing man you're ever likely to meet,, Take it from your eousin Peter,, and Have you
ever known me to tell you a lie Iwy , no Peter and thankyou shall we go: im now, I said)
: you. go im Iwy lowm’and whisper to Sarab to joim me,, alright Peter,, she said and went
" beek im. I mowed towards the doorway so that I could tHe seem,, Saralt came out and said,,
are you alright petal,, Oh yes darling I answered; I just wanted your eompany for a while
and to talkxoh,

Sarah , T think we can get married at the same time as Bol and Hawe a double wedding,.

she said, I wanted to talk as well so go on lowe you first, right I said,

how do you feel about that them, Peter, Peter darling,, you must be a thought readér, tHat
is precisely the thing I wanted to diseus with youbut), lets mot answere right now,, Itfls

too» important for @ snap decision: so:,. lets talk: abiout it tomorrow whem we are alane
im the shop,. I hawe something wery impartant to: giwe you as,welg so my lowe ,. Tet's

enjoy the party eh,. Hey you two,, lets be hawing you, its time for eating come om, Before
that Josh scoffs it all, Irene came running out followed By Josh, both were laughing

and i3
as they joined us,, Irene gave Josh a lowel

s Y kiss and 1link f m i e AW
squeezed him and said, I do lowe Yyou Jash.. e ER AT
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We all trooped im together,, straight into the kitchem, the talile was stacked with all sorts:
of goodies to eat,. I took a pork pie, Josh a roast beef sandwitch , Sarah a chicken leg
and Irene, some Boiled ham,. not the sort you ezn see through ol no, thick enough to- taste:
between: two sliges of Home WYaked bread,. Irene asked for some mustzrd, Josh reached ower the
table and picked it up for Her ,gawe it to her and said, you really dont need mustard
Irene my sweet,, you're lot enough,, Irenejokingly gewe Jash a kick and said JosH,, please,,
not in front of people,, they might jump to ceonclusions,, Josh winked at Sarah whomsaid,, I
wont say mames But I Know somelbody whogaTso cold as welll ,. I said, who, myDad, I knoy,
he's sweating,, He's just teen hawing a knees up with Mum: and aunty Betl,, look att Him now,,
knoeking that ale tack,, its like pouringit down & sinky,, Saral said ,no silly,, not your
Dad, his som, OH I said,. I see,, Irenelaughed and asked Josh for some sherry, Sarah wanted
Gim with lemonade, how that tasted I would'nt like to say,, Josh and I settled for a glass

each of home btrewed. Bol came ower andasked Sarahto dance,, Sarali looked &t me, I nodded

winked 2t Josh and said to Irene, come on, lets show them how it should be done. It was

a charlseton or whateweﬁ anyhow, ewerybody stopped and watched and clapped, then Dad

and aunt Heth tried it, and what a good laugh we had,, aunt Beth's busip nearly came
loose from their moorings,, she only laughed louder, Unncle Jed tried it and fell dowm:

he tried again and fell on Mum ,, she picked Mim up ,kissed Him and sat Him in a chair..
the fun and games w@nt on and Dad said,, No: work for me tomorrow,, thats for sure,. Mum szid

I'1l1 have an extra half hour as well,, Sarah said, OH no> misses Nelson,. I'11 get up, I
have the fish coming first thing 2and other people to see,. you stay im Bed; I'lT get up

and hawe Peter's breakfast ready for when he comesand I'll get the milkman, How many
pints do you get ,, two and a Half tomorrow Saral, I make a riece pudding ready for teatime .
Sarahl said that she was tired and would I take Her Home, she thanked ewryhody for a goad t
time, I finished my dfink then said to josh, not to mazke & noise when he came home, I
hoped to be asleep by then, I walked over to Iwy kissed her and saidzher and Bob, I'l1l
see you both tomorrow , I thanked everybody and took Sarah tc our house. When we got in T
gave Sarah her takings eand told her to put them away for the night in one of my drawers
she thanked me and said, OH Peter, I lowe you so much it Hurts,, tomorrow, we'll talk,
she yawned and said I'm ready for bed,. its keen quite a day, Hes'nt it Peter, Isaid

yes darling.it certainly Has, now, you go to Ted and I'lY loek up. she went to the hack

fisst)came bacek, washed her hands and kissed me good night then she took the new light : I
had giwen her,. and went to bedy I looked round and went to the front door, Mum was just «
coming inm, I had tuftned the gas light low and when Mum easme in,I turned it bBaek up again,.
Mum shouted Are you alright Sarah, No answere so Mum said,I'll just pop in before I get
into Bed, I said yes. Mum. and kissed:her’then I leflt and made my way to Josh's and to
Yed.The next morning, I was at our house in good time for breakfest and a 1little smooch
with Sarah before going to work, im any case,, just them, I was'nt doing any Hard graft,
Serah was preparing ,, eggs,, tomotoes. and sausages with fried bread and toastr and of —

@urse,. my pint of tea.. I nmever noticed last night But Mum was &lven some Boilied 4
ren. ed Ham

y . 9 ad t wa a h w X b
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Serah reminded me it was ha#f day cléssog,, she was going into town with Mum,was - there
anything: I wanted,, Imentioned that I could do with some new soap and some more of those n
new blades for shaving,, I also wanted one of them not too» big,stifff Baeked books and' a
pencil,. an H, B, one +to go with the books, it was for floreman's notes,, because there were
so many things to think about and new ideas kept cropping upsoc if T jot them down, I could
look them up when I needed to. Saral: eame ower to me as I was drinking my tea, Peter, she

said, ean you and me have a night on our own in: the shop,, we Have'nt Been alone for ages:
I said ,I would'nt mind that at ally nosonme to interupt us or Wother us,, T 'd like that
wery much lowe, then that s settled she said, I'lll tell your Mum and Iwy,, you canm see Josh
and tell him &nd that should fix it ,, I agreed then I kissed Ner and set off For work..
Now at work, we had a lime pit,.the usual thing oma Building site,, limemixed® with the »il
right amount of sand and water mede mortar for Hrickworkand to me,, the lime seemed” to be
rather low in the pit, I notiaed this and mentioned it td Sam: when I reached the Hu#,
he had notiged it as well,, he said that the only thing he qould think of was 5. the steam—
wagon driwer and his mate were on the fiiddle, lets sett a trap he sgid, ke does'nt Know
about you yet so I'we got the notes here,., and it says, three dozen: bags, lime etc;IKlI
Bet he only leaves thirty, He'll have them stashed somewhere or dropped them off on the way
we'll see when he arrives this morning,. now , will you help to unload a few things, then He':
wont guess your the Foremam, then if He's short,, the next time the wagon comes, It'11 hHawe
& new drivwer.The wagon arriwed later that morning. I went to help to unload,, I took a few
pipes off then heiped with the bricks; cement was next, then the lime, I said, how many
lime driver, he said , on my sheet it says thirty I said right s I Helped with a few, I sai¢
to the timekeeper, how many on your sheet Jim: ( Jim knowles) Jim said, well I got the
sheets offf the driwer he brought them, it Has thirty omy, Isaid' its fumy,, theres usualyy
thirtysix, I said you're six short driwer where are they, Me said , my sHeet is right,
I should know, IBrought them, enyway,mind your own Hloody Business I'm in charge here.

I said, do you think so driwer,he said" I'm sure so, go and see Sam: if" you like, anyhow,.
Sam has'nt time to cheack ewvery Bloody thing I bring, well Isaid I hawe and’ your six tres
offlime short, How meny times is this, the time keeper said yim my took,. we'we Had thirty
tegs the last six times, this is the sewenth, right driwer , the driver said my sheets

are the same anyway, clear offf, your nowt to do with it y Sam's incharge, Sam csme

strolling up pretending to be taking no notiece, the driver shoutedSam, shift this nosey

btugger off my bmck will ya, Sam came up,who,he saiddo you mean Peter, the driwer said

yeh if thats his mame,. on my sheet, I'we got thirty Yhags of lime the same with Jimmy'ss

Sam said, did you bring the time keepers 1list, the driwer said that he always did,. then,

Sam produced his own papers out of his pocket, pretended to look at them and said,, do

we always have thirty bags timkeeper, Jim said, this is the sewenth time, wellsaid Sam,.
I'm going to Myers farm later, so if you've nothing to add to that, I'l]l see you in
court for thefit,, It so- happens. that Peteh unele whoI know well,, told me hHe Had seem

some bags of lime there the last time he wgs down that way with a eouple of sows,. when

he asked ahout them,01d Myers. told him he got them dirt cheap from a steamwagon

i Pounp : .-
driver. You're the only one naag*these rarts now,, gos everybody else <
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Has these ere motor lorries so what hawe you been up to el. The wagon driwer and his mate
finished unloading, Sam went to see mister Spencer ,, Mister Spencer was upset and wanted
proof ,Sam gawe it to him, the wagonm driver and his mate were not takenm to court they
were sacked. Two» new wagons or lorries,, were purchasedpne was put under the direetion of
Samy. to be used whenand where He wanted, the other,was tzsed® in the yard and wzs for me to:
use at my disaression when I took,ower the running & the site at the end of the month.
Wages: are priwate matters tetweem employer and employee so,. thinking I had beem owerpaid,.
I went to the offiece and asked to see the HBoss,, the girl Sandra wasa bit stuck up and told
me to wait, newer informing him that I was wanting to see Mim,he came out of the offiee and
saw me, hello» Peter he said,. do you want to see me,he said, yes please if youdve got a
minute,go right in Peter, and dont wait forher, she'll keep you Hanging about all day,.
im future Sandra,, if Qeter gomes. in the offiwe,le comes straight in, no hanging about,.
he has'nt timeto wait and He wont bBother you with your work: but He's your Boss as well,
I wont Be a minute Peter,, sit' yourself down, I'll Be back, I went into Mlis office,, He
was'nt long Yefore he azme hack. whem he sat down, ke shouted Sandra, yes mister
Speneer she said , two cups of tea please and dont bYe long, right sir ,. right away,
that Sandra she wantspulling down a peg or two, the stuck up btiteh, now Peter, what is
it lad, I told him albout my wages, He looked at me and said: Peter,, I'm getting on a
Bit sa you know, I said,yes sir, but your stilll twelwe pennies to the Bo® and no one
gan Yetter you at this joh ,, tHats right my lad now, these wages are right I approwed
them myself,. But more important, I want you to go Home and think seriously about, are you
ready for this, I want you to learn allyou can about the firm and I'1ll We taking you +to
meet different people who matter and one or two rogues as well, so that you know them,
them in a years time,. I would like you to sit in this chair and take ower for me, Buti,.

not a word to anyone,well, your folks meyke and I understand that you'llbe getting

married in the mear future, that will be a good thing in this jo¥® it keeps you on the =&
straight and narrow. now Peter, let it sink in and let me know by Monday mext, your ans#g
I was flabbeggasted to say the least, I did'at know what to say for a full minute thenl
said do you mean manager or what,yes He said thats it for a start then maybe a pertnership
before I get too o0ld and the firm goes to the dogs. I dont mind telling you Peter,, this
firm is my baby|I built it up and I'm dam proud of it, I dont want it to bPecome just
a little tin pot affair, I want it to grow and I think your the man tomake it grow..
Alright Peter, now think ower what I'we said carefully and ask your perents then if the
answeres yes I'll be reliewed and ,we'll get down to somereal learning. Now, wheres that
kkkikermed Sandra with that tea, there was a knock on the door Sandra entered ,, your tea
she said and put two cups down onthe desk corner.Sandra I said,whajghe said7”A young
niee looking lady like yourself should Lave the manners to matcﬂiand'dOnt forget, in future
they dont cost you anything, and by the way Sandra, do you like your jok yes she said
I do, then I szid please Ge more polite espeeialy when I about,, dont foreget, there are
one or two young lad#es would like this jo¥ so please in future,. aet like a nice younjlady

f
as I'm sure you are,, got it ,she s¢2d yes sir I'm wery sorry, it wont happen again I
promise yuoyx may I Be execused now sir I said eertainly Sandra and thankyou for the tegq
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1 think that solwes that 1ittle problem: sir, Isaid: whenSandra Had shut: the door,, he heamed
at me and said,. now you kmow why your pay has: risem sharply Peter,, I like to: pay oan resullts
that 1ittle scene was something I mewer dreamed of seeing,, now you hawe the natural tareﬁ
for this job tmt tell me'was that justito impress: me or toput Sazndra in Her place,, Sir I
sgid, the only way I ean impress you is: with my works and that is what I intend to do siry,
whatewer my position in this firm sir, I gpntend” to do my best, after all, if the firm does w
well the workers do well and that keeps the womenfolk in their liwes Happy, if the women
are happy, the men work Better I learned that from my good teacher Sam. Peter the morel
taikto you the more I learn about yougo, I want you to bring your young lady one night
next week I'1ll let you know which night and we'll dine at home, by the way, we call it
dinner mister Spencer said, now, if you'llexcuse me, 1'11 just finish off here and Ye on
my way home . I thanked him and shut the door behind me, I turned to Sandra, and said,,
Sandra, mister Spencer was anoyed with your attitude before, now in future,, please
treaf him with respect, I'll be im and out quite a lot from. now on but dont let it
worry you , the situation remains. the same and your jobs safe prowided youare pleesant
e2nd respectful right, yes sir she said, please dont cz2ll me sir, mister Peter willdow.
I went out,back to the site,. Sam was working on his little book, right Peter he said,
yes thankyou Sezm I said, enything you want I should do, you might go round the site and
check the cambre on that new bBit of roadway between the new houses that have just beem
roofed will you Peter lad, I'm not so sure. its right,Paddy Kilshaw seems to think its ¢
too much on your right going down from Here, the plans are therw check them first will
you,I did and wrote the correct measurements on a piece of paper, I went up to the
road snd called Paddy over, Paddy I said, help me with these measurements please will @
yoru, we checked it carefully and found it correct, yes sur he said, now that be an
optical illusion that be sur,l come acrosst it only once eafore,, but that Be right if
the surweyor's done his job’right;that can Be checked}but its getting late on so ¢an
T hawe it confirmed in the morning, I sail certainly Paddy,andithankyou for your help.
Paddy was pleased Thad asked him, I could see it in his faee, I said,by the way Paddy,.
I'11 send the surweyor round tomorrow and you see him for me,Keep the cther men working
then acome up and let either me or SAm know the result and dont put anything else down:
untill’ your satisfied that its right,, I must go now Paddy,, see you tomorrow,, e toughed
his cap znd said yes sur I got that sur I'1Tsee you tomorrow, might sur. I got back
and Sam was counting out some money Peter he said, giwe me fiwe shillings this week will
you, ome and six for the tez and & shilling for our accident fund, then theres twoand six
for Jack nﬁgéégé Woods,, you know, the chap who's off work, both Bis nippers have
whooping eough and le's nowt in at home, I went round this morning end its a pityful sighft
T paid up and said Here Sam, giwe Hkim an extra two shillings, Sam was booking it down , no
8am Isaid, dont Book. it Jjust giwe the man the money, I hope i¥ helps Him out,. He is a
good worker,Sam said thanks and put it with the rest of the collegtion, I'Il take it round
on my way home he said,theres ower fiwe pounds now, thats more thanlie gets whenFe's
working, well I said, he'll need it SAm,ay lad' he will that,I'lThbe glad' to giwe it Him..
It was Home time so I +told Sam I was going,, be said,, Put some decent clothes om in the

, =rning,I thing the Boss wants you to spend the day with him so he tslls me, now dont
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let the firm dowm,, I mean, you'll be Hawing a drink and that so be careful eh, I promised
and said, goodnight Sem. I got Home to find tea ready and Dad was washing himself, he}lo
everybody I said,. Hello Peter ,Mum said, Sarali's gone to get some sugar from the corner,
she'll bBe %ack in 2 minute,, I said righto Mum,Dad T celled, poof whew ,. Here son, Dad
said , shaking Himself with the towel in his face, ke came into. the kitchen drying the
Beck of his neck, Ineeded that he said to wake me up & bit, I'we Hed a good snooze
thisaft,, and I 've just Hed a eold swill to wake myself up a bit, now son He said,. prohiem;,
not &8 such I said, then: Sarah eeme in,, Here's the sugar sle said,, off did' I interrupt‘sometﬁ§
I'm sorry, not really Isaid,, Hello lowe, hello darling sie said’ earry on with what youw
were sayingy, I said you may as: welll all hear what I hdawe got to say, I think-iﬁsrimportagﬁ'

Well, spit it out som Dad said,, Mum shut: the owem door and sat dowm, I repeated my conwersat:

9 .
w?%giéﬁgﬁﬁig;ﬁoss” they were all impressed’ and: I menticned about' putting some Better cloihes

om tomorrow, to go with him;after 1 said,, I want you to think about it ower tea them tell
me what you think.. Tea was startedi, we had Hotpot with & erust on top and’ the usuall

cabbege and pickles and heetroot , then riee pudding, Mum said, Satah made the Hotpot,
Peter, what do you think, Ok I said,. not Wed , a Bit more-ish though I#IT have some for
supper if you hawe any left, Saral smifed and said, you liked it then Peter, I nodded,,
while the pudding was Being serwed out,, Dad said, Peter, if your haveing the hotpot
for supper, I'm hawing this dish to scrape afiter,, Oh Dad,I sa&id,, I generaly ssgpe that,,
ButDad, if you have it, you'll hawe to wash it up for Mum: after,. in that e¢ase son Ke said,,
1'11 think about letting you hawe it, prowided you and Sarah: do the whole 1lot whikeX
diseus about what you said bBefore, with your Mother, right som, Sarah£ we Both agreed.
Sarazl and I were just fiinishing the pats when Bad andMum came in,, Peter Mum szid), yes
Mum,I said,, you need 2 new case to put papers: and things in, and Dad says you need & new
wallet ,, we're Both proud of you andwish you every suceess,, try and rememler who you are,
and we Both no you wont let it go to your Head,, Mum,, Dad,, thankyou,. and I do promise, I
will newer let it go to my head, I will try wery Hard to be myself and newer forget my
upbringing or my friends. Sarah came foward kissed me and said,Peter, promise me you'll
mewer change, alright Sarah, I said thats a promise. Mum brewed another pot of tea and

Dad called Sarah and I into our front room,(the parlour) he said sit down and tell me

about your intentions,. well Bad, I stérteq;hht Sarah started talking, mister Nelsomn,
Peter and I have talked about getting married, we are considering the same time as Bob
and Iwy, we have'nt made our minds up yet, that about right Peter, thats right SarahJ said.
Now listen you two, Mum and I got married whem Mum was three months gone,. that can be check:
have you, I saidlno Dad honestly , we promised and thats how it is, Saral szid mister, Dad :
said Sarah lowe I'd prefer you to call me Dad while youdr e here unless , Ok no Sarah said

thats fine Yy me and I'm sure my Mum wont mind so Dad it will Be from now on and Mum for

Peter's mum, I'll call mine mother anyway, she prefers that to Mum. I was going to say,.
that you hawe mine and Mum's blessing to. marry when- you want, but please give us a bit of

warning, then,we can arrange a few thingsDad said as he filled and 1it his pipe.
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Sarsh told him that we were going to. the shop tonight to disecuss it ,we would let himend
Mum: know what we were goingto do later. Mum entered and asked Dadif he wanted the fire g
lighting, he said no, he was taking her out tonight, sargent Butler and Josh's Dad had inwi
= ted%them to the lodge tonight, they were having a do and a dance afterso they might as
well go. I left Sarsh talking to my parents while I went to wash and change,, it did'nt take
me long, when I got down stairs, there was a knock on the door ,then Josk walked in, he
just came to tell us that he whs seeing Irene at the Hospital and would Be home early tomT
tonight so if I was late , check to see if he was in bed,, if so lock up, Right Joshk I
answered, see you, right he said and went. I called Saralt , she came out of the parlour an
and said ready lowe,I nodded she said, you'll turn into a donkey if you keep om nodding Pet
We Both shouted Ta rah mum, Dad: ,.see you later,right came the reply, take eare now,. yes,
Ireplied, then off we went. We got to the shop and let ourselwes in then locked the doop ks
As we entered the kitchen, Saral said, wow, its chilly in here,. I'11 light the fire,
it was ready lsid so we put a match to it then put the blower up for = ﬁﬁt , to make it
take hold quicker ,it soon got gaépgl took the blower awsy and put it in the back yard,.
it had got wery hot so that was the Best place for it. I got back in the kitchen =and
Sarah had gone upstairs, I waited, she came dow n after a few minutes and gagid , alTl
the goings on of late havemade me start early Peter, anyway, when Mum notices tomorrow,
She'll know I'm not pregnant, now, lets talk ,first thougl, shh,listen she whispered]]
I distinctly heard the clink of Wbttles, I arept to the bhack kitecHen window and spotted
a small Boy handing bBottles ower tha wall, he was stgnding om two erates ,. another crate
by them to make a step, I went back, I whisperedto Saral to let me get to the ginnel first
then open the door znd shout, they'llnot expect me and 1'11 bring them back to the shop.
I crept round to the ginnel, they both had to come out the seme way, it was a cul- de-
saa, Theard Sarah openthe door and shout, a few seconds l@ter, the boys ceme running out. I
stopped them and said, come along with me, they had four bottles each, empties of course
we went back into the shop, the Boys would be no more thwn seven or eight, they lived
in the next street, I frightened them by pretending to ring for a policeman,the boys
eried, I explained that to steal anything was wery wicked so the policeman had to come
and take them away and lock them up. We made them put the bottles Back and mzde them
promise not to do it again, then I said , well now you have a job to do and that s
from now on, if any bottles are missing in future, I'l1l e round to your Houses with a
seuffer, and next time,he will take you away so that means, you will Have to guard” them B
bottles, if anybody comes to pineh any, you come and tell us right away , that is when

youbeplaying out,. have you got that, they both nodded and said yes mister promise,, T

sgid well in that case , here's a whole penny each to pay you to watch out for us
now off you go Before the policemam comes, I think I can hear him, go on bBe off with you

Both boys scampered off as fast as their little legs would let them. We locked the door &

ezgain and went and sat down. Sarah kissed me and said thanks darling fyou were marvelous
with those lads,,I said I think I'l1 get some barlied wire for that wall top, that should %
Help to keep then off, Sarali- 8aid,yes &lright lome,I want to telk about us Peter,. OH

[

4



[0

Yes of-course darling, I'm listening, Sarah said , how about i::fweeks then get married

1 said,Sarah, are we marrying on the same day as Bob: and Ivy,. she said I think so Peier,
Iwy's letting me know tomorrow wken slie comes to the shop'so will that Be alright with
you,I said, I'11] hawe 2 word withBot then we'll compare notes el I think that will be the
best idea she said,so thats settled then I sald flor now she,‘ﬂiﬂnext'comes,all the

hustle and tustle, inwitations and so om, ohiand Peter darling, it means going to see tha

wiear and going to church for at least three Sundsys and hearing the Banns read out,

yes, I know dearl” said, all that will ®e arranged. Now, all important question Saralt my T
lowe, where do you want to liwel mean for now, later we'll Hawe our own place,. well she &
said, thats diffiicult,. where do youy,l said wherewer you are my sweet,, tut I think our

parents will decide for us .I'11 tell you what though,, any arguments and® we're away
but I donm't think: there will te, knowing our parents,, Saralt agreed’ and® said, it does'nt
matter really does 1t”I said no not really,, in any case,, its only a Hop, skipy, andjump:
Between the twgik We'll hawe a Big family discussion  when my Mum gets Heee next week:
we'll sort a few things out them shall we,, Saralr looked pensiwe, then slte added;, ohh
Peter,. mother should We ringing anytime now tut hefiore she does,, I'we got something to:
giwe you apart from this, them she kissed' me again I must say I liked it wery mudch..
She went to a drawer in the sidebward opened it and ‘trought out the most beautiful
solid gold hunmter wateh I hawe ewer seen.. Sarab gawe it to me with & kiss and said
mother gawe me permission to: giwe you this my sweet,. it was my fatlers, ke died years
agoy, so that shows you How mutch mother likes you,, oh but Saral; darling§Isaid,, this is
well, I can't deseribe it , is'nt it beautiful, I mean are you sure ,, I am bothproud
and honoured and mayte a little bit undeserwing of sutch a magnificent wateh anmd does
your mother really approwe, oh Peter darling, of eourse she does and I am so pleased,
will you wear it whem we get married, she asked , now what do you think sweetheart,I
said, anyway, please put it btack safe for now and I will,treasure it all my life,I kissed

Sarah again and said thankyouthen the telephone rang. Saral's mother was so busy talkding

poor Sarah could'nt get a word in edge ways,, I winked at Saral and took the telephone,.

I gave a harsh eough into the mouthpiece,Sarali's Mumstopped ,. what in Heawen's name was tha

she asked,I winked again at Sarah thenI said in a gruff wvwoice hello misses King, your daug
hter hes decided to marry me, with your permission of course, she said, what, whats
heprening over there, I slipped the phone back to Sarah, she could'nt speak for lsughing

eventualy she said,. mother dear calm down, its only Peter hawing 2 bit of fun with you,

Sarali gawe me the phone again and said ,ceconvinee Mum Peter btefore she Has a fit,. T said in
to~ the mouthpiece in my normal woice, misses King, please aceept my epologies will you,
she' said, wait 11111 get bBack Peter Nelson,, I'lIl give jJou what for , I nearly had a Heart =z
attaek, now then, what were you saying, I said, misses King, your lovely daugliter lLas
kindly agreed to marry me, canwe have your blessing please, she said, and about time
tooy, @ertainly Peter lowe, I'll be back in a few days, god bless you Peter, Has my Sarak
giverr you anything yet, I said yes, but its too gocod for the likes of me,I willtry to:

deserve it, Ireally will,olt Peter lowe,. you do, you do deserve it beliewe me.
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Now Peter,
excused myself and went to the Back, when I returned, they were still on the plone,.

please put my daughter back on will you, I handed the pHone baeck to Saral

Sarah was saying ,yes Mumy I will yes Mum, yes ,. alright them ,oh ,are you sure, I'lT
try, yes perfect , TP1T tell them, no Mum I wont alright Mum,, Bye see you soomr Hye Mum.

Saral hung up . Well Peter my lowe, you'we made Mumy wery happy and’ me too, giwe us. a kiss

we : kissed then Saral said, its getting om Peter shalY we go back,. as you know,, I'we

got a headache so I'D Better go to Bed,. I am. tired anyway.Right darlimgl saidi, I'lTl just
check the Back door again and make this fire safe then we'll go,, Be putting your eoat on 1
lowe T'llnot He a second or twon what was needed to He done was done and then we left.

Om the way to our house,, Sarsh said, I'lD bte alright tomorrow Peter, but whem I'm like

this, I tend to get tired quicker but afiter a rest I'm alright agaim,. I said ,well lowe
nzture must hawe its way ,you can onlyearry on. as test you can for the next few days,,

T do understand Sarah,. I'D be a very worried man if you were'nt that way wouln'nt I
just, Sarah laughed at that , yes she said I'mafraid you would. We reached our house Mum:

and Dad were still out , I made Sarah a ecup of tea had one myself then filled a hot

water bottle for Sarah, Jt was made of
she kissed me goodnight ,tooks her new lamp and went to hed. I refilled the kettle

earthen ware and had a screw top, I gave it to

her,
and put it on the!EiE hot: for when Mum came in, I wrote her a note explaining about

Sarah,and reminding Mum that Sarahl had to be up for the fish mam and I would Ye early for Hgpe

breakfast and I would shave in the morning, T turned down the gas light, made sure the
fire wes alright, left the note where Mum would see it and went to Josh's house and

so to bed. laying there in bed, I suddenly re.emberedabout the hotpot ,. Twas'mt going

to go for it now, TI'll hswe it" sometime tomoTrow ah wellCH dam, I forgot to see if
Josh was in Yed, I slipped out of bed , went to- Josh's room and peeped. in, he wé;ﬁ?y
lewdr there snoring his head off, thet meant T must go down and lock up, off T went,
T logked the door and slid tre big bolt across then ¥ nipped back to bed, T did'nt
weste time, T went riglit off. The next morning, it was raining so I borrowed Josl's

Yig raincoat and dashed to our house, as I took my door key out, I drcpped it, I bent cow:

to retriewe it and saw a shilling lying there,Ipicked it up along with my key them went
imto the house,, I hung Josh's eoat on the halll stand’ then made a Beelinme for the Kitehem
Sarah was just stirring the fire, it seemed slow and dull I said KHiya, them I Kissed her
T got hold of the ashestray Which was full and took it to the Baeck yard,I emptied' it ,, then

took it Beck-and put it under the fire ageim, then I put the cval showel up onto the front

fire Bars and left it there for a while,, it acted like a Blower and the fire slowly came

to liife. Mum eceme downstairs and told Sarahk to sit downm, Now Peter she said,, what aboutt

that hotpot, yes Mum I said,, I'lL take it with me to: work: im a tesim Iff T may, Sam womld
lowe it warmed up: for his dinmer;, I'1L tring the besim ket dom't worry,, yes: she saidy, imthe
meantime. Saralt lawe take this, its what I take flor z headache,, she handed’ Saralk a2 drop off

warm Imdiam Bramdy ima glasm ,, drinke that ,, it'Ll do: you goodi, tHem we'lThave acup of’
tez.. The Kettle had started to Hoill so Mum Brewed some tea ,I went and had a wash and tboks

some water out of the kettle flor & shawe, Sarah I said,did you get the stuff I asked’ yow
lowe, I lefit it im the parlour,, I'lL get it,, sbhe Brought it aut, ewery

RR1%gste ity ¥E..
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im surprised mg,,after setting my brezkfiast down om the tatle,, she went upstazirsand § Hteard
her talking: to Dad who was just getting up,, fletch em down will you she said while comming dew
down stairs, when'she‘came into the kitchen,, she had & new tie in & Hox and 2 wery thim
Hrown paper parcel,. she gave them to mesaying,, here you ere som, put these om,. I looked
at the tie, a plain maroon in eolour and: silk;, mother I sadd: yow should*nt, I opened’ the
thin paper pareel,, & wallet with my imitials in 2 kind of gold monogram,, oth mother I saidi,
its lowely, I opened the wallet,, inside was & tem shilling note,, T got up from the table
and kissed Her and said oftt thanks Mum then Dad walked im,, morning som, Saral,le said’
wec both wished him good morning and with & twinkle im his eye He saidj, Saral,, just look
how his mother spoils Himy, she'll te wiping His nose for him next,, Mum said,, get om with
you: Dad, your as tad,, getting him that expensiwe thing your Holding under the table,.
come on now Dad ,out with it, Dadsmiled and Holding up a brand new UYriefcase, He said ,
and if you kiss me for this,. I'll rattle your earole young Peter.. I said, well Dad, your
the only one who does'mt get kissed in this House, But thankyouw so much: , I appreciate
aleod&e done for me ,, I'1T newer be able to repay you hoth Mum, Dad,, thank you from my Hea§
Saral T szid, its going to be Hard trying to.liwe up to these two dont you think my 10ve'
I would'nt try Peter lowe,but I will do my best,, yes girl,, I know you will Dad said
Mum said well, ewvery body's different, and people go about liwirg and lowing in their own w&;
way,, Sarah said,, well said Mum: I said , I wont forget this day in a Hurry eitler,, you see
what a wery lucky fellow I amy, the kest paremts,, and: tor top: it all, I'm goimg to marry
the Hest girl in the world and I thank: god flor it.. Sarali ceme ower and’ kissed' me, I was
so happ¥.. I put my new tie on,, put the wallet in my inside bBreast pocket them fTicked
some imaginary dust off the case and said, well, T must Ee‘oﬁf; wish me luck,, they all: did.
MumHI said I'1lL take that hotpot for Sam.shallilit was ready wrapped up and tied round
with string so I picked it up and kissed Sarah:, I said'ta rah every hody, see you
tonighit ,, As I walked witH Sarah to: the door I flelt in my pocket flor some small change,
I, pulled it out and looked,. three gold sowereigns,, two half erowns, a shilling , a
sixpence two theepenny ltits and foup pennies.. Sarah I said,. look: I cant' think How 21l
this got here, Saral said, Keep it to yourself Peter my lowe,. you dont meed to spend it
But youu newer know, its just for emergencies,. ofif you go now ,I do liope you hHawe a good
iay,.take eare now, she kissed me again.and I set off to work and mister Spenmcers I gott tos
work as the whistle Hlew, the time keeper wawed Hello then f entered the hHut. Sam was
checking his bBook, morning S8am I said, he looked up, the last time I saw you so smart
Peter was in church , you remember, old misses Lord wanted change for sixpenee out of
the colleatiom, yes Sam, I remember § said , Sam,, here's a Hotpot I wont be eafing today
I want the Basin Back bBut I'll pick it up on the way Lome or tomorrow. Sam asked me if
I remembered to get a Yook, Yes I said but I forgot todring it, or a peneil,. newer mind
he said, I've got one for you, and a pencil here, he handed Qe one like his and the pencil
was just the right size ,, in the back of the Yook he had written , To Peter from SAm,.
best wishes. T thanked him and put itin my case, He said, wellyou look the part Peter
so get cracking lad and the best of luckto you Peter, T said thanks Sam, I'll let you

know what goes on, tomorrow. There was the sound of 2 motor Horm them and as I went out wei

whith Sam, mister Spencer's dazugliter was waiting, she said eome on,. Hop im Petler NeIsom
%
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Good morning I said,, good morning she said,, Dad's waiting so lets get a move onm shall
we:, and off we went. As luck would hawe 1t,, we arriwed im one piece and as I got out
of the car he met us at the door,, He smiled an® said ,algood morning Peter,. I'm glad
you could make it,lets go inm ,. first things first,, a niee cup of tea then to busTmess
He ushered me into his study and directed me to sit in the easy chair, now Peter he ¥
Began, the door openmed and Mildred the cook eazme in with a tray , a teapot and two cups
and saucers ajug ofi milk and a glass bowlof sugar teaspoons were in thesaugers..
Mildred wished me good morming and smiled I said' the same to» Her and retutmed the smile,
she withdrew .. The Boss: putt milk in the cups. then poured the tea, help yourself to suger
Peter he said and handednme the Yowl, I took two spoonful's: and stirred the tea.. I hawe
here Peter,a letier asking me to attend a meeting at the Winthrop Hotel, #lharmley square
The town council have a plot of land they want to develope and have not yet decided
what to build con it, now I would like them 1o build something they can be proud of,
the town can be proud o% and if I play my cards right, I might ,. just might, end up
building whatever it is they want, do you follow, I said that I understood. I asked him
where did I fit in &and he said, I want you to: obserwe Jjust whHat goes on at tHese

meetings and I might add,, & fresh face with different ideas would Tiwenthings up a Yit

You'll. get the drift as the meeting progresses,. there'll Ve a lot of hot air and mot
much achieved,most of them Jjust attend for the lunch and drinks, the dont care aboutl
the town really only about thetre own interests,, thats were you e¢an come im,if you feel
you can livwen the debate up a bit,. and dont forget, I'll baeck you up, alright. I said
that I would give it a shot but if I am going wrong please give me a nudge and I'11
stogﬁut first, I would like to Hear what is said thenl can giwe an opinion if it is
asked for, oh dont worry about beéhg being asked, I'l1l do that bit then I want to sit
and watch their fsces &and get their reactions,, now I hHope you c¢zn deliwer or at least'
try, can I rely on you Peter, I said that I would'nt let Him down, then thats my boy
he smiled, Oh and Peter,. yes Sir,. I cén Buy and sell the most of them so do nt be
frightened of the set up,. it may look a bit so S0, but really none of them know what
its all about, believe me. Now wheres that daughter of mine she's taking us and whem
I'm with her ,she has to: driwe praperly, We'llbe alright you''llsee.. EIs;e Spencer
breezed im and said come on chaps, lets get going, yes Iknow Dad, I will driwe mieely
have no fear, we got in the back of the car end the car moved off at a sedate pace.
We arrived in good time and the boss introduced me to various people zs his assistant.
About fourteen to sixteen men assembledin what was temd termed the Tudor suite,. the
meeting was chaired by a mister Mervin from the town Hall, first he introduced himself
from what I gathered, he wag the town Hall, +they way he sounded off with his, my this
and my that,, then he went on to what he would like for the towm,, what would' e Bestt for
the townjand he Hoped that his proposal would be seem as the only solutiom to: the
protlem confronting us today. He asked for any other proposals,, no-one seemed the least
bit interested exeept mister Spenecer, He proposed that a swimming hath was Built om
the land together with a sports ground with faeilities: for everybody to partake .

No ,said mister Merwin he did'mtthink: that was feasikle tut He gawe mo reasons.
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T looked round the room, I realised that mister Merwin was acting like a schoolmaster
this had to stop,. I rose to my feet,. mister chieirman § said, with respect ,. who» do- you
think youare addressing,. a class in a scHobl or what,, it seems to me that you did' nt wmec
need a meeting,aceordingto you the metter is eut and dried ‘hbefore we started,, A1l Heads
looked up and started to takg an interest,, I deliberately said that to you mister:
chairman sir just to- create a little intrest in these proceedings, now with respect,
gentlemern ,, this is our towm we &re talking about, lets think about the welfare of
the towm shall we,2@i¥r all, some of you may well profit from one of these proposals,
that stirred them a Bit Btut I was just starting,, I was annoyed’ by their apethy and
so I areated afiicitious storyslcontimued,, traweling round the eoumtry,Il Hawe seen s1gns
off progress in many towns and gities,, when asked where 1 come from, I tell them ﬁéy
hawe nmewer hHeard of us,. now iff people knew of us I'm sure our trade would improwe, you
would 21T Be wealthier , our goods are the Best in the country‘so why are we not knowm,.
we- can beat anybody if we pull ourselwes together and do something about it. Stop - Peing
small mlnded Tets build something that other towns want to copy‘end'enjby popularity
its there for the taking and what is more gentlemem,. we have the skills , we hawe the
resorses, the space and” the ready and willing workforce just waiting to- perform and show
the rest of the country that our business men]and traders,are the finest in the country,
e have the knowledge , the skill end the energy to break away from the stagnent inert
and torpid existence we have todey, our younger generation need an example to emulate
end they wantAgdmething to be proud of to look up to, 2nd to show off to others. Now
gentlemen,. everyone in this room ean contribute to, thet goal and Do Not forget, it is
you, who will prosper as well as the town prowided, you da;and not just talk. Am I looking

at a group of decadentpld fossils 0T eml seeing Byirile inweterate company of highly

skilled business men,. willing to: do their bit for the town,, bearing in mind,. they who
jnwest now, will reap the rewards and not some outsider who will take all and give nowt
Yack, gentlemen I lezve it to your intelligence to decide what you want, thankyou
211 for listening. I sat down. To a man, they clapped‘then a mister Fell stocd up
znd said, I go for the publick baths and recreation centre , A mister kline said,I
seeond that motion,., the rest fell into line. Mister Merwin was asked by the townsmen
to conwey that message to the council and they hoped for a fawourable answere. A man
-whispered to mister Merwin something ,. he stood up and said that lunch was about ready
drinks were available at Fhe ber and no chargewould be made. We retired to the Bar, I
asked for a glass of ale, my boss was talking to: mister Mervwin,. He brought Him over
and formaly introduced him to me , he surprised me by saying, well done young man,, that
was a tomic we all needed I'm very glad you came, Yyou Know,. Lin'all honestx agree with
every word you said, the way I spoke,, at the beginning was a talk prepared for me by
one of the townhall clerks, im future, 1 think I'1l write my own addresses , this town

must not Be left to slowly fade out, 1t can be and will be,2 thriving community I'11l

o my best to see the scheme come to fruition, thankyou sir I said, no, no , misterlNelson

I thamk you, then he went in for lunci. +thHe bBoss and I followed and had a very good do.
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Sitting in: the bar after lunch,, mister Speneertold me to try and keep the following Thurs—
dﬂémening free,. dinner would be at sewen thirty, dress informel and would I please bring
miss Sarah, she might be a good companion for Elsie for the evening while we talked shorp.
T zsked the boss did he think T upset the meeting, he laughed, Peter my boy he said,. upset
a meeting like that,. I 'd like to know what's going through their minds right now,. ol and
Peter ,. you will be asked by one or two a2bout your connection with me, I would like you to
tell them nothing,. our own ptivate arrangement is our affair, nobody else's, you will
probably get offers to Jjoin someone else's firm, I e&n't stop you of course But I'd be
very sorry to lose you, I interrupted Him,, hold on bYoss I sadd,. why should I leave you,.

I heve no intention of doing that,. if you like, ™1 drew up an agreement and sign it

if thet's what you want,. I've heard of these rising stars before,. now g;pot’like that,

I'11 slways remember whigh side my bread's buttered on:no matter what,end if this firm
prospers, so will I , on the other Hand,If this firm starts to deteriorate, them it will

Be my responsibility to take it By the scruff of the neck: and haul it back: into- wiability,

Now boss, just let mefinikly them you can put me teck where I belong. As I was saying

earlier this weeky. I hHawe a flew ideas: I would like to put to you ,, you ean either gaept

or rejeat them, But I would rathHer not go into details as: yet, I must get my facts right
tefore I come to you about tlems The Boss replied, Peter,, im the first instance,, yes,
you did upset the meeting and ¥ might add, for which I'm wery grateful,, and' seaondly,,

I think you a2re where you belomgmow,, and thirdly, wherds that dammed’ daughter of mine,
Here I am Daddy,, are you ready them, the toss: said! Peter,, why the dickenms dom't you.
learn to driwe a ear,, it would sawe me & lot off troulile.. We left the Hotell at about

half past twoy. El'sie drowe us tack to the tboss's House ,, he inwited me imtor the study

agaim and motionmed me to tHe same easy chair, I sat dowm and flelt a sight more comfortabile
this' time round, the Boss went out, a few minutes later he came Beck, Peter te said,,
the lawatary is ome flight up the stairs, second’ doot om the left if you wanmt it , I

said exeuse me I'1lT use it ¥ff I may,, hesaid) te my guesﬁandiwawed“me away. the toilet
was posh and had a flush: system like any other tut it was surrounded with shiny tiles
they looked smart and’ cleam tHis: gave me another idea I kept tb myself flor use at a later

datezs I got Ymak down stairs and into the study, the Boss was pouring tea out' agaim,,

he looked up and s&id, welll,, whet dwm you think, I said, yes lowely Hut don'Tyou thinmk
it would Ye nieer still iff 2 wash hand tesim was: installed and a towel hanging By, I

think that would finish the jo® off micely dbrT you. Yes: he said, I suppose you're right,,
I nmewer thought off that, I'll Hawe iy done im the mear fluture,, yes, thanks: Peter.

I'mn expecting: 2 flew telephone cmlls shortly Peter,. they'lI be asking questions abtout
the meeting and +trying to pry a little as to whats going on,, I'll not make them any the w

wiser for it YBut There'll probably be more meetings Hefore we can get the hall rpllinga

prepenty—so 1'lliry and get sorted out ready. I want you om the site tomorrow Peter, we
can let Sam know about the meeting, he'll not feel left out them, in any case,, Sam's
alright, he might have something to 2dd and I do like the old chap,. I said, yes boss,

so do I,he's got all his chairs at home when it comes to doing a foreman's Jjoty, yes

_ ﬂeter and thatd just it , a good man at His joB, if you know what I mean: , I umderstood..
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Now Peter, bBefore you go, there's & new motor wagon in the yard its standing there waiting

to be used, I'm going to ring the gerage up and arrange for a few lessons for you at
driwing the thing about,. do you think you ean handle it,I'l11 hawe a do at it if you like
ﬁ%@ﬁé, if you like, I can call at the garage om my way home and arrange it, sawe you ring-—
ing them up, HEsasid, that'll do fine Peter, I'll just get Elsie to drop you off,. maybe for
the last time el, the boss said, I hppe so T said, I get a little nerwous riding with

Blsie mister Spencer, he laughed and went into the house.. &minute or two later, Elsie came

out and said, so you want a lift to the garage do you mister Nelson, I said yes please
miss Elsie, she said,aut out the miss part will you,, I replied that I would if she would
cut out the mister part,, Elsie 8aid righto then Peter, nmow I'lT get the car out, I Heve to
get some gasoline from the garage anyway,. she went and brought the car round to the front
I jumped in Veside her and said, your Dad wants me to learn to driwve the wagon EIsi%,so

I'11 first watch if I may, ol yes she said, you'll soon get tke lang of it really,. there's
nothing to it but the best way is to driwe as mueh as you can, that way you will think

nothing of it, in no time &t allbut you must try and remember everything you are shown,.
at first you think that you'llnewer pick it up, then suddenly it comes to you just like
riding a cycle, welli Peter, here we are,now if you would ask Joe Bimmerin there to fill it
up,. heLL know what to do end Peter, yes Elsie, good luck on your drivigg », thank you ®rs
Elsie I sa2id. Joe checked the car ovegngalled it with gasoliné?‘gsked Elsie tgﬂ%he sheet
of paper then she was off, giwing me a wave and 2 smile. Joe came Back into the garage,.
and what «&nl do for you he said, I explained whol was and what I wanted,. Joe said it woul
be no trouble at all, he would be round on Mcndey mornin%?f%!%’d teke it from there,
thanked him end walked on home. Mum was in the kitchen I greeted Her with 2 smile then
told her a1l she needed to know sbtout my day, I explained that T hed to go to the yard on
Monday to learn to drive the new wagon, it was just so that I could drive if 2nd when
T was needed because Elsie Spencer was 2 little wild with her driving and the boss
was'nt quite happy wvwhen riding while she was at the wheel. T knew that Sarzh would be in &
the shop so I told Mum I would teke my suit off and put something else om then go and
see her, Mum said that tea would te ready inan Hour and Bob would be comming, He wanted
g word, right Mum I saidand went up stairs'changeh that done I went to the chip shop,.
I walked in, it was a bit steamy and the widdows had lines down where condensation had
occured, Ivy was serving she shouted Sarsh, there'sa chap come to see you, can you snare
a minute, Sarah ceme from the kitchen wiping her hands on her pinny, yes she said and
looked up, Iwy she said,, I'll get you one of these days,, Hiya darling, Had a nice day,.

come through and in future don't wait to be asked,. T followed her through into the kitcHen

we kissed each other and while she was getting some more fish ready to take into the
shop, I told her how my day had been Wut¥,not everything, then I exrlained about next
Thursday ewening,. that will be lowely she said, but who's giong to mind the shHop,and
look after the money, I said that Mum end Bad would Ye happy to do it, Ivy 2nd Bob would

Ye in as wellso thet was fixed up,. I went through to Ivy &nd explained to- Her about i%

she seemed quite happy about it ang sald she would mention it to Bok
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Dad popped in om his way home and I took: Him: through to Saral: She smiled and said helle
Dad, I can see you've had a Hard day, would you like a cup of tea to my surprise he said

yes please Sarah lowe,, hawe you any old news paper though,, Saral: said go on Peter,, Be a

darling and fetch a paper fromIwy, Iwy Had a stack of them for wraping fiish and c¢hips in,

I pinched one and took it to- Dad ,. here you ere Dad I said as I hended it to him, thanks

son he said, then he spread it out om & chair and sat on it, as he took his pipe out He
remarked that his clothes were a bit sooty, Sarah: said’ Dad, your a wery thoughtful chap

now Here's: &z cup of tezand’ Peter can telll you what He's Been up to. tbday. Dad’ tooka sip of te
tez and looked for the sugar and’ a spoom, I gawe them to him, now Peter he said,. lets be
hearing from you ,. I told Dad’ roughly what transpired’ then I mentioned about Joe Rimmer
aDmming to the yard to teach me to driwe the wagon, Dad said , Ay Peter lad, its 21l happe:
ing is'nt it I nodded then I mentioned about next THursday ewening, he said jﬁ*ﬁingly,
Wellnow, let me consult my diery, I might bYe dining with the Mayor that night, on
seaond thoughts, I think I'll give Lkim a miss this time, yes, I think I can purswade
your mother tc accgowmpany me here,although, ¥ shall went a fish supper for Both of us
with plenty ef salt and winager followed with a nice cup of tea, hows that for a bergain,e
ggral had heerd it all and came inand said, it'll Be a pleasure sir, Tthink that is How
thihgs zught to be, but , don't foreget my Mother may be back, if she is , IBm sure that
she will Be very pleased with the arrangements, she might even &sk Bob: to nip down to
the local with a couple of jugs, I think we Have two large ones somewhere Hung up.
Dad smiled and said ,. just you try and keep me away,, I know that Mum will come if its
only to keep Her eye on me,, so thats settled then ,. come on Peter, lets go and brezk the we
mews to your Mother, then We'll get our tea.. Sarat, do you want anything for your tea,,

Dad asked , no thanks Dad, we'we got something ready its cooking in the owemr, Iwy made it
just send your son back please Sarzh sazid. Dad amd’ T went FYome to hHawe our tesz,. Mum was
just putting it out, Bol was allready there and sat dowm at the talle,Dad accepted the

faat that our hHouse was opem House as far as Jash and Bol were concerned ;whem we were
younger he used to go and Bring themsometimes,if they wanted to stay the night,. he went
round and told their parents then he would put them to bed himself while my Mum: went' to
their parents for a good matter. Now, Mow many parents would do that' sort of thing today

After the usual greetings ,we sat down Dad hawing had a swill ,, and Mum putt the meal out,,

pea soup with Hig chunks off Wam in followed' By spotted dick and custard, Bok had' two
lHefpings of eacl, for omee I just had the one, welll I'% hed 2 Wig lunck . Afiter we had
eatem, Bulh and I washed up,, just as we were finishing, Dad’ eeme im as He ofiten &%d

and’ asked us: iff we neede any help,, Isaid no thanks,, Mum did"nt" wamlt any Yreaking,, Dad

f1icked some water at me out off the sink, I diucked and' Bolb got the lot,, Mum ezme im them
and’ said, where'smy rolling pim I Ieft it Here somewhere,Dad and Bolb ram out andi I
was'nt fiar Hehind, we got Bmek into the kitaltes and sat down,. Dadsaid’ ,Petter lad’,. when
mother's Brewed the tea,, will you fill the kettle up again for me I must hHawe a good' wash
right Dad I said I'11 just put some eoal om the fire, I pieked up the ozl 4-jlutt‘1e,, it
was: about halfl full, I emptied most off i¥ on the fire,Blh said’ giwe it Here Petle, I'1]
gx and fiill it flor you, It'll sawe going later, he tbokit out and filled it up.
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When bolk camein with the coal scuttle s, he put it down andwent into the Yack kitchem and w
waslied his hands, he cmme back with mine and Dad's pint! pots of tea, Mum followed with
his and herown cups ,we sat down then asked Bol what He wanted to see us atout » He Begam,
Iwy tells me that you want to get married the same time as us, is that right Peter,I
emswered im the aflirmatiwe, He was reliewed, I could tell Yy His faee,, a doulile wedding
he said, well yes;f said, if its alright with us, you Don't need to ask that Peter, it
was what we were hpping would happen,I'm pleased about that, I know Iwy is, How abBout
Saral,T said , we'll hawe a talk about it when Saral's Mum gets bBack and sort ewery—
thing‘out properly then, its no use arrangeing aliit here and there,we'll orgamise
2 meeting of all concerned at the chip shop or here when Saral's Mumgets back,Iturned
to my parents and looked for their approval,. they bothnodded and so that was setiled.
Bo%and I put our coats on and went to the chip shop,. tea time was over and the Blind was d¢
downso we knocked Sarah cameto the door and said, go away, come back later , we knocked ame:
again and louder, she lifited the Bliné a little saw us and let us in.. I'm sorry she said
But g’thought it was more customers, they cen't read some of them, I told Her to calm
down,and turn the light down in the shop oH she c¢aid, I never thoughtof ilezt, she turned it

and Sarakl said

e

down, I locked the door behind me end walked through, Bob was kissing Ivw
Peter love Ifn sorry but we hawe bBeen busy and I'm so tired let me sit down for & bit
Ito1d her to relex ,Iwy said that she would get th e tea ocut of the oven, would I make then
e brew ,. I obliged, Bob stoked the Ffire up and put a ceouple of cobs on, the place was mice
and warm in no time , Sarah went to the table and Ivy gawe Her a rlate of shepherds nie
Sareh e2te it and szid Ivy,. when Mum comes back, would you like to stay on a bit sey
another couple of weeks, I would like %o have a couple of deys free toget some jobs
done and get some shopping done, you'lTl get paid of course Iwy said,,I'1T speak to- Mum
and” let her know then, she won't mind provided I tell her first TF1T go Home tomorrow
and let her know, I'll Ye tack in time for you opeming 2t dinner, Sarah said thenks Ivy

then Sarah nodded off to sleep. We kert quiet so as not to weke her,Ivy said, the poor

-
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2bout Irene and the house joh, I said thet we mewer broke promise so0 we would go and
help out this weekemd,. Mum would Help in the shopa bit, she liked doing that end Sarah
ecould take it a bit easy , Dad would pop in from time to timeto- see that everything was &
elrightand we could get on with the job. Bol: said that he had given his notice in at work
and was on his last week, he hoped' he had done the right thing, I told Him thenm that he
need 'nt Ye short of momey he knew that and I had a proposition: to put to him But im a
months time, not “efore,, He thanked me ands#id, Iwy, do you need some more spuds doing
Iwy looked and said,, Better had Bo® lowe, there's only a buecket full' ready,, Bolk said).
I'1Y get cracking then;, I'm getting quite good 2t it now,, aff ke went and’ prepared some
more potatoes for opening time,Iwy started on the fish, I checked the fires in the shop.
Sarah opened her eyes yawned and said, Is it opening time yet, I kissed Ler and told
her noy, we would hawe a drink first and I would make it, she exaused lerself and went
to: the Bmak,. when she returned, she washed® her hands' and went' upstairs to her roam.

when she czme downagain she said yNOW Peter my darling, where's that tea you promised
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I had made the tea By them so I poured Her a eup, I took ome in to Bah and’ putone dowm
By Iwy, after pouring @& cup for myself,, I sat down next to Saralty, I explained what was Hepp
eming at the weekend and Sarah said,, eam I go> wi'th you on Sunday then,, J' said’ why not 9
Saral: put her empty cup on the talle,, and’ stood’ up: , she looked at the clagk,, I'1YT stert
fryimg now she said, I'm much better at the moement Peter, I said that I had checked the
fires and they seem ed’ in order she thanked me and went into the shop , put: some chips
into the fryer and then lifited the blin@'the% she unlocked the dbor, there were two
youngsters. waiting, they had a shilling wrapped ina note, they handed it over tbo Saral, It
read please two fish and chips ta ,, Saral waited untill the chips were done meanwhile
Iwy had put some fish on and they were ready'the kids were serwed ,, theywere given tHe
right change wrapped inthe same note y the two parcels: of fishand chips and Sarah gave
them Both a couple of chips each and then told them to go straight home. the customers
drifted in and out all night untill closing time then Saralt said’ right, tﬁats:it:finish_
she pulled the Hlind down and locked the door, there were four fish left s I put two
shillings in the till and took the few chips that were left Saral had a few mushy peas
left, g said to Bob,. supper Bol,. how about you Iwy,. she turned me down , Sarah wanted the
rest of the pie +thet was in the oven so Bolk and T zte the fish suppers and Sarah
had the pie Ivy ecut herself a cheese sandwiteh, then came the cleaning, half an hour
end the job: was done, Sarazh put the light out in the shop and Bo® said He wag ready for
home, Iwyend he said goodnight znd off they went. I locked the door behind them and went
tack into the kitchen, Sarah was sat down waiting for# the telethone tc ring,five minutes,
then it rang, I left them to it 5- €irl talk was'nt my forte.Ichecked the beck door 2nd
mede the fire safe then I went into the shop and checked round, everything was alright.
Sarah finished onthe phone and asked me to heve = quick word with her mother, Theld
the earpiece and said in a very pleassent véice, Hello mother dear she answered T'm
alright my pet, how are you{oﬁ.fine I said,just’fine ySarah's a bit under the weather
yes I know poor girl, but give her a couple of days. , she'll be right ss rain sgaim
lookafter her now wont you Peter ,. I answered’ , yes mother I most certainly will,. whem
will you be coming back, I'we missed you you know , I'll probakly be Yack Teusday night
Peter lowve,, she said , I said that if possible I would' meet her at thestatiom if" she
auld find out the time of arriwal, she promised to let me know later +then she hung up..
My mother's sawing some furniture for us Peter darling, but the rroblem is,where to
store it.. I said that was great and' storage was no problem, I would fix that! up: alright,
Peter,, Sarah said, I want to go. Home now please 5 1 said ,well, lets get &oing: then,.
I've already checked round, everything's in order so put your coat on my dear and’
we'llbe home inm couple off minutes ”Sarahtput Her coat on and we left the shop, the dbor

was secure and alll the lights were out.. when we got home Mumwas Just going-tb:ﬁp&”SaraH1
my  mum saidc I've put a hot water Bottle in your Hed 80 you'llte alright and Peter )
yes Mum, I said , she saidhdonft'stbpitom long lowe, let Sarah: go to bed), yes Mum I

sgid,, goodnight Mum, Mum said goodnight: and Sarah: said Peter I must goy. wait for me_-p—
please I'lixqot Be long,, Saralt went to the Bacek yshe was washing her hands when T

looked next so I checked the back door kissed'Sarah:goodnighthpwher upstairs ang
went out, locking the door behind me and off 4o bed at Josheshouse..
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In thet case Uncle Tim, I'll have to go and weigh the job up first, I dont want to meke
5a hash of my first Job: starting on my own,. after all, it will be a good' advertisement
ébr me, I might get more work when thpy see that eh%wp§d?nd T agreed with Him. Sarel
geme Bouncing in erd seid look wheo's cometo £ee Usy Elsie Spencer breezed inm, hello everyd®
Yody she smiled,. Sareh said I newver guessed you.were the Elsie from school,, well, I am s&go
se¢rprised, fancy and Peter working for your Dad, what & turnm up, How are you anyway, I
think- we're coming o your house next Thursday evening for dinner,, thats simply marvelous,
Elsie said, now that I know, I can't wait, I'll tell you what, I'IT come and” pick you up
guarter past seven end 1 promise Peter I'll not try to scBre you to death this time,,
Saral said, lowely Elsie, We'll he ready, but come to Peter's I'll be waiting there
right Sarak lowe ,I'll do: that, now she said Peter would you introduce me please ,, I
did the necessary introductiomns and Elsie said ,Mister Nelson, what fine strong Hands you E
hawe, My dad had to say, the Better to Hold you with my dear, we all laughed, Elsie said
Dad likes his fish and cHips on tHe qudet you know, whem I tell kim where I got thems,
H8-'1T Ye ower the moon# anyway, I1'lL get ggtng, He'll be waiting so ,, don't forget
Saral, Thursday, I'm looking foward to it,, so am I Saral: said,, EIlsie said ,. night alT
as she picked up Her parcel and” jumped im her car,, saralr wawed as she drowe off. Saral
czme bBaak into the shop and said, that girThelped me a lot at school,, she's older then T
am and Befriended me when the other girls: were catty,, none of them dare say anything
when she was with me,. she was a real tom toy but a good sport, I'm glad she liwes
im the distriet,, Peter you don't know what a good’ friend she ean bBe, and’ mind you,, she
is wery clewer and cam handle Herself wery well. I'm glad you'we met her Saralr darling
I said,. Bo® said,, I've seem her knocking akout But nmewer she was old Spencer's Iass
Iwy c¢eme in then and said ,, there tailing off now Sarah,, Dad szid , I'Tltazke Mum some
ek Sarah lass if you hawe any left,Iwy said, there's hHalf a dozen: fish: yet and’ a
good couple of scoops of chips. Uncle,. How many do you want,, fish and’ chips: twice Iwy
lowe, and here's the money ,now takg it and’ put it im the till like a good' girl, Iwy
took- the momey,. Saral said Bel, do: you want the other thats left, you'we worked here 211 w
week  and taken nothing,, Bok said,, thats what' friedds are for Saralh,, Saral said, mewer
mind that Bol, I know all about that,. take whats lefit,, there's little g@of,, your mem
and Dad and not fergetting yourself so take them please then I ean shut shop, theres a
good ctap, Buk said yes alright Saralt and thankyou, Saral replied ,no: Bokr thankyou.
Iwyreceiwed some money from Sarah,. she looked at it and saidj, oit Saral,, are: you sure
certainlyIwy she said your worth it lowe and thankyou, Iwy thanked her and’ went Home with
Bo¥ after wrappimg up the suppers.. I followed them to the door and logked it , themT
rolled the window bBlind dowm and turmed tHe light out im thHe shop.Dad looked at the
timeand said it was time He went, I asked Sarath to show Nim the watch,, she opened: the draw
drawer and Brought it out, Dad locked at it , Wreathed on it ami’ polished It then said,
what a Beautiful time piece, Peter you must bte wery proud, Seralh lowe, this is alsoTutely
eXquisite, I'we newer seem such: 2 watcl: in all my born days , it must hawve cost a fortume
Well dad Sarah said, It was my father's,and mother suggested' I gawe it to Peter, it '

will‘stay in the family wont i¥ darlimg, I said of course my lowe and it will Ye
treasured.
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I only saw Josh on & couple of occesoins before Friday evening but I managed to Have a
quick word about the joW at the House inm Larkhill road' set for Saturday a2nd Sunday,, le
mentiormed thet Irene lhad Beem busy at the Hospital and was due a couple of days off,
Irene had got some food in réady for weekend and’ arranged for ladders and bits and pieces
to Ye taken from the factory by Horse end’ ¢art, sand and acouple of bags of cement was
allready at the house, Josh said® that He understood that cement was Better then lime
and’ was Being used more and more now in the building trade so He asked® Irene tor get’ some
I told §dsh he had done right and asked about the Brickwork, did it need pointing ”
were there any bricks for replacement , had he been on the roof and inspected it ,
could he tell me of any dzmpness or leaks, did the windows rattle, Josh Held hHis Hand
up, Peter he said, I'M a plumber remember, he said, I hawe bBeen on the roof, a litt}e
resldte ing is necessary, not much,and a few windows do rattle, as far as pointing goes,,
you make yocur own mind up when You see it,. there are some replacement bricks and’ yes there i:
is a bit of" damp here and there but as far as he eould tell, not a great lot to worry about.
I told Josh, He would make a foreman yet if Le put his mind to it, but He Had done very well
indeed,. if he'% hawe beenm working for me, I might Hawe given Him:a rise,, Josh I said,, your ¢
2 dam good mam to hHave arround so how about being my best man as well, we're Having a
double wedding,, Josh did'nt look surprised, he said, I was wondering when thet would
¢rop up so now I'll tell you Pete, he pesused then he said 5 1 would heve been upset if
T was'nt, now you knaw , lets get back to thinking about that job, Its going to be &
bit of a tight squeeze getting everything done on time But I dare say we might jus+t make
it. He rubbed his hands together then said,. Pete,. do you think we could get a joiner in
to give us a 1ift, I mean, there's plenty of woodwork to Ye done 2s well you know and
although we can do a bit between us,, we'll Hawe ta: Hewe an expert for certain parts. T
said, Josk, this is your show, your thre boss, and if you think we should then by all
means get one but Josh, get a good one, one who's willing to muek in and Help out with
any jobk and he's got to be good company as well, we don't want any arguentative Tlokes
on this jo®. Josh said he knew of 2z chap who might fit the bikl and he would see Him
that night. I made arrangements to see him at the house early the next morning. Itook
myself off to the chippy, they were busy es usuzl,,Sarsh was stirring the chipsin
one of the vets, Ivy was wracping suppers up for a woman, a stranger to me bBut Tvy
said she knew her , she was just rassing through and smelled the shop 'so she had decided
to try them, Iwy said that she lived ower the furniture shop in Brewery street, her
husband was at sea and she waited on in a gafe in town. Sarali asked me to take peasd®

off’ the stove before they started burning in the pan, and put them on the sink a bit,

wep
I we$ through to the kitchen, Dad was in talking to Bob,, Bol: looked up, smiled and

said,. Pete, your Dad hes asked me to go to the smithy and" paint them a mew sign,, and’
the new lean to: tha#s just been put up,. I'1T have to get hold of thet chap I met at
nighk school’ you know , the one who did Susan's portrait, he's a proper signwriter
now and does a good Job, Rob turned to Dad,, How big do you want it Unele Tim, He always

called Dad that,. oh‘Dad sald it has tc fit over the arch, not right zcross and not too

iow down, I don't want horses Banging their heads om it when T want them inside.
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My/;’wasz moved with emotion,, as Saral put the wateh Back in the drawer, son, he said,.
Sarah and her mother are putting & lot of faith in you letting you lave that, to tlen,,
it nusit Be 1‘)1‘10@31@55, that »roves beyond doubt the JTowe they musi Have for you, I know
thet you will try and live up to their expec‘téfioms,} Just promise your mother and I thaet
when you'remarried,; you'll keep your vows t’rak’c “you make in churceH and from thet moement
on, that Saresl is number one in your 1ife and we,, your own perente are your resgerve,

our only wisll ie for you Boih tov Ye good to eaeh &ther,, respect: eachother, and ¥e Happy.

¥e will' always love you both and stand by youbut onme thing YBoy,, never Ffor¥zet your roots,
any problems, letd all share each others as a fmily,, Don't keep them to yourself. thats
what 1 want to say I am not one fior lectures as: & rule but I jJust: Had to say that. Dad),,

Sarah said,, as: she went and kdiissed’ him, that: was Towely and’ we won'T forget it will
wes darling, she looked at me as: I shook my Head® in response,, I ¢leared my throst and:
s&id, Dad, that was the longest speach I'we ewer lieard you make amd I will mewer forget
if, I doo promise and thamk you for it .. He stood up,. nodded’ His Head and’ said’ I'd best
He getting Bmaek to mother, I Hope the s.upper'a':"za%‘t gone cold,, _Saralr trogght: them fromthe ¥

shop, they Had been kept warm in the ehip range,. Dad felt them and said,, ol yes they're

fiire,. I'10 not wait up , I suppose your mother's gainmg to: ring anytime eh,, yes Dad, ewery
night so if Peter will let you out,, I'1L wait, Dad walked through: the shop saying,.

goaod night to us , T followed and let: BEim out,, as he stepped outdide,, I put my hHand om
his shoulder and squeezed but said’ mothing,, Dad’-did the same to me them set off Home,. I

ezlled,. goodniglhit Dad he just wavwed and kept on walking.. Saral: was talking to her mother

when I got Baek im,. I motioned to ¥ Her that I would like a word” later,, she nodded), I

strolled into the Back kitehem and checked the door, ewerything was: secure, so I went

and stood with my baek: to the fire and waited flor Sarah’s ealll,, after a while I grew

a little impatient then Sarzh called,, she lhad beenwriting something down that her mothee

had dictated to Her,. she Handed me the phone and kissed the side of my face,I”squeezed
her arm gently and® said through- the mouthpiece ,. Hello mother, how's my sewond’ girl friend
she liked that and said, Peter dear,, I'we writtenr to my lawyerasking Him to> sell tHis:
house,. he will write back to that address, the letter might arriwe Before I do am Teesday-
so when it arriwes,, T want Saral to opem it an® them ring me up and tell me what it says
I'm letting you know this Weaause you know then that its: alrightand not to worry,. hawe

you got that Peter, I said yes mother, can I hawe a word,. yes dear, what is it she said;.
well I said, I'm going to get Sarah's friemd tor pick: you up from the stationm on Tuesday,,

she Has: & motor eer, Oh she said, you meam Elsie,, I said yes,, and gﬁnr_ brimg Sarah,, -

How$ that,, wonderful' dear boy,, @fid#r wonderfull, now let me telll you, I've sent' & lot of
furniture in faet a Wlhole wan load’ to Awentam. om the traim, whem it gets there,, Hawe we
somewhere to put it,, im: storage I meam ,, I told Hher I would arrange it butt whem would it
Te due td arriwe , she said%Manﬁhy»Petbr;Isaiﬁithattwoul@ e fime and' T would get: the
railway to deliwer it with their wagom to where I directed thems. Sarak's mother seemed sati

sfied with the arrangements then said’ Bye lowe , put Sarah Bedk on a secont wiTl you
Please; I handed the phone Back: to Saral,, afiter a shortt while she Kung up. Sarah turned
to: me and said, Peter lowe, will you see Elsie atwut my mother or what, I replied thai

T would ask her Dad or better still,
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Why dom't you rimg her up ,, they lave a teleplome you know,, yes: Peter,, I cumiawe & talk
widdHddB8dé with her and ask her then. Om the way Home, I mentiomed' about - Helping Josk
im the morning,, Saral said’ that she was giing shopping im thHe afternoon: with Mum and
reminded me about' going to see the wicar along with Bob and’ Iwy affter tea,, I promised I
would be Back im time flor that and to make sure that there was: some Hot-water ready for
when I got home I would probehbly meed® it. Afiter seeing:SaraH;aﬁféIy»ihﬂbnmS‘and om Her
way to bed,, I let myself .out of our House and went to Joshes. He vag waiting for me
when' I arrived,, iiya Pete he said), tomorrow stilll dnxﬁ&en{” ke said), yes,, why: not| T asked’
ol nothingJosi answered,, Imanaged! to get holdl of Ding‘dbng"yanu know,, Normanm,, Normam
BelTl' ,. standard sewen ,. him: as made that foot' stool flor the school aarefaker so He
eould reach the windowa to shut them, att - ay, I said;'you'meaqubur eyes: dom' T youu,, yess
I remembier Him now, come to think: off i't,, he went' to work: for Kipps;,jbinerstfm Peddar
street,, thats: him Peter,, well,, e serwed Htis: time with them and’ whem e was: twenty one,,
they would'mt pay him his rightt rate so.he vJackéd?ih% he‘s_&bimg'qdﬁ'iahs;when1he aBm
tilTl He cam get om regular somewhere,, it was Him. who: put that leam to> up: where your Dad
is, your Dad saya its' a goad jok so anyway,I told Him to: come up tomorrow and we'lT
see what He aam do, right‘JaﬁhlI=saidr,you do what you t@;k's;be&t, is he getting out
for doing it I asked,, I'11! give him a few Bok then if he dbes a good joby. I'we told him
I'lT see abnut gettimg Him some more work well, we' 1T see what Heppens el,, thats fine
By me Josh I answered now ,I'm giing to kip, -and’ e ready early tomorrow Josh,. noy laying
k,ﬂin',Oh and josh,. yes. Pete he said, I saidfgoaﬂhight,goadhfght“Pete he saidy. he locked
Q%i up and” we Both went to bed.. We were lueky the following day ,, Normem was waitmg for us
with his tools 2nd Josh took: Him. round’ and showed him whatt he wanted doimg, the mam
was a good joiner who got on with the jot without much talking,, I sett to poinfing;an&
worked flast, round & couple of windows,, just above a doorway and three or four brieks
to replace then there were a few coping stones skew wiff I hHad to straightem, tlhat was
the front done.. Dinmer time cmme and Ireme brought a Basket with Hot- pies in y, Botr,. who
Had arriwed just afiter us had put the kettle om and Irene Trought out mugs:, teaz and
milk, the sugar was: alreddy in the aupbvard along with a few plates and bitw and’ pieces,
we: sat down and’ ate two ples: eacl, Bul asked Ireme about: the eolours: off paint she wanted
-om the woodwork and wether or not she wanted® the ceilfmgrpainming an& the firieze im
certaim rooms Irene said that Bob was Better at'ahn@simgAsnnsﬁé would® leawe it to Him.
Josh had tow go and get some more pipimg ton replace some that was corroded,, whem he gott
beck,. He found that Iwy had?turned?up?with Saralh and” they were Woth doing some washing
and scrubbing, I asked Sarah atout Her goling shopping, she said that Mumlwduld?ge# wha tt
wes wanted for now and’ Dad’ was: going as: welllso she thought she and’' $wy would eome for
2z Bit and help and make sure that we got Baeck: im time to see the vicar, But said Jokimgly:
that he had decided’ to; write him a letter, he Had'mt time to goo galavamtinmg round
wiecerages at nighit, he Had a lot of work: to ecateh up. om.. Perhaps: we could go in his place.
I pretended to: kiak Wim on his Hackside,. he put His hands up and said, alright, alright,,
I giwve im, then he turned to Iwy and saidj, ecan't we elope or something,, I don't think

my Heart will stand all this strain, I'm only a weak man you know,, we all laugheg
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After our pie dinner, I walked round to the back of the house to checkthe WBrickwork,
T found no real defects apert from & patech that needed pointing under the pantry window,
on my way Back to pick up my geer I noticed oposite the WBack door, just on the other side
of the path, am unusual depression In the ground, I inwestigated and found it to Ye the
opening to a rather strange uderground chamber, there were three steps down 1in a type
of  doorway, I went down and looked in,. the wall all round was stone and what looked like
two shelves, one abowe the other mede up of stone slabs,, the room was camp and deed leave

A

so made of stone, the place

s

and twigs littered the eerth Floory, the gieling or rvof wes a
¥ad been well Built and wes there for & specifie purpose, I wondered what. T noticed old
wheel ruts thet seemed to go towards the garden gate, I followed them and they led to the
roadway, I retraced my steps thinking about how it would be a few yeers ago,. tﬁen@f&un
sHome on the bYack dbor,, I thought of waem: sunny days and then it struck me ,, It must
Have been an ige storage chamber,, there was no dooxso I guessed that no food would
Ye storedin tlere, that must be it them, I galled Josh: and took him ta see 1It,; He was swey
surprised and went for Irene, slle was delighted to see it and said that it was what
T thought it was, she sai & that it could Be left for the time ¥Yeing,, when her psrents
geme, they would decide avout it them. T did the bit of pointing, tidied up a bit thermr
geve Pob a 1ift, Normen ceme in and borrowed some steps, He told us that He needed
a bit more wood for ome of the floors inan upstairs room, there were three floor hoards
missing just why, he did'nt know, I wen®t with bhim to see Tor myself and sure enoughl, they
were missing. JosH shouted up, are you lookin
zre they, he ceme up and said , T had to teke them up so that T could put mew pipes im,
iff you look, you'lll see the pipes leading through, there' & bath Yo go in Yere,, and 1f I
a@zn manage it a lavatory as well, they're coming next week: along with some wore pipes
end stuff, thats what Irene said,so thei's what she gets , wellehe is paying, now we'll
get new wood for there, then we know it will te cafer ,, the
znything,, and Pete, there'll e a bit rore brickying to do when I've knocked a hole or fve
in the wall for the pipes, but that can wait 1ill the bath and petty have Teen put in.
1’111 get some new wood on Momday,, they'1l be shut now so. Monday, Normaum,, and faybe all

week, we'll see, and while I'm at it%,, -1y paf,propper rate, Irene said so,and with themn,.

money's no objectbut, let's see what you'we dome so far.. The three of us ’wenf round’
Normen socm: showed us: that he was no golifrim,, he knew His job alright: and’ proved it,, His
work was fiinished properly and’ what impressed me was How tidy he was, I said, Normem,,
whem Josh' hes: finished this jot,. I might' Be able to f£ind you perminent work, If you come
and see me,. anyhow,, think it ower willl you ,, Normam said yes: Peter;, I most eertainly will.
Time was getting on and Bob suggested we e2ll it a day, a lot had bBeem done and Ireme
was quite happy with what! had Been: acHiewed so: far, we arranged to go againthe next day
and Irene said that Iwy would be ecoming and making the dinner, Sarah would be Helping
ker as well ,. Irene hkad to go: to the hospitall for half a day, she would come omr laters.
We went home and’ Sarah wanted & _goad:washzﬁirst, so I went to: Josh's House for a whiTe,,
JasH asked me about some works if He needed it Iater, I told Him, that if enything ceme up; I

would let him know and He could make his mind' up‘ﬁﬁenb be knmew that I would always see
hlm}alrlght-ana he need'uf'worryh
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I returned to our housein thoughtful mood;, I had suddenly té¢d¥dded realised that my life
was going: to cliange dramaticaly, physfcafy sy So0cialy,, and thereflore mentaly,, I hoped that: I
could cope with the situatiom,, I was mot afiraid Butt Isincerely Hoped that no one gott Hurt

im the process least off all myself,. I must therefore think: wery carefullly about every

proposition amd® situatiom that I was confronted with im the futurf . So far immy life,,

I had been wery fortumate, I was: idideed! & Iueky mam, I must try and justify the faith,
‘reliance, and’ good willl towards: me,, I resolved’ to) prowe I was: worBliyof it 21l and® thHat I

would mot shiTk my responsiBilitiess.. I knoeked” om the door,, ( T had giwan Saral my Key)
Dad opened. it witha greeting,, my mother was laying the table, she Tooked up,Incticed

.a smile on her lips - as sMe greeted me, Peter she said, wash your hands,. we'll Have our
teas tefdore you have.a wash and change, the water's mot® quite Hot enough for you yet,

alright Mum I said,., Saral ezme out of the back kitclen looking well scrubbed and shiny
just like a new doll; T said Hello lowe , you see How cleam you can Jook if you -use

2 Yit of‘caibol&@” cheeky sche -said,, anyway, I'we got you a scraper out for your skin,,

By the looks of you you'll need it. I said, -Saral my lowe,, whem I'm through,. you'lT think,
who's that Handsome young chap,, you: won't know me,. Mum broke tle bBanter up with saying
come on everyBoiy let's Hawe our tez hefore it gets eold. Mum Hed made a Hot pot again

slie had made thHe crust separate ly , I newer onee Heard Saralr say that sHe did'mt like this
or that ,. now to me,, that im a women is unusual to say the least But not my Saral,, I was:
thankful for that. After tea Saral went lome to chiznged,. I Had a good bath in the bBackyard
shed then I got changed, I was: putting my tie on when Elsie Spencer came inm, she inwited
Saral and I to 2 dinner dance at" the masonie temple, it seemed that Her Dad had two tickets
for this particular ladies nightand Had forgotten:all about ‘them umtill He had looked in.
hig-diary,, J mentioned tHat we were going to tle wicarage amd she said,, that's allright,
it does'nt start untill sewen thirty and she would piek us up and drop us off‘afférwérds
wellT said I Hawe'nt got a black bow tie,, ol sle said dad las plenty; ke'lIl let you YFawe
ane,, and Elsie T said’ I must tell Saralt thenm she canm put the right kind of dress on..

- .
wag 1 2ch

Elsie said that she would pop round aad T@ll Her and not to worry. As < teaving,. B

1
a

and Ivy came in and I explained what bad'bappene$ to them it was a Godsend, thiey were glad
Because they had arranged to go with Jash and’ Irene to see a play in town But could only
get four seats, they were all bBooked up and they were going to meett us later in'a pul im
town Before goinmg on somewhere for a hite to eat. Now, I thought, Tucky again, I wonder
why,all well accept it while you ezm But dontforgetto thank: God for it, that -does'nt eowt
anything .. Blsie dropped Sarall off at cur house again, she was wery excited and sgaid
that she would get changed after going to the vicarage, she did'nt feel right going o
see a viear in an evening gown so ghe trought it best not ﬁoiﬁesidési we would Hawe nlent:
off time afiter,. I said allright then I@tsget going. Bob and I were a little apprehensive
s the reverand gentleman ushered us into His study,, we explained why we had come to see
him, he in turn told us what we had to do and know, then he said that we must see him agaim
“the f51lowing week on the Friday night when the proper arrangememts could Be finalised..
ThHe reweramd” P Sheldom was. im his early forties a courtious manand inclined $o We a hiw

fussy , he neverthelessmade us feel ct_homeand said that he would Ye only téo Hanpy to

c.onW THE C,el?e”f:w/

T
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We left the vicarage and said cheerio to Iwy and Bob: then wended our way to the chip shog
whenwe arrived, the televhome was ringing, Sarah answered it, it was. Mister Spencer, he
apologized about the short notice and asked us: if everything was alright, Saral said
yes' thankyou and we would see him later, he said that he had a bow tie for Peter and' He
(Peter) was not to worry, his dress was perfectly good enough: to hawe drinks: spilled' on it.
When he rang off Saral saidi, well Peter my love, it looks: likeyou'lll Hawe to buy an
evening dress Does'nt it darling,. I saidT suppose: your right Saral, I'll see what happens;
Sarah went upstairs. éndichange&’then she called me up to fasten her dress att the back, I
did it qulckly then kissed Her and went down stairs againso that there would Ye nothing
to Be sorry for later. Sarah knew what: I was: doing and sald’so then she KkKissed me amd said
its a good thing you did' that Peter,, I thHink T would hawe allowed® you, promise or mo» promIse
StilY,, its not for long now darling,. I replied that it was a good' thing that it was'nt .
Elsie was on: time, Misber Spenaeriwas waifihgfonlthe doorstep for us. , I notieedi that
he had electriec lighting and it seemed 2 laxthrfgﬁﬁér than the gas: light,. He greeted us
with a smile then TEESEELELHE looked at Saral and said) so your Sarah,, my daughten's
talked a lot about Saral Kinkg ,. I must say miss King your positiwely Beau tiful,, ‘and’ that
-dress, it suits you , now Peter, you want a bow tie welll come im to my study and we'll fix j
youup, the boss took us through and opened a drawer, he turned to look at my jacket, Hmm,
he said put this dark Wtown onme om ,, that should do it, He Held it to the jacket)that
will be alright Petegnow, hawe you ever tied a Yow tie Sarah, Saraﬁzsai&!na#}sov the:
Boss said let Elsie show you,. she ties mine for me, Elsie said now watch Saral,, with
deft flingers Elsie Had it tied im lless tham a minute there she said Hows that,, Saral said
I'm afraid Elsie I'll hawe to practice to get it right, yow are am expert,, no; Elsie said
it took-me a while Before I got the Hang of ithui you're right , it tekes a Wit of practiee,
the Boss gawe us & glass of sherry each and then we set off, Saral sat: with Elsie at the
front, the journgy did'mt take lomg and ve were entering the mesaniédd masonie ball in
less: than twenty minutes.. WHile the ladies were putting their coats away, the boss took
me to the Ber, he ordered himself a beer and' asked me my pleasure, I assured Him it was
Beer , we waited for the girls to enter the lounge them I went to:ask them If they
wanted @ Pint pot each ,, they laughed and said, no thankyou, they both preferred’ a drop of
lemonadeBecause the nigﬁt was young, Iwas told' ¥y the Boss that I could nmot Buy a drink
et the Bar Becruse I was not a memberbut, that could be putt rightt att & later date. He
paid for the drinks and I took them: aowe® ,. the %oss came with me and’ said that we were
his personal guests: and would Be treated: as: such. &t that moement,, & manm came along and sai
ladies and gentlemen, dinmer is served, mister Spencer said, just follow me: , we entered
a large banqueting hall, I would estimate that there were well ower a hundred people
sitting down to dine , at eaclt ladies placeround’ the tables,, was a ladies fam and a
fancy little book: witha pencil that slipped onto the side, I understand that this was
for wrlxpg‘ln the name of the partener flor a particeular dance, Riest), grace was said hy 2 @
memBer of the cioth then the meal was serwed in. the different courses. After the dinmer

which was sermed’w1th wine,, we had the loyal tbast: them cigars and cigaretts were handed

roung withliquers ifl you wanted, it was a grand affair. When it. was ower, the dancing
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Commenced),, they were the usual rum of the mill dances, walse, quick step, slow fox trot,
military two step, saint Yernard's walse and the gsy gordons, during the interwsl, they
had a raffle, we won nmothing,balloons: and streamers: were all over the place and the Band
played one or two'requests whieh I thought was wery nices.

which was highly professional,

Flsie dropped us:off at aor house as promised in the early hours: so after thanking the Boss

and 81sie for a wonderful ewening,, they drove home and’ we went indoors. Saral kissed me

and said that she 'Eﬁé marwelous time and Hoped that there would be more of them, 4 agreed
with her and said that if things workeéd out right for us , there might well Be . I reminded
gSarah about the jol to do later that morning and said that I would piek Her up at nine,,
I kissed her , said see you'and as she was going=upstairs,,1 slipped out and away to
my bed at Josh's. I woke at about twenry past eight: that morning,, I went home to find Mun
up and about , stirring the fire, I greeted her and t0ld her of the time we had, then T
took the ashea out for her, I had 2 pint of tea and asked Mum %o get me my clothes: from
my room,. she said there was no need to because Saral was awake and getting dressed, &
minute or two later, Sarah came down, yawned, smiled: at me then wished Mum and ‘I good morn!
ihg. Neither Sarah or I wanted breakfsat, Saralt had a drink then we were on our way to
Larkhill road.. Irene met us at the door and said that she had just brewed ,, Josh came
through and told me he wanted a 1ift withen awkward cisterm he was trying to manipulate
into the top of a cupboard'upstairs, after we had had some tea, we bothclimbed the stairs,
Josh was all excited, the cistern was an excuse to get me on my ownm so that he gould tell
me that he and Irene had slept together in the house overnight and was pleas€d at the result
I told Josh never to diwulge any thing that went on between them, it was personal between
them and Irene must not know that I lenew,, Jash looked erestfallen, I Told Him that
although we were inseparable mates,. thats one thing that we must not talk about , that
was = secret between him and her and' thats how it must remain, Right gaid JosH, I' m
sorry, I guess I did'nt thinks,, I.asidi.th&té alright Josh,, tut Mums: the word,, He answered
that he would be more discreet in the future so we let- it drop 2t that. We were securing
tHe aistern whem Irene popped in,, she asked How we were doing I answered that' it was nearly
fiixed anid’ then Irene said,, what have you two: heen: talkinmg about; I told Her, Ok jist men's
tzlk Ireme why,,she said nothing really omly I want to: tell' you that when my parents get
Bmaks,. Josh and I want to tell them thatt we wanti to get married), I don't suppose that there!
will Ye any problem, jts just that Josh wanted you to te the first to know, them we can tell
the otHers,, I sxid’ ,. Irene, thats wery nice of youw,, this year will be known as: the year
of the weddingsanyway , good luck to you bYoth, Irene thanked me then said,, ok and’ by the
way Peter,, iff we cam. 'get this. plaee ready imtime, we'll Hawe a nice Big House warming
and® you'r all invdted,,ﬁéxt week, I'm getting some of the faziadsazebh furniture outh
off storage,, thats iff the electricians get the lighting flixed), they should he Here nmext
vweek, that means Bulh will hawe more to db'ﬁnt we'lll see what kind of a mess they make
first. Josh said that when the Hath is put in with hot and cnld‘watér;l would' hawe too
patad- up as well so we were going to He wery Busy indeed,, I said that as: long as it
did'nt interfere with our wedding plans: iit* was alrighth. We went down the stairs and' I

#?ld JoshH not to forget the woad for the flloor Wwards: am the other hand ,, wait umtill the
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Lighting has been put in ,that way you won't need to make two journeys for wood,. I'I1T
remember said Josh,, I'mjust going to measuwe up the windows for the Blinds,, T did'mt" know
there were so> many different things to think ofl,, it makes my head sping;Itold Josh not to
pamic there would be plenty of time for ewerything prowided it was planned properly,, Josh
then asked me if I aould help him plan then,, I told him yes,, prowided that he got Irene to
help as well,, after all it wagfﬁhing” we were helping outand she might want a flew changes
off aourse you're right Pete he said,. I eam't think straight today. I whispered to him,, im th:
that case Josh ,, you want to lay off for a %it, He laughed and said,, I'd Ye a dam sight
worse I think pete. I said I was going to help Bok a bit, he was putting tiles om the wall
in the kitchem ,, Bol was doing alright,, the fire was Burning well,. the owven was om,, some-
thing smelled good and a couple of pans were boiling away merrily,, Bol said,, now then Pete,,
come to see whats cooking,, I answered no, I' we come to give you a 1lift if you want one.
Well Pete he said, the lassies are im there,, pointing to the next room I guessed would He
the dinning room, Bal: continued,. I'we finished it and they're discussing where what' goBg
Did yau know that Irene's getting a chandelier and where I'we hHad to leawe bare walll,
Y¥ig mirrors, and some sort of bells for ringi ng for a maid or cook or something like
"~ that ,, they must have a Hit of brass you know Pete,. I said ,well as: long as we do a good
jot, that's all that matters,, I suppose when its really furnished,, we wont reeognise
the place, I checked the pans on the stowe,, they were nearly boiled dry so I shouted
for Iwy, she eame running in ,, Yes Peter she said I pointed to the pans, shHe looked ,. Ok
I see shesaid a drop more water in, that should fix it,, she tookia jug and put a drop
of water in each pam then she opened the owem door and I said ,, my Iwy lowe,. that smells
great ,, beef I said, yes ,. and a big piece too,, she began basteing it and them, pushed

it Back im the owen and checked the yorkshire pudding, yes that was alright,after
closing the owen door she said, ten minutes at the most then dinmer. Saral poked her

head round the door Peter she said,I'vwebeen weighing things up ,, I
wonder how much it would cost us to tuy a mew house sJ supposeyou'we Been thinking on
the same lines eh darling, I mean,, what with all the cleaning and repairs and decorating
and paintingthat needs to be done in one thats been well liwed in,, oh yuu know what I meen

Sarahl said,, lets just ealm down a Wit shall we and I'll' tell you what I péf@ifsgz propose
later, just now, I'm up to here,, I raised my hand abowe my head,, now, we'll hawe some

dinner, then tonight when we go home,, we'll talk about things them Oh and Sarah lowe,gI
we nt to see uncle Tedabout that furniture thats coming ,, He has anm empty place for us
to,use as long as we want,, its snuff dry and clean,, I'm taking it there and I'lT see
him right,, these storage firms in town cost a lot and the stuffs not always safe so I
thought it best,. is that alright with you petal,, thats fine darling, I spoke toEIsie
atout picking mother up &nd she said that she would be delighted,, E¥sie's only met mother
twiee you know and she seemed to like her then, so thats fixed up,. oh and she said that
she would lowve to Be a bridesmaid so that lets Irene te Iwy's ,, its working out up
to nowyom see, I'll be busy at the shop when you go for mother so coming back, will you
let mother sit in front with Elsie then she can talk with her on the way back. I told

her th@t mother would please herself where she sat and I was'nt going to: interfe
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Bob had brought & trestle table specialy for paperhanging, it came in very handy for
dining on,, the meal was exelent, Iwy was a wery good cook and Saral reminded’ Her about
staying on with her for a couple more weeks,, Iwy was extremelyhappy because eweryone
enjoyed the meal and left nothing,, Irene said that when dad got back to England, he would
have a few big Bills to pay out but tor him,, it would be well worth it,mmslgid that
although she did'nt want us to think that she was boasting,, her Dad had put up half the
money for the hospital, that was said only to prowe that her Dad did havea lot of money,
We told Irene she did'nt need to prowe anything to us,, and that as Jash's girl friend,,
she was one of us and no different than any of us, well off,or as poor as a church—
mouse, it made no difference,, Josh said,, Irene lowe,, I told you,, now do you beliewe me,
Irene looked at us and said ,, I feel wery, wery Honoured hf%xne of you, do you know, I'we
always beem sort of on my owmjthat is,untilr I met with you people,. its so mice and
comforting to know I hawe some reall friends a2t long last,, thankyou everybody. I said
I know I speak for ewery one here Irene whenl say, we are all glad to hHawe you as ome of us:
Now, we are all faithful to each other' and no matter what,. we always stand by eachother

so, thats all we asktut I can seethat you are faithful and you will stand By your friends

Right, I said, now who's doing what,, Josh,, you and Irene are running5this show,, anmd’ I .
for one amready to get craecking,, the sooner we start the soomer we finish,. where do you
want me to start, Joshk said, well Pete,, does Bol need you, Bol: said no,, mot at the moement
well how about giving me a 1ift with a bit of plumbing,, I'm going to: put a new lavatory
end wash bBagin in the bathroom I have made , there's pleny of room and it's easier to
connect the pipes, there's a bit of labouring to do and I dare say you'll just about
manage it, but if it gets too much for you,. then, he got no further ,. I threw a wet
cloth at him,. he laughed and said ,come on, lets get th e jo® done Pete,. znd off we
went. The girls washed up and did a2 bit of cleaning,. T told them they could pack in;
they had done wvery well and deserved a restso,, they made a brew and each to Her CWIT,,
I got a eup from Sarahl, Bol got ome from Iwy and Irene took one to Josk,. we sat down for
2 few minutes chatted about nothing in particular then went back to work. Josh was
proud of the work ke had done , the lat was tested and prowed to be sound,. thenm He turned
to me and said, dor you want any plumbers at your works,. I eould do with some regular work-
whem this jol's finished, I asked Him if He meant if He said, well,, yes but only om condz
tract, ,. I told him that I would talk to him about 2 jo¥W during the week, after I had
had time to think:albout it, he thanked me and I told him that if le were shor} of cash,,
he knew he had only to ask}and he replied that we might talk about that some other time.
We Yoth went to see if BolW was z2lright, He had four more tiles to put on, then some
grouting to do,, we said that we would do that, he saidmo, he wanted to complete the Joth
himself then stand bBack and admire” it, I must admit the patterm was spot om and the
corners fitted perfeatly, I said to him, Bhﬁ3'when you get your owm House , you'we nom excuse
for not hHawing a perfectly tiled kitchen and bBathroom, he said, if I can afford it Pete,.

I will, dont you worry, the only thing is getting a house decent enough to fit ome

We wai i oy -
ited till Bo® had finished then I helped to clean up ther y . .
! € called it a day..
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Sarah and I strolled Lome arm in arm, tea was om the table when we walked in,. Dad asked
Sarah about oiling and cleaning the grandfather e¢lock, I really don't know Dad she said,
well I'11 hawe to ask old Bobby Preston about it then, He 's retired now but if I ask Him
to have 2 look at it,. He'll come &nd show me what's what,, Mum said she did'nt want it
messing up, she loved to polish it , there was something about that clock that gave Her
a comfortsble feeling as though every time it chimed , it was telling her that all
was well. Dad did'nt say much but we eould tell that He was. proud of it,, He touched it
every time He came through the front door,. I just looked at it in admiration,. ﬁt was
such aa exquisite artiele, I thought that if I touched it,, something might go. wrong,, I
Don't know whybut when I stood and looked at it I felt a sense of’inelienablit% a
kind of, you can look, but not toucH,, perhaepsit was becsuse I was not used to grsndeour
of that naturgwel%,not in our house. Mum said let's Hawe our tea shall we,. and before I
forgetPeter, I beliewe yomlhave & lowely watech from Saral,, cam I see it, Dad tells me
it's gold,. I'd lowe to see it when I come to the chippy again,, Sarah said yes Mum,. T
want you to see it so if you want, we cam g0 after tea ,. I Have to go in any csse I'we v
got a tit of Yook keeping to do: before mother gets bBaack,, that won't take me long though
Mum: said well yomutwo go on first after tea,. me and Dad'll come & bit later. Dadsaid that
if Sarah end I washed up, Mum could stiart getting ready then we could all go together,
Sarah said that she would wipe and put them &away, that meant I did the washingso T took
some hot water into the back kitchen and got cracking,, Dad put some slack on the fire and
shut the damper,. are you two coming withus tonight after,, we're going for a pint in my
local3vtheféehawing a Bit of a sing song and I want to get =& degent seat ,. Sarah said
that we would certainly like togo: ,, we 've never Feen: out with you and Mum yet so thst would
k10v&e1y . We finished the pots, and, Saren had a wah &nd got changed, I had to use cold water
for & wash ,. that did'nt bother me but waiting to get changed was something I found diffie-
ult to get used to. Sarah was'nt long so I soon got ready,, I put a polo neck pullover on.
s we went out through the front door, Dad toughed the clock,. as if in answere,, it chimed
the guarter hour ,. he smiled to himself and said Hm. A few minutes walk and we were at the
aghip shop,, Saral opened the door and we trooped in,, the liwing room was cold but we where'é
stopping long, Sarah went straight to the drawerwhere the watch was kept,. she brought it
out and put it in Mum's hand, Oh Sarzh she said, its so beautiful I could cry,. isnt it
lovely,I've never seen &nything like it even in the shops, it must have cost a fortune,
Sarah said,I was never one for Hiding Yeautiful things,, I think they should te shared with

Been
the right people of course, Mum said ,. Sarah you're a real® darling,. thris must hawe so

preagious to you, it shows just bowu mueh you must lowe my son, I willi be proud to hzve
you as my deughter ,, youare such & niee person,, bless you Sarah, Dad said ecenl have
enother look 2%t it ,, I could sit here and let the world go by Just aamiring ity as I se
said before, Peter is a very lucky mem, I said to Dad, now Dad, yowm look efter the
grandfiather clock Dad,andI'll look afiter this one with Sarah's permission , now Peter
my love,, 28 long as you wear it on our wedding day,. thats all I ask,, howewer, I must.

get those books done. Sarah went upstairs and we cecould hear her mowing arround then

q uiet,. I shouted are you alright Sa - . : ; :
ates, & Sarah, she answered yes darling, just & few more min—
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Sarah came down stairs,, the watch was put awayand we all went to Dad's local,, beeause we
we:re early, we picked which seats we .wanted and. sat down, Dad went to the bar and
ordered two pints of home brewed then turned round and said Sarah, what. are you hawving,,
she replied, the same as Mum,, that mdamt, two. bottles of stout and two glasses, Robin,,
the landlord saig,, the two stouts were on the house, he was pleased to see two nice
looking ladies inhis establishment,, they added  a touch of elass to the place,, re hoped we
had a nice ewening then he went to serve another couple who had just walked in.. Ronnie
Wolwin was on the piana,, he played by ear and wamped & lot hut the tunes were popular
andleverybody sang their hearts out,it was & goad night,, of course Dad was: proud to-
introduce myself and his future daughter in law to) a1l his pals and the drinks flowed
right left and cenire, Dad was. grafty, he said to;ibbin;that he would get one or two
tomorrow night,, ﬁbbinaknew the score and marked. thenm down,, at. the end of the ewening,,
Mum and Sarah said that they had enjoyed themselwes and would. come againm with Dad:and»;,
perhaps Sarah's mother would like to come with us. y; we would hawe to ask her when she
got back to Awenham.. During supper,, I asked Sarah ahout building a house prowided we
had the resources, 1 receckoned that I could. just about manage without‘skimpingfhug we
would havwe to be careful: with the money uecause I did'ni want a loan: hanging roungd my neei,,
Dad said that he would help ou@ but I said,, no: thankyou Dad, Your money was too hard earned:
and might be needed in later years and whatls more,, but for him, I would'nt have as muteh.
as I had right nowyso, I told him he hHad done more than his share for me as it' was,, Dad
insisted so I said,, well Dad, Mum,, How about buyimg us a little motor ear instead), or
part of  it, we could go on outings together then and see the oountry,. Son he szidy, that's
not a Yad idea, we'll giwe it some thought znd let you kmow im a few days , how does that
sound,, OH Dad I said, that would Be just fantastie,, what do Fou think: Saral,, Sarak said
Peter,, I think that we ean manage the House as:you rightly say and How Dad’ and” Mum. spend’
their money is up to:them}I eertainly Tike the Idea about the car though and® if Mum
and® Dad approwve, then so be it but as you s&id before, we will manage prowvided we
don't go too faest and make sure that we take 2 good look round before buying a House,
Serah darling I said, I personaly want +o tuild my own: Hpuse and I hawe in mind to employ
Josh and Bol, you have seen what they cam do, now, what do you think, that's a 1ittTe
different lowe she said,, now that's being smart, eourse you'rl want a real good joimer as
we 11 wont you ,, I said that I was thinking of ding dong}ymﬁ know, the ome we had at
Ireneg” 1 think bhe'd e alright,, Sarah said that she thought that he did = goad'jdh,
Dad’ said that he never knew Kow muchI kad,, but he always thought I hHad a fair Bit Beceuse
I did'nt Yuy silIy things and 2lthough I was'nt stingy, I never spenta bBoh where sixpence
would do.. I said ,, no Dad,. thanks to. yocu and Mum,. I'we been able to hawe a 1ittle nest
egg stashed away knowing that one day it would comein usefull, ol and Josh and Bok are e
not muech less either , they went to the btank with me and always put something in so they
are not too Badly off anyway, I must admit’that's their Business. Sarak saig Peter,I
was going to tell you that on our wedding day, my mother has a rather large amount of
legacy that has been held in trust for me from my father, the interest alone is enough

to Buy a house and more, im the light of what i'we heard tonight I thought it only right



87
That you should know. I might add,, that mother asked me not to diwulge this information

Just yet, so I would glad if you would kindly keep this informetion untill. mother says

ité alright, you see , mother was pretty well off Before she married my father and he

had a lot of money himself anyway , when I was born, he put most of it in my name, you
see by then, he knew he had'nt long to live, he caught some sort of disease abroad
working for the government, his father, left him lend and plantations in €ylon, I
think it was tea, well he sold those &nd put the money in trust for me,. in the ewent
of my getting married, I was to receive the full amount with interest, well now you know.
Peter darling, are we still getting married or have I frightened yow off somewhat, I

cwallowed hard and said, Sarah lowe, if you want me I am yours, well Peter she said,you

must still call the tune you know,. and my lawyer will see to it that we don't go off the
rails, he was Daddy's best friend and he does'nt need the money, he's my godparent so

he must Ye inwited to the wedding. Sarah, for a younglady you have some cecrets,, tell

me I said, how come you picked me, zlthough I'm flattered and so much in lowe with you, I
would'nt care if you had only the clothes you stood up in, I would marry you just the same,
Peter, the chip shop is Jjust to show that we can, my mother and I'work,and meke a

business pay, we did'nt want to be doing nothing all of our lives so we arranged all this

¥ith my lawyer and instructed him not to contact us 2t all for two years, in three weeks
Feter my love, that time is up, ané mother and T intend giving him a shoek,. you see,.

he did'nt think we would survive so long but we've shown that we can, and w111 and” we

will not bBe dictated to: by anyanme,, not any more,, well thats hHow it used to be and we
decided together that we can manage without anybody,, that Peter ,is one reason why I
wanted you, but only on your terns s0 that the less you knew about us the betterand
mother is like & new womam now, she absolutely adores you and knows that I lowe you for
what you are, Now, Have I Been wicked Peter ,dos you think or wkat do you think my lovwe,,

I answered her with a kiss and said thet I was glad I did'nt know bBeczuse I mi ghit have
been frightened off But let's forget all that for now shall we and consentrate on the
wedding, not one word must be =2id ever to & 1w of wy friends asbout it , that is the
only thing I would ask ,, Sarahl kissed me ~gein and said, I wont if you wont, lets werry
on like we are for now , I like it so mucH 2nd she turned to Mum and Dad and said,, when

we gel merried,, you can: take ower the chip shop if you want toy. no ome willhe any the
wiser and then Peter and I camr pop inm for fish and chips on the house,, does that suit
you, Mum Dad, Dad said , Saral,. Saral I knmew there was something speeial about you,. I
@uld'nt put my finger om it for a while, But I Htappemn to> hawe some old newspapers
upstairs and your father's death was reported in the times,, I hawe said nothlng I
wanted you to tell us. about it in your own time,, Is'nt that right mother,. Mum just nodded
well Dad sazid, yom play it the way you want Saralh my dear and we'll go along with i+
Jou are a genuine good lass and I want nothing better than for Peter to marry you but
for love you understand Sarah'and I know that is what you want, now them,. how soon
can we move in, we all laughed at that and Mum said, I'd better get some rractice in

then, but do you think that Ivy would come in perminent like » Saral said yes Mum, she'ad

fumpe h N . ~
Jumpzt ke chance but can I esk you to pay her a bit ower the odds you'll find her woril
€Very penny. ' tOUET worth
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Ded¢ hed been smoking, he leaned foward to the fire,took his pire from his mouth end tapped

it on the side of the grate then put it back in his mouth and blew down the stemfphen he

put the pipe on the cornie® and sat bzck. He looked at my mother and said , well Mother,

we've come & long way since we wed,, do you remember , the only thing we could give

Peter to keep himguiet at night =t==dsdel was a sugar butty, thats all we Had then, it was

& wery rough time and TI've beenm meny & time without a crust, we knew what poverty wes in
them days, Mum said yes Dad, I remember trailing to the nightwatchmads little hut to stend
by the ©brezier for a while to get werm when it was in flood street and they were laying
gzs pipes, oh yes Dad I remember slright, will I ewer forgettoh well thets gone now,
thesk Gog end here we are today , do you know, I thank God ewery night for his blessingg
T'm not religious or proud but I am grateful and elweays will be.Saral said,, I think
it's time I went to bed, I must be up esrly tomorrow,, the fish man you knéw,, only the
test for my customersand thats how I make it pay,, people will A¥ways patronise a good
shop. I kissed Sarah and she said goodnight to all of us, I %ade my perents the same

tnd went to my bed at Josh's.I woke up end the first thing on ny mind waa thet T must look

for a siteto build a house on, that led to 211 sorts of problems like acoess, drainage,
the water supply gas pipes end electricityand of course the lznd must be right, not Poggy
or toosandy, & @all from Josh stirred me from my rewerie, yes Josh I said, what is it,
he came into the room znd asked me about seeing our building surweyor to go znd check the hst
house in larkhill road for him so that He could Ye certain that ewverything was correct,

T said that T would ask him to c¢sll round as soon as it was convenient' and let Josh know,

he was happy with that end went down to lis treakfsst, I went for mine. It was waiting

on the oven top when I got in, Sarah had cooked it and goneto the shop, she had left a note
esking meto call round tonight after work, (as if I would'nt} I ate my breskfast, washed up
what few pots there were and shouted a2t the bottom of the stairs, Mum, Dad, I'm off, see
yeu: tonight ta rah then , ta rzh cezme the faint reply from the closed bedroom door. The

ard wes full of activity when I errived, one or two men were stacking bags of cement under
b

]
ing for me , he

3
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one of the 2rchesend covering 1t withe heavy

terpeulin, Joe Rimmer was .w

€

wes the jovial type and we got on well together. I knew how to hold the starting handle
but Joe showed me what to do first and more important,whyu I spent’ most of the day with him,
By four o clock, I had the heng of it so Joe asked me to teke Him bBack to the garage, 1
was nerwous &t fiirst but as I went along, I felt my confidenceincreasingj; By the time I
reached the geresge I felt exhilsrsted, Joe wzrned me about going too fast, reminding me that
the slower you went within reszson, the more time you hezve to awoid an accident, then he mede
m€ go through the whole rigmarole twice more to be sure I knew exactly what I wes doing..
he said that from now on, only practise made a good driver, any problems,, stop, think ,.
tryland then if there was a Wreakdown, ring him up and he would eome out end” fiix it,. ke
gave me his telephone number and I wrote it' down in my book which I now alweys carried wst
with me,I thenked Joe and said that I Hed bYetter £ill up with gasolime and teke a eon
with me in case I ran out, good thinking Peter he saidi. whenI was ready, I signed’ for the f

fuel and waving to Joe I drove Back to the yard and put the wagon away ina corner,I went

home after that , feeling contented, another hurdle ower. Tea was & bit letle, so I washed,



71
A

I Did'nt meed to change so I set the table ot for Mum,, she made me a poF of tea and

said she had Beenin: townshopping , Sarah had been with her and they had been looking at se
some lovely rings that were inNewmans window I szid Newmans Mum, thats the Besi roundithese
parts;, 3 bet the prices were the test as well,, Mum said that the prices were a Hit steep
But she knew which one Saral fanecied, it was a beautifulring ,, acluster of dizmonds and

it had a saphire in the middle there were others btut she said she liked that one Best,,

how mueh Mum. asked, well Peter it ah ,. Mum, Isaid,, How mucl, she said alot Peter,. 2 lot

and what do you call a lot Mum I said fiwe pounds, ten, iwenty,. forty, well,, Mum

said, Peter,it costs: eighty sewem pounds ,, I told Sarah that it was a lot of money now,,

you know, its up to you. Ohb Mum I said, nothing's too good for Sarall, don't worry Mum lowve

I1'11 pawn my suitlbut seriously Mum,, I realy ¢an manage it so tomorrow morning ,please
go and get it for me will you, I’11 put the money in your bedroom after tea, Save teaz for
me please, I'll just catch the bank before they shut. I nipped out auickly I managed to
get to the bank just before they closed and drew one hundred pounds out. when I got Home,

Dad wasim end Mum had zlready told him about the ring,, he said that I khad done the right

thingand he let it go at that, I put the right amount on Mum's dressing teble and then
went down and had my tee. There was & knock on the door just as I was getting up from the
teble}Dad saidy'll get it son and he went to the door,, there wes a big ven outsicde ,
two shire horses were hernest to it , they had brought the furniture, where was it 1o e
off loaded, Dad cemeto me end caid, 3on, is this that furniture to go to Ted's,. T said
yes Dad T thought it was coming tomorrow,, well its here now so I'l1l send them on 2nd we
can followon, T said right Dad, I'll torrow Josh's bByke, you'll be using your own, s0
I'1ll nip up to Josh's now. Off I went, no, Josh said tkat Me was using His, I'd Better
get Bob's so off I trundled to Bob's house, Bob was Hawing his tea, right Peite he =aid
its out the back, take it, I'11l see you later, thanks I sald 2nd sfter wfking sure the 11
lights worked, I set off back. Dad was waiting so we started off, ebout hel?f way there,.
we heard this tinkle tinkle behind us , we stopped, it was Josh, I told you T was using
my byke Pete he said, and I knew this stuff was coming so I thought I would giwe you a
hand, you know wvery well you can't manage without me, I said thankg Josh, I might hswe
knowrn, just don'tget in the way,, now Pete he said, T did'nt want any thanks till I've
seen that the job‘qgfdone,.come on uncle Fim stop lagging behind, Dad said, Joshuz my
boy,any more of that and I'll smack your backside, it won't Be the first timewill it.
We pedaled on and got there just as the horses were drewing in uncle Ted's place,, rght
said, I'lT just get uncle Ted, then we can get the jol done, Uncle Ted Hed Heard the
wvan draw into his place and came out to see what it was, He spotted us and showed us
where to put the load, it did'nt take long with the three of us and the driveq 8o when
it was all in and checked off,, and found to be correct,I gawe the driwer ten shillings
and told him to go back and 1look after his Horses, and no trotting them back to the station,
uncle Ted invited us in and said that he was glad that we had decided to have 2 dsuble
wedding, aunt Beth came in then and asked Dadabout Mum andcaid that she would visit
before the wedding, after a nice cup of tea and 2 piece of Ler ﬁii%@;? we mounted our hykec
and aycled hHome. -
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As we neared our house, I asked Josh to come with us, I wanted to telk to him ebout ny

buying some land to build a house on, I rememberedkim saying one time that His Dad” worked
~with a tackler who had a bit of land thet was for sale at the right price,, our frontt door 1
was open when we arriwed, Dad jumped off his hyke and walkedin, I was close Behind lim,,
01d BobBYy Pregon was tzlking toMum,. I'11 hve to fetch some misses. Nelson ,, Dad s&lé@;
nah them Bobliy,. why'we you left our front door open,, I'm sorry Timmy, you know me o 1
ffrget these things Bolby said, a¥ cum t see that cloek,, wots up wi it then ely, Tooks
gredely t me, tha know§ thet theer cloak's best aw ever sin,, nal, wots t want me fur,
Dad said, I want to know the proper way to clean oné oil it , At that stage of the convers:
tion,. I went g&£ to Josh and we went off to Bob's,. on the way, I hroached the subject
of land ecquisition, he sa2id that" he would mention it to his Dad tonight and he'd let ac
me know some time tomorrow. We got to Bol's, ke was: getting ready to go to the chHippy
I mentioned my plans: to him, both of them were unthusiastie and said that it would be a

great challenge and at the same time 2 good adwert for them both, I said well,. first things

first, and' not to forget church om Sunday morning,, for three Sundays: then the iig day and)
that reminds me,, we nmeed another hest many who would you suggest,, JosH though Tony,.
DorazButler's hubly,, Bobsaid,, why not: ,, be's: liike one of us and He does  liwe round here,,
I said that I would first ask. Saral: if she had anybBody in mind, iﬂ“not,.thentTa§x§fﬁ:was
that settled that questiom, now, where shall we hold the receptiom and don't foget,, there'TT
Ye a2 lot of folk to inwite so it hed Better He & big pleke,. ol;, and, Bow,. Don'T worry about
the cost, thet's #glready taken care ofnow I suggest the Masomic Hall, that might do it,
will -that suit you Bob,. Bob cleared his throat then said, if its ell the szme to you Pete,
I don' think that's faiayou paying for all that, I think I should coniribute,. I told
him to Xeep it under his hatbut I was'nt paying,, and eertain people im this towmn,, wanted
something big to celelirate,, now they'we got it,so if you don!t mind Boh,, please take
my word for it,. the person who: approached me wamnts to: keep theiT name out of it but
I' 11 let you thenk them personaly after, will that suit you them Bob, He said that i¢
was very unusuel but if I was in fevour then that was good enough for KHim . I gave
him his hyke back and he put ££¢ away .. I said,, come on,, lets go, the girDls will Be 100&%
out for us, are you coming Josh, Jash declined saying that he was going to meet Ireme
when she came off shift at the hospital . T thanked Kim for helping me earlier and
he reminded mefhat that was what mates were for. Bob and I szuntered to the chip slop, On
the way,, T reminded him not to mention. any thing to the gizls as yet because things were
not yet settled, there were one or two things to sort out, and itwould take me # day or
twon. There was a q ue at the chip shop so I nipped Home and told Mum,, she Jjumped at the
aghiance to go and help so Dad‘said,that he would go 2long later,, Mum znd I went back to
the chippy, she got cracking right away and Sarali breathed a sigh of relief, Bo®h told
Iwy to héme five minutes she was looking tired,. Sarab took ower wrapping orders up for a
while with Mum and they soon shortened the que, after half an hour, the shop was empty,
there were only three fish left so Sarak put the Bhliad dowm quiekly and asked Mum to lock

the doog,Mum locked it and had to open it againbecause Dad knocked, sHe let him im thHen

‘f. %éa shur it ,, I thought you were busy he said, we were but wery, .. up: now.
"

. e
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Bok had brewd up and Iwy was sat looking upset, Saralt put Her arm round her and said,.
Twy lowe,, let Bot take you Hlome, I know you'we had a Busy day and in future, teke thinmgs a
bit easyer, im fact, you can take a2 aouple of days off, you'we earned It, you'll get paid

just the same only one thing,. on Wednesday ,. come and meet my mo ther,. she knowg about

you and if you feel like it you c&n stay on: as long as you like, T know mother will {

want you to. Iwy said thankyou Sarak, that will be alright, Iﬁlﬂ‘go now then and 7 wont

forget to come on Wednesday to meet yout mother. Bob and Iwy said goodnight and went Lome.

Now, Dad said,. lets have another brew, Mum said well Dad, you meke it,, this shop needs oi&

cleaning and I'm sterting on it right now, Saral, yes Mum Saral said,. you do your takings

Peter will help me, it will only be a few minutes of a jol,, its not bad so: Peter bring

me a bucket of Lot water and put some washing soda in to Help clear the grease. I put hot

water in a2 Bucket fot Mum added a bit of soda and got a clean dislcloth then I went in to

Mum, the place was ship shape in no time at all, Saral finished thHe tilIl and put the

money ready in a bag for the bank in the morning. Bot Had made a good fire and It

was warm in the kitchen, Dad had brewed up and we 2ll sat down and enjoyed 1t,. Mum said

Sarah, I'1l meke some cake or biscuits tomorrow, what time will your mother get liere,,

Sarah said that she would know in & few minutes time, mother should be ringing then, so
we sat and waited, each with our own thoughts,. I was thinking about thursday evening, I

wanted to go and yet,I was reluatant, beczuse of the many commitments I slready Had end "I
knmew that Saral was looking foward té& it,. the telephone bellbrokemy train of thought
Sarah got up, kissed me as she passed me and went to the telephone, Hello mother cderling

she said, Wumspoke quietly fo me znd said, I wonder if I could heve a word , I ancwered
yes why ever not, Sarah would'nt mind I'm sure , but I'd better get Her a cencil and caper

Oh I forgot, she has one by the phone ready, after a few minutes, Sarah eelled me ovwer,
Peter she s2id mother wants to ask you something, Itook the receiwer and seaid yes nother |
Peter here, what is it you wanted to ask me, she asked it any letters Blad arrived 2nd hed
the furniture Yeen put zway safely, I zut my hend ower the speaking tubte &nd 2sked Sarsh

zbout eny letters she shook her kead ,, T released my hand end said, no letters mother, bHut

N

[

ves the furniture was undemeged and quite safe end stbred in @ nice dry cvlace, she seic
that she would see me &t the station tomorrow, I said lang on a moement pleese, my Mum
wants a word, Ibeckoned Mum ovwer sle ceme and took the phone, hello she said,. they had
a bit of a natter then Dad was asked to join in for a minute , Dad was tickled pinkend
enjoyed His little chat with her then he hénded the phone bBack to Saral, a couple more
minutes and she said, bye mother ,see you tomorrow and hungup. Mum said, thet was nice,
to Sarabh she said, your mother wants & meal when she gets back tomorrow so I'we inwited
her to come ower when she's ready tomorrow , I'll get something niece for lher, what does
your mother like Sarah lowe, Saral answerwd OH Mum, @&n you make 2 Hot pot with a erust
on: eand riee pudding afiterwards,. Mum said It'IT bBe 2 pleazsure my lowe ,, but let me remind
you. that it must Be im bBetween. the shop hours or else,, when its elosed at night, it all
depends on the time the train gets im. Saralt said that she expected ler mother to Be in A
Bit earlier than she was, and in any aase,. Elsie Spemeer vas picking me (Peter) up and
Bringing: mother firom the statiom, she would We in By Six at the latest prowided the ﬁréfn
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Arriwed on time, that would mean , mother could get Home ,. sortt herself"out'and thenIrenme
would hold the fort flor an Hour with Josh, in any case , customers only came in ones and tv
twos for about an hour and a halg efter that things could get a bit busy but by them,,
we would have had our teas end be back in the shop, if all goes well Mum,, mother will
will be sitting in your house at a querter past six maybe, before, it all depencs on the ¥
train, better still, I'll ring Her up now and arrange for her 1o get an earlier trzin
then I'11 ring Elsie and she can pick Peter up straight from work I'm sure mister 8pencer
wont bother sbout it. Before anyone could speak, Saralh was on the phone again to her mothet
When she came back, she said that her mother was getiing the eazrliest trazin which left
Bristol at sewen forty in the morning, it got into Avenham at two fifteen so now, she
would ring Elsie and let her know, and Sarah went back to the phone again. She came
back & few minutes later and said that BEfie was out, mister Spencer was out But tre
gook would leave amessage, Ithought thet she had slipped up there and was Jjust going to
say so0 when the phone rang, it was mister Spencer, Saral explained what it was she wanted
my boss asked her to rut me on the phone, Ifelt a little apprehensive as T took the phone
I sa2id, hello boss, Peter here, He said,, Peter, your a hoss in your own right now so
don't ever esk me for time off,. just tzke Kt men, you don't heve to explain to anybody
anything only if T ask you 2né I'm not likely to do thet. Now, in the moraing, I would 1iK
you to come up tc the house about half past nine ,. you and I havesome very important
buginess to dismuss,and after that, you will understand more about whkats Heppening
now T'1l1 say goodnight Peter lad, I'm off to get some sleer and Isuggest you do the szme
right boss I said I'll Ye there and goodnight.he hung up and left me wondering what
it was all about, ah well tcmorrow, I'll find out soonenough. I went back into the kitchg
enéd said, well, thats that, Saral looked at me and said whats what darling,. o I said, He
t0ld me to tazke time off whenever 1 liked,. he said that I was 2 boss as well ané not to
have t&® tell him when f wanted off , just to take it, I'we to see him tomorrow at nine
thirty and #fhat I must get home end get some sleepand, I must say, I am ready, iys getting
late so if your all readx lets go. Dad said yes,I'mready come on Mum) arall said yes, me
too. We shut upehe shop &fter checking round and we went home, I saw Sarah off upstzairs
efter she kiss ed me goodnight, I bade my parents the same and went to my bed at Josh's.

The next morning I was at the bosses house fer half past nine, he wished me good morning zn

il
and led me into his study , he waited 2 while saying nothing, there was a knock on the s

+

door, Mildred the house keeper cook came in with the usual tea, morning Peter she said
morning Mildred I said then she withdrew. As we drank the tea,the hoss startled ne by

saying,. Peter, perhaps you did'nt.know’but this business needs a partener

'rj
(o1

ight now and y
your it , I don't beat about the bush Peter, end I have certain informaticn come to hand

that tells me that Imust take on & pertener beczuse this firm is going places, I Heve
Just signed a wery large contract all legal and binding and it calls for a partener so

my solicitor has drawn up pepers to that effecty, and le is couing in & few minutes alerg

&

with Elsie and Mildred to witness your signature, are you ready for such ¢ big step

and can you cope, Iknow that you will do your best and you wont let me down.
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Ifister Spencer I said, this is & ©bit overwhelming, I need &a period of ad justment end
thoughtfor this sort of promotion, it isz meteorie rise to say the least and one that I will
be very proud to take on in matters of responsibility end so forih,, but I don'Tknow the firg]
thing a2bout management snd the likes, how am I going to arrange contrezcts ,. dezl with the
surveyors,architects , salemen that come and all that sort of thing, I don't want to make a
complete fool of myself. He smiled and said Feter ladlisten, T will run the company, I
will deal with whatewer needs dealing with,, I will’ teach you the way I operate and I
will versonaly see that you get the best grounding for this type ofbuniness anyone could
possibly have anywhere in the whole of the country, believe me,. when I've finished with
you, with the knowlege you already heve and what I will,teach you, you'll be 2lot betier
gt 1t then I ever will be, youve got it in you m&n so exploit it . T must explain elso
that your salery will be pzid monthly, 2né a loi more than what 2 site forman gets,.
leter, a percentage of the firm's profitsz go into your bank account 5- now then, FElsie
and Mildrad should be in with George Benson my solicitor in a couple of minutes,, there
is nothing underkand orwrong and no hidden secrets, I give you ny solemn word, thet this
is just an zgreement tetween you and I tket you becowe & junior psriener first and l&der
teke the firm over and make it & well known n2me in the building industryandl might add,
no one gén poach you from the firm. Now Peter, thats it in = nutskell, =are you coming
im with me , T said T would meke cne siipulation and thet was itheti T was rut on prehetion
s

vith the firm for one yezr, azfter that , if things did'nt work out, then I could revert

to site Wbbhdu foremen agein and o

erry on Ifrom there, he said thzt he hed no objections
to it bBeing written in the agreement so T s2id in that cese I would sign. WMildred knocked
end entered she announced mister Donson, Elsie followedand the boss t0lf them +o he cested,
bl
fe explained what he wanted them to dothen he z2id vhy 2and went on to itemise the ell
the relevent facts, then he enteres stipulation on the perers snd ssked me i3 read
tha cerefully before I signed them, this I did znd found them satizfactory, T even rezd
? H

d
he smz2ll print and demznded to know wh

ull two minutes si)
thouggb, I signed, then mister Benson , kildred next and thenElsie,. mister Benson clerred
his throat and said, if I may sey so ,. thisis the first time thet T have ever witnessed
such a document giwing someone the chance {®to becomea partener in such =z thriving Business
as yours mister Spencer being signed,. now I think congratulations are in orderand 5. turning
to me he said, young man,. I sincerly Hope that you go from steanghh to strength , you Hawe
your floot planted firmly on the ladder of suecess,, I hope you make it to the top. he
shook me Yy the hand, I thanked Him and he told the boss he would see to it that we each
( the Yoss andI)get a @opy , he put the papers in his briefease and was gone wawing
goodbye from the door.. the Boss thanked Mildred and Elsie for being witnesses and asked
Mildred if we eould hawe some tea. ETsie said y» @nd where do: I fit in tor all this bad;
he said, you dom't really Elsie, your only jolv is to draw the dividends whenr they're due
you: see, when I retire,. I'm going to et Peter here run the firm completely,, He will
also hawe eontrolling intrest s« yOou my girl wilIbenefit by reeceiwing diwidends. from time

to time, I hawe already made sure that you Hawe more than enough to liwe on, ewen if 7T
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Went Bust tomorrow, your money is safe and growing all the time,. I dor't mind telling
you I had a killing on the stockmarket, that has all gone to you my dear,, you are a wery
well off youngwoman now I'm glad to say, if you had much more you would be taxed so Heawyly:
so don't you worryyour pretty little head about the business, all that is now taken care
of, I think thai the sort of diwidend you will get will keep you going from year to year

while your bank balance keeps on growing all the time, now be a good girl and lezve us
please,owe have one or two tﬂhgs to discuss but don't forget to take Peter to theststion
righto Daddy she said, she gavwe me a smile end shut the door behind her. Mildred came in
a few minutes later with some tea znd a couple of biscuits each, she put them down and
left, I took & cup sugered it and stirred, the boss said, Peter, the firm at the
moement is in & good sound position, we can compete with practicaly any body, I want
you to expand it, take on a few more good men, we need some joiners and plumbers as well
&s good painters and plasterers, don't rush it though, have a good look round and you
can afford to Ye choosey, now anyone who does'nt pull their weight, they must go: end
let's have & bigger yard with covered premises for stuff like cement &nd so on y, that
pare lend next to the yard ‘telongs %o the firm o we'll exiend onto ihat for 2 stert.

s
I said yes boss but who's going to be the site foremen when Sanm goes to the new site,

he said I'm sure you cen come up with scmebody quite cepeble, but he must be 2 working

site foremen just to set an example, you see Peter, we are going to creete 2 new imege,

with everybcdy pulling their weight and getiing the best wages but doing  their work

croperly as craftsmen should, and cutting the time Jdown from the foundations 45 to pring out.

Peter , thats one reazson. I want you to get your own teem together from ez toy to site

foreman. We have the best architects and surweyors t is posgible to hwvelso ve must have
e

gt of the project to go with

a crack team under you,to build +the new bethe and the r
trhem. }6uz heve four months o get your team together &nd ITet's ney them over the odds

say an extra five shillings a week, labcurers , helf & crown extra the tea boy well e

shilling or one and sixz, how about 3f then, think you can handle that, I said that if I
could'nt then nobody could (but I wanted complete cherge, no buttirg in, even if you 4id'nt

sometimes agree with what I was doing, T w

-

0
would expect constructive critisism in fect I would be glad to have it =nd ¢}
ere going to heve khe best bBut not the bigfest firm in the country, you'll see and while
I'm at it, T czn tell you Jhat I intend buying 2 nice piece of land in the neer future =nd
building my ownhouse on it in my own time end I th
prey for it properly with cash end everything will be checked twice before it is moved
I want it to te a show House so thet people will come and want one like it, I heve a few
vlans and Ideas. I want to put on paper firstiand,then disauséwgath you tefore I start thoug
I will hide nothing from you Bess, I have newer been that way andem not going to stert now.
Mister Spencer listenedto what I had said then he said’Perhaps you cen tell me where all
the money is coming from feter,, I produced my bankbook snd said ,, you ean see for your—
self,. he glanced at it then said ,. well, I newer,, you'we enough there to Build two Houses
and furnish them as well,, Boss I said,. I will let you into a secret on the understanding

it doss'nt go out of this room,. right Peter, yom have my word on it he said, them listen,
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I said, now my fience, is really extremely well off beliewe me whenI tell you, IS

exrlained about her father end one or two other things, when I had finished, ke said\well
you hawe surprised me Peter and now I must say that I am doublyy grateful to you for tekeing
me on with this firm, I understand your genuine affiinity with the firm and that" makes
me feel wery hHonoured to hawe you with me, thankyou Peter,andthis will go no further.
We stoad up and he held out His hand I shook:it then he patted my shoulder end said,.
this town could do with more like you,. I said ,But there are a couple more like me and we'
will hawe them on our side don't worry about that, for instanee, you know the chap wha
has the sweet factoty, he said yes, I sazid that one of my mates, lest mateslwas going to ma
marry his daughter, I'we heen Helping him in my spare time to get their House ready for whke
them for when they get back and I think: itsim about' & week's time, you know the house im
larkhill road that was empty, well thats the one, they'we Pought it,, now Irene,, their daug
hter, is working at the hospital as a nurse, she's doing very well by the way, she wants
to make her owm way in life she says, well, she told us that her parents paid for half
of our hospital to be built,, did you know that,, Oh yesithe Hnss_said;that'is true,, well
I said, Josh thats the chap I mean, he's a good plumber, as a matter of fact, thats how he
met Irene and believe me when I tell you that they are very much in love and intend to
get marriedin 2 month or two, now he's one of the men I want on my teamand he would
make a good site foreman I know it. You pick them Peter the bBoss said, all I'm after
are results so go zhead and see what you can achiewe. We parted them and I said that I weesl
would see him on Thursday evening but please not a word to Saralk that he knew about her.
I had half an hour before dinner so I walked to the site and found Sam, I took,him to one
side and told him of the changes,. he looked at me and said, Peter lad,. T will always bYe
on hand to help you any =may I cen, I thenked him and told him to lezve the site for half
an hour and leave word with the time xeeper that you were with me in town. We went 1o the

verd and T t0ld him to get into the wzgon, I did the necessary zand sterted it up +then
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end welked back to the site with Sam. the whistle was blowing as we @ntered the area, men
were still talking and lounging abaut’l mentioned this to Sam and he said watel Feter =nd
vou'll' leArrn something, I stood and watched,. Sem spoke to one chap, the fellowtouched his ¢
cap #ud scampered off, he turned round &nd shouted a2t another who geve him 2 sullen look =
and eerried on talking to- his mates who started laughing, Sam called them together and
walked with them to tle office’then thkey were o n theltr way home, Sam ceme baclt to me 2nd
zaid Peter, whatever you do ,. alweys cdeménd respect end if iis not shown then sack the%
you'll find its the only way, they' 11 ell come back ftomorrow c¢ep in haznd esking for thkeir
jobs back, there'll be no more slacking ’code.y,,,‘L I could go to sleep now and the job
would still keep going’you see Peter, yo u must be fifphut feair thet wey,you will get
respect, the pzy packet 1is what they come for and if they dont behawve, no matiter how good
they are, they get stopped thet means no money then where are they eh. Sam'I said,. I've

always respected you and I always will,. I want you to =&zlways remember me as yourprodigy
and your friendno matter what you see cor hear, I'we & loy to thenk you for. He replied
th#t he would be very proudto be my friend and thanked me then off he went.
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Elsie arriwed on: the site in time to teke me to the station,, Her attitude seemed to
have changed towards me-,. she was wery talkative driwing to the station;and'I could
sense that she was trying to say that now, she accepted me as an equal,. T put her at ease

By telling her that if I were firee agent, I would Dbe pleased to get to know her Yetter
by suggesting am outing with her, but as I'm about' to Be married im the near future to-

one of her school friends, I don'T think it would He a good idea.. I asked Hee if Sarah
had asked Her to be & bridesmaid,, she said yes and had aceepted with pleasure , then she
asked meto forgiwe ler for her standaffish: bYehawiowr the first time she spoke to me and
would T not tell Sarah please, inm future, she wouldhke Happy to treat me as a wery good friei
whichshe hoped I would be. I told Her that she would always hawe me as a friend and an

equal But her Daddy was,and always will be, the boss to me no matter what. The station

eppfoach came into v1ew, she stopped the car and said,, Peter , would you mind if’ I kissed’
you, I was a little tken abaek with the request, I said go ahead, But' don't tell Sarah,,
she gawve me a lowely klss and said, ok what a pity , I said why , she said your getting
married to my best friend so from now on Peter, I will beliawe myself,, mind you, we'll

hawe some good times together with Sarzh, I promise I wont try anything on, that's =

promise I wont break now, shall we go, the trzin's about due so I'1l wait in the car

while you go andé meet your future mother im law. I bought a platform ticket and asgked

what time the train was due , on time I was told, so I stood on the pletform for a few
minutes &and the train arriwed right on the dot. Misses King was looking out as the train
pulled in to the staztion, she savw me, smiled and wawed, I did the same then I razn end

es the ftrain stopped, I ornened the czrriage door and seid, welcome hoxe mother, did you

b

hewe anice journey, ehe said Peter, I'm so glad to sece you, come here,I stepp
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flung her arms round me and gzve me & lovely big kiss and hugged me,then she stepped back

"

u
Porter ghe shouted, two came , thats alright she said, both of you, they accompanied us

to the guard's van, there were & cart load of truunks and btoxes, I scratched my head in

bewilderment, ﬁzter she said, I want this lot to go directly to the shop,, esn you arrenge

. o - PR
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it for me now, I w2id that Tlsie Snencer was waiting %o take her home, she sa2id coue on =

then , let's meet her, then you ean arrange the transport efter, Its alright, we won't go
a

without you my darling, we'll sit and talk Oh and I'llmeet Her, then wisit the ladies room,

’

Outside the station, misses King met Elsie, sbe gaid , Hello Elsie ny dear, How nice to see
you again, wy, have'nt you grown , you are a heautiful woman Elsie, are you married yet,.

no misses King, I'm not ewven courting, I czn't be bothered just yet,. I'm enjoying mysel?®
toc much. Tleft vhile I vent beck and errenged for the luggege to go to the

chip shop, th ir, in the morning, I said no tonight, right now, once egein

I was lucky, W certer with the two shire horses standing, I ca2lled him over, I
exnplained what I wanted he said yes sir,right away sir s He shouted for & couple of men

to help him 1load up, I watched him &nd then I handed him two half crowns and told him
there would YBe more on deliwery, and to take some one with hHim to Help to unload, hHe touche
his cap and said, yes sir thank you very much sirlthen &0t cracking. I went back to the

cer and jumped in to the back, I said y ladies, the luggage is on its way so shall we,,

; %Elsie turned to me and said, if your ready Peter I nodded and we set off.
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with the small package, she opened it and gasped,, ohy, mylovely, lovely Peter she said,
she put the ring on her fingér'and came over and hugged and kissed me, then she turned
to her mother, held out her hend tawards Her and said Just look mother,,whét’do you think-
of 1%, her mother looked, smiled and said, i1ts beautiful my‘pet, I said yes, & beautiful
ging for & beautiful girland that saphire matches your eyes, Sarall made a big fuss about
it and T must admit,. I did'nt want to stop her, after 211, it was her moement of Happiness.
It was getting on for tea time and I told Sareh that she could stay and I would open the aw
shop and wait for Irene and Josh, I knew what to do and in any casge, she must have &
lot to catch up on with her mother, I stilT had the key so I said, save me some tea, I'1T
be back and I'm hungfy.rI went out and spotted Josh ,. he waved and I continued to thre
shop, Irene was coming down the street so I waited for her, we went in together,. she said
Peter,do‘you know what to do, certainly I saﬁd, I did the necessary snd then mzde some
bafteg Irene washed the chipped“paaatoes then shook them,and we waited for the chip
range to get to the correct heat, Irene went into the kitchen‘and put the tezs on then
put séme pies in the oven, I put some more coz2l on the fire 2nd poked it up, everyihing weas
going on nicely, Josh entered and said, well,, the chef Les 2rrived »-0W you can go and
don' Be too long, I have otker fish to fry, Itold him not tobe overgenerous with the
prortions &nd if Bob Did'nt come,. he,,Josh would have some spud bashing to do later. I said
see you,and I went back to my tea. Dad was home znd they were just sitting down as T w

walked in, now thenPeter he said, I resronded, we sat down to hot rot znd rice rudding

.

when every body hed rhad enough, I scraped the dish then left it to sosk abit. As was

’/A

us *e%

Sarah and T washed up, then I had my rint ot of tea, good strong sergent ne jor stuff,

ck

the tzlk was focused on the wedding, Ilistenedand from their converseiion, it was to

be a white wedding with the hellg,churchorganlthe choir, the chimney sveer and e lendau,

there was to Be 2 three tier wedding czke with & band and = speeieal extrz time for the
bartill two o clock the following morning. Sarah szid that she would like to go tc Scotlend
for 2 short honeymoon, just a week, that would be ample, I said, now How ebout me getting
@ word in here, they all stcpped and looked at me,. I said, for a start, I'm not dressing
up in white tie and tails, for another I would'nt like to embarsss Bol and Tvy so lets
.¥Ty and remember that our friends. from chlldhood are not left out shall wed, now about
the landau, is it going to be one or two, No; Saralt'!s Mum: said four, and Bot and” Iwy
hawe one like you do , wehave another for us your best man and the brides mzids, the
same for Bols and Tuy's 51de now at the table in the masonie Hall, if you donT mirmd,.
their side one one side and exacily the same for us on the other then, other taBles will
Be laid with the guest s names 1n their plaees,, I1'11 get wine for each table and a glass
of chumpalgn for all adult guests for the toast, now how does that suit Peter,. I said
that qélte happy with those arrangements and that our guests were more or less the same
_pepple except perhaps for one or two specizl guests of Sarah! s(or mlne P5b meybe had
one or-two as well, “now-I-said-, I think that a street party can be held specialy for
our street residehts am@;tﬁ r &1aslbecGuce ve can' invite every Tom,Dicl,and Ferry we

know and bes1des, there would be _some Jealousy“and that would never dq so what about 1%,

T e ks

yes Peter, ood thlnﬁlng on your pért Sarak's mum said, we eculd drive down thet way

2 g
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She said, I do so love to ride in a lendzu, I would feel like the queen end wave to the clapr
ping , waving #nd cheering people, thet would be something, I must make those arrangemnents
oh and Peter, I do want to underwrite the whole lot, it will give me something to do with

e small 8nount and T will so enjoy doing it please Peter love, you wont mind will you say
T

you wont mind, the genuine pleading was there and so I agreed with a little trepidation as
to wket Tob would say if he ever found out, I said to all present, now this 1o very Veny

important what I'm about to say, you mey not think so, but ta: me,, 1t is,. DBob and Ivy,
must never know ever, who is, or W111 arrange 21l this, you cenmention the errangements
sbout the masonic hall, end he will rersonaly want to thenk yuu'tben rlease leave it 1 &

that would you, yes love, T certainly willshe said. that lezves me one other thing to =3y

then and that is , T am very grateful indeed for ever rythkng #ud I thenk you all eimerely
fromthe Bottom of my heart, I {ldnk 211 you here now, Mum,,Dad, Mother and Sarall I love
you all very desrly and always will, God bles all of you. Feter , Dad saild,. I'1T

say- it mysely 1 am wery proud of you, end hope thet you just remember to keep your feet on th

the ground, you heve done up till now =0 veep it up and never forget lad, ve are all family.

1

thanks Dad I answered, that's a solemn ptomise I will try 1o x

o

&

5. I g2id to Sereh, shell v
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¥e sz2id cheerio and went to the shop, there were about six people in when ws got thers,
.

Sarah asked Irene how things werv'lreAﬂ caid thot she could'nt gults get the

so Sarah checked and found that thefire was too low, 50 aftera bit af messing withit, the

- a -

£3ish cooked properiy ana lrene served while Saran looked after the cooking site. Josi
meanwhile was trying te co. sone more votetess ond was in a uaess, T teoid him te leave 1t to

-
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en exypert, tuen ~gslowel Bl Qo TO b a2
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iy, 1 showed hi m how to use the chip

szusa
lever down or he might get—seuges- instead of chips , &t that time Bo® czme in and wanted

chopper, I had to tell him to gescareful to let go Jof the rotatoegbefore h® pulled the =%

fish and chips twice, for ‘him and Iwy, Sarah said, go through Bob: and show them how to use ¥
the chipper, 3ob: came through end sorted a pailfull out in no time at all, and that
my lads,is how its done he said, now you try, he stood back and let Josh have & go,. efter
one or two near masses, Josh got the hang of it, there you are he said, I told you I was
good at it,'Bbﬁrlaughed and said , any more instructions required and just send for the
expert. Bol said he had to get back, Iwy was alright but she was on her own, his Mum
and Dad had gone outfor the night, Sarah shouted from the shop, Bobi there ready fot you,
tell Iwy I'll see her tomorTrow sometime , Bol got his suppers and left shouting goodnighd,
Sarah's Mum. came in just before closing and said to Josh that he was shaping like a veteram
1 said, mother, Don' say that in front of him, It'll go to. his head; there'll be no:more
dealing with him, Josh said, jealousy will get you nowhere Nelsom so just wateh: it lad. I
pretended to clout him and he put his hands up saying , sorry sir I did'not meam it,, we bBoth
laughed znd I said I thimk you deserve a cup of tea, I'll make onq’Sarah4s.Mum;said', I'1lT
meke it,, $he girls want one as well, youu like yours strong Peter don't you,yes please 1 =&
said, so does Josh and éﬁferwafds Josh,, I'11 show you something that will brighten. up
your life.. Saralfsmum said you mean and I knew she

[ S

: meant the watel,I nodded,, she kmew
where it would be and opened the drawer,

there, she said as she showed Josh the watch
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Josh gasped,, wow,he said that is some watch misses King, what a lowely thing,, I feel
very honoured just holding it,,is'nt it a UYesutiful thing, my word,I bet that cost a good #%
few penniss, sle eaid, this now belongs to Peter, its Sarali's wish that he wearcs it on Wiz
wedding day, right Peter, I nodded again, Josh said, Peter, you lucky chap, I could sawve
for years and never hope to Wuy one like that, T must say though, I am plezsed for you and
T just bet that Bob says the same when he sees 1t you vill skow bim wont youPeter,, of
course I will Josh, you should know that, I said, Now mother ,if you would kindly Put it Jse
beck safely please, she put it back in the drawer then sle said By the vay Feter love, when
the shop's shut, would you mind helping us with our personal things in these trunks, i¥
will take a while but it will bYe worth it,, I gaid aertainly motlher when ever you're readye
Josh took the hint and said,, misses: Xing,, any time you want Irenme or I for anything;you7k3m
know where to find us,, I'll be taking Irene home &s soon as she's ready,, Josh she saiq I'm
sorry, but I did'nt mean it to sound so rude, Josh said , Oh: its quite alright, in any
cese,, I want some time with Irenme , we'we to go to> the house to put some welwet curtaims ug
I thought of something rather rude butt kept it sirietly to myself, a flicker of a smile
. arossed my lips. and Josh caught it;then He Ylushed and turned’ away. Mother did"nt seem
to notice so it was passed offf.. The girls shut’ the shop and Sarah shouted for me to
get some hot water and help to clean up, I started tut Saral's Mumacalléﬁ girls , come
here a minute please, they Yoth came into the kitchen , yes mother Sarahisaid; mo ther said,

now, first of all, come and si¥ down and' have a cup of tea before it gets cold, theyboth szg

down and had their tea, Seral’s Mum said Ireme,just wait & moement I'll Be hack,. she czme
Yack with a lowvwely little watch that fastened on to her dress: at the front like e broach,
now shhe said,, I'we got one for Iwy as well, this is for being a good sport and helping o
out,. please take it,, its & good one,. the same for you Josh she said and gawe him z wrist w
watah,, I said to Josh, now pim it on your shirt, he laughed and’ thanked' Saral's mum then
He gawe her a kiss, so:did’ Irene,, they wereboth embarassed and diéthknow what to dbo next

Misses king said’ that she had one for Ba&;asrwelliso she hoped that they liked’ them, they

Both expressed their delight and’ after they had drunk their tea they decided to gor I
got on with the eleaning after saying goodnight to Josh and‘Irene,and?Sarahidid%the 1111,
when: everything was done, mother said® ,well), let's get started, there' = lott to unpadk,,
there were ¥a2ses, china tea sets: a grandmother aloek, figurines, eandle sticiks, toasting
forks that eould be extended, a really posh compendium of games made of iwory, including
aBBattiful’ chess set and dominoespluss one or two games: I knew nothing about. It was:
like an aladin's cawe ,. Saral's mum had two more trunks: to open and’ she said to Saral,
Darlingy. you don'Tknow what's in these two trunks, and I'm nmot going to open them untill
yow enter your own House, I aan tell you that! they are what your gradmother wants: you to hes
Hawe, still there's no barm in knowing what they are so I'll tell you, in one you. hawe
one of the fiinest rugs together with 2 carpet that you cmn ewer hope to get in this worl(
they are from Chin=z,and’ giwen to your flather for serwices:redéére&“éYa.very important
Mandarin, they have newer heen sat or stood on yet, I thought they would Be nige for a
gift when you Buy a House. I szid’ mother dear, I'm going to Build my owm the way I want,

the numBer of?rooms“anthhings,I'll leswe to garah
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Where are you going to liwe in the neantime
Mother asked,, We have'nt made our minds up yet But I dare say we'll it in somevwhere
T said,71'11 admit, it #¢ a Bit of a problem, you see,, we con't vant to offend you. or my
rarents so I'm thinking off renting &n empty house nearly, and liwing ther e temporarily”
untill I get the house tmilt,, olt. T don’Tknow,, it is a bit of a worry. Mother said well,,
we: are ell family so why donT we all get together and talk it ower,, I 'm sure that a
soiution- can Be found that will e satisfactory to everybody concerned), anylow,, let's
leawe it at that for now Peter dear and congentrate om this other portmanteau I have
here. Now this my dears contains & wedding dress , it msést be unpacked and Hung upy, I
don't think: Peter that yom should see it before Sarah is walking: dowm the as;fle,, they
say it's Bad lueks, personaly,, 1'm not supers titious tut it is:so teautiful I would I>ike
to show it to you,. after all,, Saralh will not bBe wearing it untill the wedding day so:
surely then's no: harm im that i's. there,, I said not and’ I was'nt superstitidous sor I wauld
lowe to see it.. Saral helped her mother unpack it , it was magwifieent, pure siTk and’ Taee
white off course amd a long traim, nmow that willl Be something to> show offf, I thooght of Iwy,,
what of her,, mother saw the look. om. my face and saidj, iff your thinging of your cousim,
dom!t Peter,, she has ome no¥ quite like it But she wont look- out of place, ook, from the
beak of the amse,, came another dress,. white,, with & long traim But¥ satim, mot sikk and
it too looked teautifull the same kind of lace as Sarali's, I went to mother and’ said,, Ob
you good natured thoughtful mother you andi I put my arms round her and kissed® Her, she
said Peter please,, not whille my daughter's watching,, we 2ll laughed’ and Saral: saidj, well,.
ldare say,I can spare that ame mo ther,, tut yow really are 2 darling thoughfull mother o I
said yes,, is'nt she, & real% ecraaiker, no wonder she has & Beautifull daughter, I am the
Tuckiest men om God's earth and I thank him for it,, I really do. Sarsi said well Peter
my belowed,, I am also clewer,, listem ,, I'we solwed our little prollem as to where too liwe
prowided eve%/one agrees amd I think they will,, I'11 telll you tomorrow whem we're a2ll togetite:
Now for tomight, I'mstaying Here with mother,, and you are going home, and: will Joshis Mum
know about it,, I'l1he going with mother to your house tomorrow afternoom wirkH=mo-tirer,,
we hawe some priwete business to diseuss with your WMum and whem you. eome home after
work;. we will tell yow everthing, alright lave, I nodded’ she said' Peter,, your nodding ageim. I
gsaid yes I know ,, its just a Habit . I Teft the house afiter the usual ritual and’ went to
Josh's, I ceught his Mum before she went to bed and’ explained ewerything then I went Home..
My parents were in Wed,, I shouted ,. Its only me ,, Saralt's stopping Home tonightt with Her moth
mother ,, I'm of' f" to: tred), goodnight Mum,, Dadi, I heard their reply as I werrd! upstairs, Saral
Had left one or two bits and piewes in tie room: But I left them were they were and @@dresse
then got inmto» bed,, I flell asleep in no time. Wednesday morning saw me saw me on the site
in goad time,, I wandered. round checking this and’ that, ewerything seemed’ to Ye goimg well
Sam was in the hutwhenI walked in, morning Peter he said, and How are you today, I'm fine
Sam: and’ youl said, O, sc, sg o n't grumble ,, He looked up and: I aould see there was: something
upy, I asked him what was bugging Him, He told me about a load’ of timber that had arriwed

yesterday,, it was greem he said: iff thatt was: for tle Houses,.it would warp when it dried out :

%properly, it was'nt seasoned, I szid, come om them,, Ilet's sort it' out fight awayy
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To;e_t%e‘r we walked' to where the timber lay stacked), it was certainly greem But in eolour
I picked 2 piece up and smelled att 't ,, I said to Sam, here take this piece and smellit
Sam,. welll I said’ what dos you make of it ,, He said conflidentidgyPeter he saidi, I hawe
no sense of smelly I said welll,, onTy I know that,, it smells like a type of disinfectant
actualy Sam its preserwatiwe,, it is supposed to giwe the wood’ 2 longer life it's not
supposed’ to deceay as quieXly as: untreated wood' Sam, now you. know, amf it bas: Been seasoned
it's alright,, et them use i’t‘,, rightos Peter;, I'm glad Its: right and thanks ,, he saidj. now,
the Boss said’ that' you are getting & special team together Peter,, is: thatt right,. I told
him: yes But there was plenty of time for that). I asked him why, well he said), neturaly
I want to te om i¥,, I said’ iut loadk: here Sam old firiend), I'm not bossing you  round), nm way
in any amse ,, the boss: said nott to ineclude yow teeause you: are to- wal}z‘aam]e be: wamts you:
for a2 new site starting shortly,, what willl he do without you there to see things are done
properly and,, what's more Sam, I lhawe asked' him:and He turned’ me dowm flat so» that means;
I'lT Be coming to ask: your adwice omone or two things in any camse, im that case Peter;,
I suppose He would'nt mind givi ng me & ok or two extra them el he said), Sam I said),
your pay is betweem you. and’ the toss,, I dom'Tknow how muech it is and I dom't want to,
tut I cen see him: for you: iff yom like,, although,, I think that it wonuld te Better eomingr
fromyou,, yes he said’ I think mayhe your right about that,. I'll see him thisaftermoom.
I told Sam about Samdra and he sa2id ,, &o;n_’.tm: ybu worry zboutt Sandra,, I'll sort Her outt
in quick: time.. Sem I said), I wan¥ too tuild my owm Housewhem I gett the Tand, now it will
be a spare time job flor me,, my mates will Help me But I want' 2 good mam tHere now and
them to> superwise and make sure that ewerything is dome properly,, I wouldwould deem It
am honour if you could spare the time to be that mem Sam,, I would of course Have to and’
indeed insist on you ¥eing paid fior your serwices and’ I would’ want you. to check everything
I purchase from: the yard and make sure it's all abowe Boardi. Sam took His. bHowler off
and” saratched his head, ke said affter a moement's. thoughti,, well som, Icam spare the
time,and I will certainly adwise you,, now about the pay, I Yroke im and’ szid), Sam,, I
insist,. what's more,. I can well afford it,, take it firom me, enmd it will be well worth

herwing am expert like youu on the jo¥ for me priwate like,so Sam old’ friend,, dom't say no,

rlease,, put like that Peter lad), How eem I refuse he sa'id“; them I said’, well shale am it
we shook: Hands on the spost and! I told Him I would let Him know the minute I Had® the landi.

With that settled;, I asked! him to send’ the surweyor to Larklill roed’ to: loak omer some

property ,. he knmew the house and told me he would: send” him that afiternoom ,, that suited

me fiine Because it would put: Josk's mind at ease and! He could’ finish the jok. We entered
the @abim and’ the tez toy Had o twew waiting for us,, we szt dowm and telked abiout tHings:
im general,, I said that' hefore we went to dinner,, I would Took: round the site agaim

amd report Hacks, the bBoss arriwed just afiter we Had® fimisked our tea, He walked into:

the calim and saidjafiter the normal greeting,, Peter;, I lope you're not trying to pasuade

Sam to joim your team;, I ean't spare him yow know,, I said, im that' case boss,, if the mam's

so- interestedi ,, you might BHe ahle

30 too keep Mim with & little bit of an' incenti ot
think;. he said’ thats why I'we gome,, he turned: to Sam; . L ami

Sam. He said' & 1ittle raise elt,, Sam,
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Sam pretended to think. about it, well bBoss le said,, Peter made me 2 good’ effer and Isaid no
knowing you would come and ask me,, I'we worked for you nearly all my 1ife so why in heaven's
neme do you think I'd change now,. well it is'nt a change as such is it,, its the self same
firm, just another gang, tHat's right Sam, and yow will have to spy for me and’ make sure
Peter is looked after, I don't want any more drivwers coming fiddling and He wont always

~Ye on hHand,. it may mean using a driver and a wagon to go from one site fo the otHer

But that's alright,, I know you'll keep om top of it so keep on Sam and Petler can find Hie
own: formaneh,. Sam smiled and said@ I'lIdo- that Yoss,, don't worry about it,, lTeawe it to: me.
The Hoss and I walked round’ the site and found that everything was going smooilly, He asked
~me had I seew anyBody on the site that Iwould like,. I to}d’ Him yes,but¥ I would'nt take ther
T owed it to Sam: not to poweh firow Him, I ftold the Bess I intended going round otler sites
and” secwas orie or two:lads I kmew'an&“if'their work was. up: to scratceh it would'ut dov for Tﬁ
T was on the lookout for experts who took a pride in. their work, I could get a gang togeth
any day of the week, I wanted a team of dedicated experts who oould;and’would;work withouti
any reszl super¥ision and that was my intention. T lave a joiner, a plumber, a peinter

and a good tea lad lined up now, they'll come when I went them But¥ I wen¥ a couple of Brick
layers and their mates as well, thHen there's the labourers and pipe fitfers agood plaster;

’ A NPT - . . hoa o . .

ol theres plenty of men wantsd bdut I dont wand to go too fast,. ? want it to Ye a real good
team: willing to Help each other out and not afraid of give and take, the boss said, Feter,
tHe site is Being cleared now so thait the surveyors can get the thing organised; and Jdoat

forget, there'll be visitors and plenty of ithem, from all over ihe country wo, in a way,

have comnlete faith in your ability th see the JoU |

D)

it will make or Yreak us , however,
if

tHrough, well Yoss I gaid, row if this Jcf 1 a ruge succeegs, wcould you crnsider

men who did the job, a day off to go to the opening when that day came, 1T it is a success
yes Peter, you hive my woerd on it, tharke I said, now if you will ercuse me, I'm taking
§an for = guick dinner in towm, we'll be just over half an hour gone then He'll Be Hack
in time to see that the men geti Back to work, right Peter, I'l1l get off Home and' do some
paper work after lunch, and Don't forget tocmerrow night, dress optional of course, Elsie's
looking foward to it you know, so dont Te lste,seven thirty, I said right Boss, we'll Be the§
I wandered Hack and picked Samaup;and:then did exaactly the same as: I did' the last time I
took: Sam to hawe a mid day meal, then we went back to the site,, the men were playing
foot B2ll untill the whistle bleww and they all toa>man5went"Haak to work: promptlly,.
Sam said, I tell you Peter,, that little episode 2 couple of days ago, did’ the tridk,.
4 took- them bBack on agaim, they're mot YHad workers,. its just that you hawe to sHow thHem
who's boss and mean it, you can'nt afford any larking arround on a Building site,, yow
never know when an acwident ocours, now if ewerylndy Utehawes themselwesvthen there should
never bHe any. the men dont Hawe to fork out)and the work does'nt stop;so the jo gets &
fimished on time, I‘mnhappy'the boss is happx and’ the customer's Happy, thats how I like

it.. Now Peter,, lets hawe a word with Paddy kilshaw, I'we made Him ganger,, he knows: a

thing or two altout roads you know, amd he's not efraid of speesking His mind,. I've told

kimto fire anybodymaking trouble, or not doing the job properly, they ean

: "t pullthe wo
ower his eyes you know,I rather like the fellow and he seems & decent ' o

Sorgand fair,.
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It was still early in the affternoonwhenI left Sam and Idecided to goand® hawe a looki a2t e

one or two other sites that were noy too far avway,, I was looking for potential plasferei?
and’ tilers, any other building tradesmen worthy of their hire might well be about and I
would try and talk to them. As I approached ome o0fStead's sites,. ( Stead was one of our &
main competitors) I saw two men sitting on a wHeelterrow rlaying cards;, ottt well T thougltt,

itssprotelly brew timey I wandered: rounmdj., two brickies: were on a wall

troweling away

I looked 2t a stack of wood ,, some of it looked wery knotty and twisted,, a chap came to.

take a piece, examined it 6 and geve it up as a fad Joty, I _watahed from a distanee ,, the men
went away and then ca2me Hack with another man, then they both walked off, I saw the First may
leawing the site with a canwas bLasset, I suppose Mis tools were init,. Hello I thought;, He's
out ofi a jok , I followed him and saw to my surprise it was four e,};és, Norman Bell,, T
caught Him up and s&ad, Hello ding dong, sacked againm you four eyed’ dewily,, what for this

time el,, He loaked &t me and said,; I don't care Peter,, they wanted me to put some timber
in one of the h'ouses.' #é;l; was rubbisH, T wouldnt da eny aost qutting for them or any boayl
what Kappens later when the Houses are fini’shed’ some roor sod's going to ligre to: pay for
renewing: it, sooner or later there apuld: Ye & nasty aacident using that stuff for joists,,
end I'm not going to: be part responsilble,no thanks I'd sooner Be out off work any day,, at lee

least,my concienae ié clear, the wife's not going to: like it but fhere it ¥s. I said, I

thought Josh- was going tor fiix you up with a job Normam,, ol yes he said But it wont te for a
while,he tells me that the Jjob he was: after was underaut with this chap: St‘feadv’said’ oly, a
Bit off = cowloy eh,, he needs a lessom,, right I said,, now go to the formam om our site,,
just say Peter's sent youu,, and you ean: start might away,,only temporary mindy, but after

we've seem what you aam doy and how yau get omy, T might take you omr rerminent; we'll
see. .. Off he went,, I looked im ny littTe ook and’ found' the ilding inspector's: nmumter
I rang the number, a wiee said iTding inspeator,, I was. z 1ittlle suhamed Butt I thaught:
nomy. it must He done,, sa: I mentiamed my name and explained! the situation,, He thanked me
and said that le was glad, now He would lawe preaf’ of substandard workmensHip,, e said
thet ny neme would He kept out off £t But He Had Been. after this firm for some time,. He
would go right away witl Ris assistant’ and’ get the joh stopped and tHe Houses would have o
Be reHuiI‘t,&esid'es.(th'e firm might land’ up in court. T waited' to see what was going to. Happem
imr less than one Hour,, the whoTe Job lad' been stopped =2nd tHere was a very angry sceme o 1
the site, I walked away satisfied +that & lessonr Had Been learned’ tha+t day,, I went Back to-
our own site and spake to Sam aHoutt the inoident, Sam said’ that a @uple off Stead's mem
would try ta get on witk us But He knew tHe secore and He would We watching for them,, Paddy
Kil'shew must Be warneéd about it as well,, you Know Peter, Sam said, I knew something Tike
that was going on there,, I could +ell 4y the type of men he employed and his forman wants

Keeping an eye on as well,, He'd rok His own grandmother thet one, I Know Hiw of oldy,

T )
Enyvay, its time they were 'sthged'I'mz glad, serwe em: tor mg-rights .. Let's try and keep our

Sectian, one of the men
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I walked home at half past four and' arriwed im the street justr as: Josh did, he told me that
the surveyor had been and left him a Billfor the inspeationon the hHouse in Larkhilll road)
1 said that architects and surveyors were like soliaitors, you peid to look at them. I asked
him if he got the curtains hung alright,. he said;well‘ some of them, hey, you want' to see
the place now, its different agaim and there's some morelooking glasses and things: to be
put in yet, the tiles have all been done andBolis still there , he's been Hanging pictures: wo
would you believe it,the bathroom has: to Be peinted up yet;now that its Been passed and’
then he's got the outside to do, do you think you could brick up thethole we medePeter,
T said I would te round tonight afiter 1'd Had my tez, it would%&ake me long bBut I wanted
some sand and cement, just & bit , we parted when we came to his house, see you then he
said and went indoors. I got to ocur house and opened the door, there was a 1ot of chatter
coming from the kitchem, as 1 walked inzMum;gotiup'an&Said'hello)Peter” I'1T meke you & brew
garah came over and kissed me , nelle: darling she said, had & niee day, net bad I replied
end you, fine she said, I turned to her mother and you mother ,, how aﬁoutﬁyoutshe saidy, I
went to town arrangeing things Peter lowe, I'we realy enjoyed myself today) I've still
one or two things to sort out yet tut everythings going on fine, we're waiting for your Dad’
to get Home then we cam discuss what we were talking about last night, remember lowve, yes’
mother I said, my Mum put my pint of sargent major on the tatdle, ta Mum I said,. by the
way, I must go to Larkhill road soam, tonight, I've & little jokr to attemd to ,. you
know Sarah, that hole in the wall, it'11 take me about twenty minutes: afiter my tea,. I
saw Josh om the way home and he asked me to get ith fimished’ tonight, I said I would,. T had
promised so I'lT get it over with. Mum I said, where's my oweralls please I'll need them
for that little jol, Mum: said that she would get them for me affter tea, Dad walked’ in amd
greetea everybody, Mum said that after Hte had washedj, we'd Have cur tea, tomight, we Hed
a leg of lamk with ¥piled and roast potatoes, peas and cauliflower mint sauce and grayy
then home made apple pie and custard, I said to Mumy, this isc fine Mum But what about
Sunday,, H® she said,, your having pea soup and your Dad’ and’ me are goinmg to dime at the
chip shop with misses King and Saralk and you my bay,canustay Yere for Yeing cheeky, O
Mum: I said like @ small child, I'm frightened on my oWy cam Sarah stay and’ play with
me,. we 2ll laughed and Sarah: said, If your & good! little Hoy Peter, you can come tm our
house, I said, 1'11 have to askimy Mum first, this—ﬁantering;went on untill® Dad’ walked im
having washed, and them we sat down to tea. when 1it! was: over,, Mum said,mow them, let's
get settled,the questionxhafs:aropped up- about where to liwe Peter, I mean after you're
married,. Sarah said, & solutiom to: the prollem. would He iff You Mum, and Dad; would' He kind’
enough to take ower the chip shopy Teck stock. and harreﬁ.as;it'were” and‘live there,,
the Business would te 2 gifft firom mosther andﬁI,and to: Be Honest,, its getting a it much
now, the only stipul'atiom is thatf you would employ Iwy as long ag she was ablle, and
wee oould liwe Here with mother,, Hows that them come om what dm you say Dad;,, you ecould
keep your job them iff you wanted to amd to: get you started, we would giwe you & 1ift

Oh and next Monday we're closing for three days, they're coming to> put gas fires im the
chip range, then it will be all moderm: and no> hardl work,. would you rather think it ower

Dad Said i cd wa i e 9
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Peter said that he wanted to marry Saral,, we hawe rlanned amd looked’ foward to this days,,
mov,please don't let us dowm naw,, you see,, aur aim is to get: rid.of the chip shop, bacause
we: said at the stdrt,, that we would see if we eould make it pay,. well to> be Honmest, we: ecam

but, oh how eam I put it, we Hawe more tham enough: momey ta> see us and our childrem's

childrem for the rest of their lives; and ours. of course, we hawe Heem so: fed up: with people
telling us what to dOi‘ eand how to spend our money,that we decided that we would say’ nothing
to anyone, and liwe like any other normal persom without any hangers omanmt’ giwing us:.
adwice om how toliwe'a-nd where to,liwe, only ocur l‘a;wyers; ‘knqw_. ‘abq_u.t this, and? thats:
how it is, now it would giwe us so much pleasure iff you eould see your way to acecepting
the shop, and, we could liwe here,, it would' he doing us: & big flawour ,, Peter said’ that he
wa'nfed to Build his own house,, it would giwe him. the chance and’ you would ke giwing us the.
chanewe tote close By as a happy familys Mum said), well Dad, you once said that you wouldif
mind having a chippy, Dad’ said your right I didy, welly, I'Il lett you liwe Here if you will
let us live therel and the bBusiness willl hawe to Be Handed ower properlb;and; if you dom't
mind,. put down om paper, if after awhille things go: right,, we'Il Hand over a percemtage:
off the profitsto you,, hows that, Motler said,. why not' keep them om ome side im: caese of
gradncliildrem,. them think what you ecould do with it,, ol amd: that Grandfather clock
you like so much ,, iff you got that ,, to Be handed down throughthe generations, what a
lowely thingto doy, nmow I willl Hawe to: buy a House ctherwise and! I'@ much rather hawe this,
it will suit us- fine, Dad said ,well your twisting my arm But I I'ike the ides, 1 Dike it
very much, alright then , what do you want Mum, Mum said’ ot Dadi yes please I would lowe it
ga:d said' then that settles it, misses:Xing, ezn your Iawyer draw up the papers alT Tegal
like and abowe board, and the clock:. goes with me as welll is that right,, mother said yes,,
thats what I said mister Nellsor,, is it 2 deall them Dad’ said yes,, Mum said yes, mother said
mister Nelsom, if you prefer it them we will keep: this to> ourselwes,, I mever Iiked’ nosey. Beo
peoplle.. Dad said that he was the same, tut this deal now called for a drink,, He asked Mum ton
get the speeial malt whisky out,, we all drank to the dea],‘!therr',, I said to Mum I would go and
get that job done thenm get baek,, Sarah sgid welll, I'1I! wash up and mother canm dry, them
I'll get to the shop, thats one thing Dad,, I wont bBe tied ta: it anymore therr,wi;"-l]?11. Dad
said , the Pish and chips will He on the house when you come and Petercsm hawe some mushy
peas as welll.. I put my overalls on,that Mum: found,, then I went off and went to Tarkhill
road.. Bok was using the ladders so: I had to wait for a whil'e,, I tobok the opportunity to Tool
round inside.. It certainly was nice,, & few bits off furmiture was already installed and
the piatures on the walls looked expen'siwe'the staircase had tLeen guilded a little, it made
all the difference and was positiwely grand,a big chamdelier all bright and twinkling was.
hanging in the entrance h'all, anda grandfather clock ticked away on one side, then there was
8 large statue of a HWlack runner or someone standing in a cormer,, Bob came in and said
I could use the ladders, I told him that I would'nt Be long zs. f had to get Back, He caid
that he'd seen Ivy's befifteedwedding Dress. it was lovely and best of a-ll" It fit Her. I
said that Sarah's was similar andewerything was going fine znd we hed’ decided to Hawe a
street party as well, and we would driwe down: the street just to show o®f our trides +o-

our own reople, I thought that they desrewed to see them;

. ) aft 3 . .
with them, in their street. Bob, CFre<ed er all we were brought up:
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I finished the jo® in short time, the sand and cement being ready mixed for me so I gawe
Bol the ladders back and told him I wes going to the chippy, he told me that he would be F
dropping in to thank misses Kingfor her generosity, and if it was needed, he would help with
doing some gpuds, in any case, Ivy was geing to help tonight'so he had to go to pick her up
and teke her home, T said that T would expect him ™eem later and not to forget to eask

arzlh or misses King to show him my watceh, yes he said I'm looking foward to it. JosH ceme T

(€3]

o

nd seid I see you've done it then Pete, thanks mate, it wont bBe as drazughty now and I can
get the job finished, I told him about the stireet perty end he sgaid that it was greatl, a
10t of them in the street knew about the wedding end if they knew there was going to be & =
street party, they would be gquite happy , some of them thought that =2 street rarty was ¢
the right thing to- have on a day like that, well I said,tell them that its all being #mr
arranged, just for them, and they must get their owm: pots and things,, we'll supplly the mu

gruth and the drink- and they wont be short eitheg Josh was happy about that ,he liked the »

street and most of the residents’so he went up the stairs whistling, I shouted see you =W

d
amd without turning round He wawed and disappeared rougﬁhe corner of the landings.. FBohk

?
fiish into one of the wats,, she turned when she saw me and smiled she did'n¥ speak: then,.

said see you later ﬁete?nd went bBack to work, Iwent to thechippy . Iwy was: im putting

she was consentrating on the fish, I went through, Sarah was: checking the peas , she

turned and kissed me whenl was near enough then s&id,&e a pet and fetch me some caal‘pleasg
darling, and cean you. £ill tHe Boiler up, I see its: nearly empty, mother wont Be long now,,

I did as I was asked then looked at the fires in the shap, theywere alright, a customer sen

geme im the shop,, 2 heawy set sort of mam,, he agked for fish and ehips, Iwy wrapped them:

andsaid nine penae please,. te said qan you change halfl a growm and put it on the counter
one and ninepence change sir she said}thankyou the mam said z2nd’ walked out,. e came back: ¥t
later and said,, exause me miss,hut I seem. to hawe left my ch&nge‘lwy said’ yes sir, Here it 1

is,. I expected you badk,you left it on the counter,, thankyou so muech he said,. 2 pleasure
sir goodnight, with that Iwy turned round and went om with the fish,, Saral: happemed’ to look
then and saw the mam,. she ranto him,. Uncle Simam,, what omr earth are you doing Here,, she
turned to me and said,Peter, meet Uncle Simom,, my god' parent,, uncle Simom,. meet Peter

Nelsom, my fianee, We shook: hands, his were soft and I eould tell he was'nt & workimg mam
Sarah said come through. Unele Simom,, Iwy, come and meet Unacle Simom, imtroductions. agaim,
then we went into yHe kitchem, Sarah said sit dowm,, I'1T get you a cup of tea,. How did youw
like our fish and chips, he said that they were the best he had ewer tasted honestly,,

he explained that he was booked in at the grafitom Hotel im towm and was due to meet
misses King, Sarahb's mother in. towm the next morning,, Sarah said , listen Uncle sSimom,,

I'm going to He misses Nelsom juniar shortly,, willyou giwe me away amd walk me down tie

aisTe please,. he said, my dear ehildj,, I would e greatly Honoured, and’ delighted to,
oh thankyou Saral,, your daddy would approwe I'm:sure,, Sarah said, now, mister Simom Tate,

you are my lawyer right,. right Sazral he said, well she said, cam you tell me How much I

am worth,, Sarah he said I'm afraid that I ecanm't off Hand, its too complex and” you kmow

very welll that I am under oath not to diwul

ge any family matters without th :
i : : e consen »
your dear mothegso Please Sarah wait unti pe

1L 1'Ve had @ word with Your. My fher,
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I said excuse me, I went into the shop to help Iuyishe was doing alright but the shop was:
getting fulliso I sai% hang on;and 1 went for Sarak, she came out and sheserwed most of the
customers, they all seemed in a jolly mood and there was no# trouble at ally, Iwy said that
she would manage now and we could go: bzck, I was surprised when my mother walked in with
Sarah's mother, Mum had an apron with her and put it on zné got eracking right away,, she t®
told Ivy to go and have a rest she could manage, Ivy said alright then aunty, and off she wom
went. Bob arriwed and went straight through saying hello aunty, to Mum, I told Mumto go. into
the kitchen for a minute as I wanted. her to mect someone, I was thinking that allthe intro~
ductions might as well be made as far as possiBle,all together. Bob: came into the shop,,
how are we for chips he said I told him that we wanted some more and could Iwy do some mar
more fish plezse, Iwy came in then and said, I think we need some more fish so I've Brough
somePedfiep , now you can go and join the clan, I'llmanazge for now, if it gets busy I'1l1l shout
I said right Ivy love, I'll leave you to it y I went into the kitclen, Sarah was talking to
her mother so I pretended to. check the fire and the boiler then I sat down,, mother Had' Been
explaining to my Mum zbout ordering the fish and potatoes and the pies end showing her how
to enter them in the books and that sort of thing , mizter Tate said that he would be gled
to help any way he cculd , he would be coming tomorrow in any case so that things could Ze
signed over properly and the deeds changed, they would in fact have to go back with Lim
and when they were@ mede right he would ensure that they were given Mum and Dad. mother
said thet the wedding day would be socon enough to letSeral know the extent of her wealth
Ssrah said that she could wait and reagy speaking, she was quite heppy with what she had .
I said that any money that Sarah hed ﬁggéggrbusiness only znd it must be kept strictly
in her name, if it was needed, Saralt alone would decicde whether it was to be used or note.
Dad walked in and was formerly introduced, then he was put in the ricture and he gaid
that he understood, if at eny time He was not sure of anything he would contact mister

Tate and ask him to sort things out, after all Pad said, thats what lawyers wers o,
Fe said that sometimes the wording of certain documents was so confusing to +the s5rdi

inery
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working men that they made big mistakes and consequently, ther lost gut sn thinge, thot &
must not happen to our family, mister Tate said that Dad was right end he'mister Tate,
would look after their or should I say our,intrests, just as he had looked after Sarai's
and her Mum's. He said that he must get back to his hotel,, He was feeling a it jeded
after the long train journey and would be in better shape in the morning. I suggested
that we send for one of the new taxicabs to take him home to his hotel,, he declined,
saying that the walk would do him good. Dad insisted that he went as far as the town
@enrtre with him bBecause he could get lost in the dark and the street lighting was'nt all e
that good,. any way, he wanted a word. The lawyer said goodnight and’ departed with Dad for
company,Dad said to Iwy,. put me a fiish and chips: in paper Iwy lawe,, Peter will ray,, I said

Dad,, you're supposed to buy mine, not me youes , ok go on them,I'we just about enough om
me, now let me sece, there's twaopenwe, and a theepenny Wit,, two: halfpennies alt yes and three

more pennies,, is there any change,, Iwy laughed and saigd &0 om you. tig lump,, Dad' winked at me
end said, this womt be the last time either som,, I'm sawing up you know,, somethimg about

& nice little motor car I think,, Isaid , a toy one Dpad

S - . - whe laughed as he went off with
MisTER TRTE.
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oY% was ready to teke Tvy home when I remembered the wadely, I celled him into jhe kiteken,.
I a2sked Sarzh to show him the watch, Saeal said to Bobv,. now,, shut your eyesBob please, Fob
8id,, Sarzh put the watch carefuly im His hands,now she said open them,nﬁbbzopened‘his eyes.
and gazed 2t its Yeauty, he did'nt speak. for a moement then ke said,, Peter,, you Tucky begger,
this is a bBoldby dazler,. there'll Be a few year's wages there all right, its magnificent, Ohk
Peter you: must wear that for your wedding, yow mast e wery proud to owm suck a treasurs,
I'm very pleased to Hawe seem it,. thankyou for shawingzﬁ} t® me, it makes me wely happy
for you. Sarah put the watah away then said wait Bol,, mother has a littTle surprise for
you,. ok yes,, mother said, Boly close your eyes agaim, He did, mother said, Hold out your #e
hznd, Bobtheld out his hand,, there she said,. thats for being a good help im my absense,
Boto looked, he unwrapped the paper and saw the wrist watceh,. O misses Kimg, you sHauld“nt’H&%
what are mates for,, misses kingl don't know what to say exeept thankyou, mother said, thet'IT
do' nicely Bot and thankyou,but dom't throw thaet pieee of paper mwwajd,. it might come im wery-
usefull Botr looked agaimat it , it was a large fiwe pound: note,, I ean't ,, he got no furtler
mother put her hand up: 2nd silenced’ him: with the gesture, Bub she said,, I gawe Iwy a lawely
wedding present,. have you seem it,, yleI Hawe misses King, and' its gorgeous and thankyou
for that ,, its wonderfull,. he stepped fioward and kissed bHer , them he Wlushed and said,, I
do» feg your perdem But I did'nt know whaﬁieﬁge to: do,, mother laughed Bolr myy dear she said,,
you are & good hearted ladamd you deserve the\best,.l'like you Bolr, now take Iwy Home and
enjoy yourselwes, goodnight ?Boty, Iwy goodnight dear girl,, they Yoth said goodmight and’
went home. when they had gome, mather asked Sarah to put the kettle on agaim,, she did,, sit
down: she said,Sarah sat next to me, now listem mother said,flirst of all Peter,, tell me,,
have you purchesed any land yet,. I said nc But I was waiting to Hear from Joskh He is trying
to find out about some, from his Dagd,, why,, well Peter she said, it may come as a sHoek to
you,. But I owm some land,, I bYought it tefore I mel you. its a while age now, yow know
where the nmew baths and recreatiom aentre is going toc e built,, yes of course Isaid,, well
1+ Bought that and donmated it tor the towm om conditiom +that Batis and a pray&entre was
put there for the towm, I started to speak, Her hand went up agein,, siTence from me, Peter
what I haveht told you is thet the littlefield next to it is mine &lsoy, it 211 czme in one
jot: lot,, now Sarsh knows nothing about this so ,there are no secrets, now, Iwamted toask
your firm to Build me a bBig House om it ,, them Sarah met you and it kind of upset my pIEn%,
Year im mind, thet all this happened before you started courting Satal,. now then, the

a uestion is, do: you stilY want to build on*thatia big house, or do you prefer something

7
smaller, if so, its cuite alright, I locisd &t Seral and said, mothzr, that Ceciddion mnmust

Be Sarah's, the house will be for her to live inend the locetionmus? be Her choiceand

]

don't want to influence her in any wey, it would'nt be proper, mothersaid , Peter, I think
thet is one thing that I admire smong others, youdo try to be so fair, I'm gladyour gdﬁng
tomarry Sarah, you'll be good for her,. Isaid thenkyou mother end I know that Saral will be

good for me as well. Sarah said that shewould like 2 tig House But she would want =¥ maid

or & oookr housekeeper +the desigm she would definately lezwe to me . mother said that she

Coldfid d@id S oara

town. and when the taths were built it wculd Be hetter still X =
architect who could 1 sadd the

t I knew 2 good
probably come up with something _ - Z0od

+ Yo uloedd +i to 3
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liking, provided He Hed = free
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We tzlked well into the night sbout the wedding plans the Houszz to be built &end tlhe
tranmsfer of the chip shop,. eventualy Sarali- yawned and’ said that she was ready for bed,.
I tookimy leave and said that I would be round before getting rezdy tomorrow night, to go
to the Uosses with Saral for dinmer. My Head wes fulll of the many things we had talked
about as I walked home,, the timexwas_after midnight so I was surpyised to to see the
light on in'our parlour as I entered: our house, Dad and Mum were still upy, they Had' heem
checking what they required fior the wedding and the ecost, I went' and sat dowm with them
and listened’ to: what they were saying,, I mewer interrupted any conwersatiom my parents had
without their permissiom,. they both inwited my opiniens and’ I told' them that the only thing
they meed worry about was the transfer of the chippy, the rest was all takem care off,, It
would cost them the prige off 2 mew suitt for Dad® and' Mum 2 new outfit,, Handbag,, shoes,,
bat and glowes, that sort off thingsI reminmded them: that: we wereom a promise that Sarai's
Mum: could do» as' she liked,, she wanted it that way end we promised), so leawe Itt at that,,
one thing we ecould do> was buy Saralt’'s Mother something special as a thankyou gift for
organising ewerythimg,. Dad said” that he knew that I would come up with 2 semsible solutiom
Bbut what can we get her, the womam Ntas everythinmg, I said not quite, there's sometling,,
I must meke sure first ,, I'11 hawe to ask Saral first thouglt,, welT what is it Dadasked,,
I said,. T think that she would like a rezl good wireless one of the laztest the sound
is @ lot Betterthen the early ones thet czme out,I've seen them in the shops, theyrellke .
cebinets all polished wcod and faney,, Mum said that sounds fine Peter but what about‘eleé%g%o
Mum, I seid they have them accumelators , they're batteries that can be recharged hut
we'll heve to buy two so thet when one is run cdown, she can use theother one while that
one is being cherged, but we must remember, we'll hawe to arrange for the man in the
shop to chenge them fot her they're a bit heavy for her to carry to the shov . Dad thought
it 2 good idea and said that he would fix tkat up for her himself znd Ee would buy the Best
cne in the shop, I said that I would like to: Help,to: pay for it es well bBut Mum szid thet
it would Ye a presant from them, they wanted to Buy it for Her on their owmr, and hoped
T woul@'nt teke umbrage, I said no Mum, I wortt and I would think of somethinmg else..

I said that I was tired and was going to Bed, I Had a late mightt tomorrow night,. Mum
said youu mean tonight Peter , its gone twelwe you know,, we wished goodnight to' each other
and in no time 2t all, I was fast asleep. the next day went‘slawly I went round” the site

& time or two them I said to Sam: that I wanted to: see mur architeat on friday,, I would

te at the offiee most of the day,, e could contact me there,. Sam: said that he would
arrange 1tand asked iff T wanted’ $he surweyor as well I said not them but maybe im a day o
soy I told Sam that my House was going to ke 2 big ane and he was the mam too see 1t take ®&
shape im the fiield mext to: the bath site, Sam was surprised,. He thought that belonged to the

tbwqu put Him right on ome or two points and told him to say nothing to anyorme, your future
mother in law must be a wery wealthy womam he said, Sam I said), betweem you and me znd the
getepost,, thet lady has more momey than what she knows what to do. with T telT you Sam, old
friend,. you willnot find a more benevolent person anywhere,. our bYoss is 2 benevolent man

and she Beats hinm il .
nto 2 cocked hat, But thatg only Begause she Has Tots more tH

: 2n he &qg

L ‘e
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I repeated toBam that 211this was in the strictest confidence andhe mus'nt even tell
the boss, Sam said wery well Peter I promise, He took his bowler off and scretched his ba
belding head, Peter he said, you're doing well, he patted my back @nd sa2id good luck son,
T left Sam 2nd went for a word with Paddy killshaw,,I asked Peddy if it were possible
to: get me some good men 2t a later date;tondo a privete jok for me efter hours and weekends
1 wanted them at a later date end I would let him know whem, zlso I would like him to be
in cherge of the gang himself, I would p&y & good wage but any man not turning up for
their regular job. as well on this site need'nt bother again, He told me that he had & #s
few men in mind and to let him know when that would be, I thenked him and told him 1t
would be 211 zYove board and T would let Him know as soom &s T could. After spesking %o
Paddy, I went to the officee,. Sandra was polishing her nails when I walked in, slhe did'nt
bother speaking but kept on witk ter nails,, I went through, the boss was sitting #w =1
his desk going over some DPapPeErs, He looked up and smiled, tello Peter he said, I said,
TI've just come through the office, Sandra's sat polishing her nails, she did'nt ewven
look at me, hes she no work to do, He said she's supposed to be making & 1ist for the
yerd T want a load of stuff to go out first thing in the morning, well I said, shall
we scee how much she's done, oh &nd whet time did she get the order to do it,. the boss saic
this morning at helf past tenjth@nrjt nust be done by nowek I said y» will I shout for Her ¢
or you, he said leave it to me Peter snd watch and listen, don't say a wordright, right I
said. I got hold of a book and pretended to be looking through it, the boss shouted Sandre,
she said yes, he said come in,a minute, she opened the door without knocking and said well,
the boss ignored that and said’have you got that 1ist for me Sandra please, she said , I
have'nt finished it yet, you can have it tomorrow, the boss said now Sandra please , she
said well I broke one of my nails and it took a long time to figrl'll Have it ready by temo
tomorrow dinner, the boss said can 1 hawe it before you go home, ok no,she said,. I'm goin
2 bit early tonight, I've got a date with Andrew Stead, the boss said/would you like to go
now Samdra, she answered well why not, I might be a few minutes late getting in tomorrow
the Boss said Sandra, you can g0 now and he put his hand in his pocket and gave her some m
money, she smiled and said ok ta that'LLcome in handy, the boss said, thems your wages,
you're sacked, Don't come back , get your things and go now. Sandra was flaberghasted
but she szid , there's no but about’it,get gone before you get my foot behind your lazy
backside, she was off like a shot and started otying . The hoss gaid thanks Peter for not
butting in, I fleel Better already, anyway she was useless, I would'nt be surprised ifshe
has Yeen giving that Stead some of our estimates, no wonder things started getting 2 B -
slow, I told him about the §tead site I hadi wisited, and what Happened,. be said’ that He
knew 2 little Bit But did'nt know kio the persom was: that' tlew the gaff on him, I said’
that it was me;andiwhy,ha said that calls: for a drink: tonight Peter, 1 do Yeliewe that!
when word gets out atout his: jerry tuilding,. He'll loose a lot of contraets, serwéﬂ

him right ,, no wonder he aould afford to undereut, but e wont' any more will He,, I said

that I thought hHe deserwed a lessom after He sacked® ding dong ,I meam Normamn Bell.

the Boss laughed at that ,well' Peterhie said,yow will hawe to find me & secretary mow,,

of course tomorrow will do,tonightl we will enjoy ourselwes,We'lll heve a good nighte..
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Dinmer with the boss and his: daughter was a pleasant_inﬁnrmiSSianloﬁ”the interminable
preparation for omr marriage, Elsie had’ picked us: up from our House om time » a8 arranged’
and we were ushered into the dinimg roaom, the talle was laid for four, we took our seats
and Mildred serwed up tHemost succulent feast imaginable ,, hors—dueuvre,, fish soup;f
roast gammom with pineapple crantterry sauce,, roast?poxapoes:,,creamed‘paxataes” trussel
sprouts. carrots and' peas,, there was wine to drink with the meel' and for dessert,, there
was fruit salad and fresh cream: , small kendal mints in a faney little silwer barrel,
ecoffee and a drop of fine cognae, the ladies  preflering a Iiqueur. During the mesal,,
not one word off business or ewen our fotrtheoming marriage was: discussed! ,, there was plextly ;
off small’ talké& about local affairs and sport and of course the ladies spoke of the :
rightof’ the suffragettes and the difference it would make to the politieal’ scene. :

Sarah took leave of us to be showm round the house by Elsie,, the boss and I retired to

his study, whem we sat dowm,, he invited me to: talk: of' my plans after I was married, I
said that T intended to: build om the field next tor the recreatiom site, a big House
and install' all the amenities suchas, Gas, electrieity, water, a bathroom and kthings
of' that nature, there would have to be a good thieck hedge round for priwvecy and a nicely
laid out garden with a rockery and maybe a glass House for growing tomatoes and different
flowers, 21l this is possible because Sarahzinsistg,and im any case,, as you well know

she has the finaneial resoureesand,, her mother to back her up,, you knew that' the ldnd

for the public: baths was tought and given. to: the town bB¥ Sarah's motHer did'nt you, no
Peter,, I honestly did not, well I said,, please keep it to: yourself Boss,, it was given
on the understanding that you build your haths and recreation centre omr it, I only found
cut myself & couple of days ago, 1 also found out that Stead had put 2 lot lower tender
in tham you did, But misses king's lawyers inwestigated the firm amd did'nt like what they
diseowered,, so the instructions were that you got the contract, I might add boss: that I
knew nothing about this untill it was signed sealled and deliwered,, sucH is the way.
ofi misses King,, she can be a good 2lly for us and we hawe nothing to fear from anyone.
The boss said that he had had secret talks with her and her lawyers gjust after ke had
rromoted me and they knew all about my background and misses King vwas & womam who wanted
- the best for Sarah with all that money and wealth and she was in her own way quite capable
of ruiningr anyone who +tried to: put one ower ter, she was a great lady who did'nt like
class distinctiom neither did Sarah,. they said that the so called upper class was: riddled
with snobs and hangers onwith not an ounce of work in: their miserable bores,. that's why
she came here and is enjoying every minute of her stay here. Misses king will see to: it
that you are well looked after Peter but you must newer take her for granted ,, I know
that she thinks you're an honest good working man:who will tiry-to Help others;, she knows
about the incident with Stead's: and ewen the mam you Helped what's His name I think you
ealled him ding dong s; HOWw on earth did she find that outI said,, ah he said, Peter o
Misses King?employs many people,. investigators,. lawyers s»» and the like, she has to, there!’
Lgso muct at stake, anything to do with her daughter or you,, is her ptime Goncerm,, now you

must not under any @ercumstanges: diwulge what you know Peter, itt would ruin everything.
/&
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told the boss that I did'mt like the idea of being spied on, he said that no one did but

with all that wealth, and if you had a daughter wanting to marry someone, would'nt you do;
just the same, I had to admit that that was only fair, looking at it from: that point of wée
view, I would £ind out about any personm wanting to marry a daughter of mine , money or

not, she was quite right to do that,, I said that I supposed that she did¥% not want me

to Be upset knowing that I was the subjeect of serutiny, well boss, I'we nothing to hide

he said Peter, we all know that but’ it had to Be prowed did'nt it I said yes, I realise tha
now, well the boss said , Peter, I hawe to tell you that you and your family hawe gained

the respect and the lowe of the Kings,, you are now no more under their investigations

you are to be left entirely alone, and if Sarali's mother ever hears of anyone noseying

anymore, they will be severely dealt with,. theee's nobody at your elbow now so don't

worry about it any more. Now I8m glad we've had this little talke, from now on you can Tt

indeed Be a boss, in your own right because, after your wedding, from myself and Saral's

mother, with our blessing, you are a partener properly, you see as a wedding present,. I
hawe got papers made out ,. it was a deal I made with her that after you were married,,
I would make you a full partener but she insisted that she bought half of the companmy
to be given you after the wedding, she wants you to prpve that you can make the firm a
number one in the Yuilding trade, I told her that you were the man to do it and she said
T like him giwe him a try.. Now Peter, I'll be here to assist you any way you want, I know
you'll do your best but don'T be afraid of making mistakes, they will ocecur from time to ¥i
time, I make them and so does everybody,, as long as: you learn from them. I said, boss,,
do you think I'm ready for this,. He replied tﬁgﬁ_ﬁwhy notg I was'nt frightened, I was the
foward looking type and I had him to. adwise me prowided I went a little carefully at first
I said , well toss,, as far as I am concerned, you are the boss and you hawe the final
word, now I'm going to get Sam to checkk everything I take from the yard to Build my house,,
it will be entered and paid for, I would be grateful if you could find the time to: look
it over from time to time in your way as the boss and adwise me &as to How you think it's

going. He said that it would bBe a pleasure,, and he personaly would see about my bLanking

arrangements for signing checks and orderingsn material, I said that that would be fine
he said that it would be better if I did'nimentiom our little talk to Saral or anyone
for that matter, as it was to start after the wedding,. I was a Boss right now But a full
partener after ther wedding was a different kettle of fish, there would bYe meetings and
some big decisgions to be made and maybe a few headaches to share as well,, I said, toss,
ever since i came to; this firm you hawe taken an interest inm me and my work,, coming
every week, therefore,. I see no reason for me to: worry abbout anything when I hawe as
good a mentor as you always hawe heem to guide me dnmy mew life as: a partenmerituty,
please Dam't ewer florget, you are the boss will you. He replied that he would try to

make life as comfortable as possible for al1 of us to: the Best ot his aBiTity.
The ladies came W@k into the roam them and Sarah: said that she armd’ El'sie Had' Had
a good:talkcand nmow she was ready for lHome, we both: thanked the Boss andElsie for

their kind hospitality and they said that we must gome more oftem
: v
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The next few days were rather hectie, the wedding was not far off and” I Had a lot of shop
ping to doy, I had'mt evem Bought a ring for the occasiom andi om top of that,, Sarahvhad’leﬂ?
the deciskiom of best mam in the air, there wasa feeling of excitement arround” me, I coul
sense it , OSarah's mother had hired one of the new taxi eals to driwe Her arround, she
was hardly ever in the chip shop, quite suddenly I felt =agitated and annoyed,, people
were fussing about amd seemed to #@gnoring me for some reasom,, I went to- see Sam, He was
checking a list, I waited untill He had finishedthem I asked him why tHe change im attitude
towards me,, had I dome something wrong ar what,, Sam eceme up to me and putt His erm om my
beek; Peter lad he said,, just calm dowm a2 Wit and let me explaim,  you're getting wed
right, I nodded, he continued,, you may not Beliewe me whem I tell you tHat' the whole towm
is turming out ,, flags are going up amd folkr are getting prepared,, maturally, they dom't
want to: take away the surprise they hawe far such a popular chap and his Eride,, mot forget
ing the other happy couple,they are trying to awid' you so that they wan't giwe anythinmg
away,now,. I don' mind tellling you that I'we become inwolwed I'm glad to say, and ite
taking up quite & bit of time, I don't mind im the least,. the only thing, nmowe of us want
to doy is upset you, so:donm't go: mistaldnmg their attitude,, you understandPeter,, mow if youw
don't mind,, I hawe work to finisH,, and please,, no: offence meamt, right' Sam I said ,, none
taken,, I'1l see you eh ,. sure son he said then I left. I was still pondering over whol
should inwite to He Yest mam whem I saw Saralh walkimg towards me,, I hHurried foward to
meet her,, Seral Isaid,, is anything the matter,, no; she said,, I'we heen shopping and while
I was out,, I decided to meet you and hawe a little chat,, liy sorry if I startled you
darling, come and sit down next to: me om this low wall, we sat .. Now peter my boy, I think
that I would like mister spencer for Hsest mam, I said after 2 moement$ thought,, well
my darling,, it sounds a little unusuar_noithaming a2 chap of my owm age,, come to think of
it, what does it matter ,, I do like him,and if that's what you wanmt,, well,thats: what I
want as welll,, come on,, we'll go now amd ask Nim shall we, yes Peter, Tet's. We walked
into the office,, there was no Sandra, that was am improwement for a start, we went into
the bYosses offiee, he looked up and said, well now,. is that my new secretary Peter,,
then he held out his hand to Saral), how are you my dear,, welcome to my office, Saral
said she was quite well?thankyuu'and’wonld he Be good enough to sit' down,. we had something
of importamme to disecus with him,, he sat downm,, Sarah: sat facing him and” smiled' at" himthem,,
she said mister Spencer,. Boss,, do: you think: you aould spare the time to come to our weddingi
he said,. T would %e delighted toy, thankyou Saral:,, I said well boss,, its: not quite as simple
as that,, I said, I would deem it a great honour sir’iﬁ'you would eonsent to he my best
mam,. I know it will Be diffieult to get away But’ would you consult your diary and kindTly
let us know as soom as possible, time is gettimg short. H Iboked at us amd’ s&id ,, Saral,,
Peter, what a lowely thing to: ask off me,, I will be greatly Honoured indeed amd may I add,,
this is the Kindest thing I Hawe ewer had said to me im my entire life, I do: hHope that your
not going to wear top hat and tails,I look rédiecullous im them, I said, there's: no chanee
of that Boss,, T willl hawe a silwer tie though and a doulbile krested suit or, I think a nice
pale HWlue shirt +the suit will ke a light greyrhiack;shoeszI think: as well,, oW, you wont

B ming being at our house at nine orelock on the day will you, Rlsie would take you thers

t
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Dom!t you worry about that Peter lad, I most certainly will Ve tkere and thankyou botH,, he

said. with that out of the way, I asked if EI'sie might filT the gap of secretary tempor—
arily,, he said Peter I have newer thought to ask her thimking that she may have something
else on her mind,, ol I said,, them I will ask: her and if she turms me dowm, I won't' ride
in her eer any more,, that should make her mind up,, Sarah could suggest it mayYe,or would
you prefer to ask her yourself,, I thimk I had better ask. her myself, I'Il ask her at lunck:
she's picking me up and were going to town to: eat, would you like to- joim us,, Saral shook:
her head and declined,, the chip shop you know mister Spencer,, I must get back, the new
owners will be mowing in wery shortlyand I want to» be able to: make sure that everything is
put right Before they do, now if you would excuse us,, we must e om our way,, she smiled as
she leant ower the desk: and kissed Mim,then said ta ta mister Boss,, see you,, He smiled’
Back and said cheerio miss King'see you,. biye Peter amd thankg,l said bye toss ,I wawed
my hand as I escorted Sarak out of the office. As we went back to the chippy,. I said to-
Sarah,, I would never of thought of asking the toss to be my best man Saral, that was a &
good Idea come to think of it, I am proud of you Saral , you are clever as well ag pretty
that realy makes you unique,, well not quite, mother is a lowely womam and she has brains as
eell, it must run im the family,, ar'nt I the lucky onme.Saral was still smiling at that s
remark as we antered the shop, Mum was behind the counter withIwy, I said ,. fish and chips
with mushy peas please Mum,, Sarah said she was liwing on lowe Mum said that means Twice
Mumg asked us to go through and brew up for her and Iwy, Iwy turned from stirring the chip
smiled at us and said hello young lowvers,. I'll bring yours thruogh ima minut% will you
make a brew, I said I would,and went into the kitchem, Sarak had put the kettle om and
was setting the table,, I took & couple of plates throuklf’ dodMehe put our dinmers on then
she said help yourselves to peas I thanked Mum and went back with the plates of fish
and chips. Sarah and I, went into town aBaeshemd after dinner, we browsed arround for
a while looking at this and that then we walked passed a jeweler’s shop, I said,.hang on
a minute, I have'nt got your wedding ring yet my lowe, come on, let's see what they have to
offer in here. the shop bell rung as we opened the door, we entered, looked round a Hit the:
went to the display cabinet which was glass and looked im,, Sarali saw one that Tooked alrigh

the shopkeeper came to us them and asked if he could help us, we asked him to show us the

vavaddyyiggring on display ,, he said I'm afraid sir it is rather expensiwe,. T said would

you mind opening the case and showing it to us,, I could see, he was very reluactant, this

type of attitude gets right up my nose,, I said,. mister, we would like to see that ring
if you please right now, but sir he said,it's nearly thirtyfiwe pounds, I said and you
think I have'nt got thirty pennies never mind thirtyfive pounds, is that it eh, the man
winced at my voice, come sir he said ,there's no need to get angry, the door opened and
& very familiar voice said, hello Sarzh, Peter, having trouble, 1t was Elsie, I épotted you
from across the street she said, now mister Maylor, whrzdtseems to be the problem, I said
Tlsie,we wanted to look 2t 2 ring in there, I pointed, Sarah wants one you know, we thougk:
that one may be nice, Elcie zal? 10 the show kKeeper, mister haylowr, you heve just committed

B
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A cardinal sin, you have just lost yourself two of the best customers you're likely
tc\m&skﬁgeggad ever, serves you right you silly old man,, and I wont be coming inm againm
yEE&EFE"E"Ehob;Siq and T loath snobs good day sir, Elsie bounced out and Keld the door for

us,, eome on she s2id, ovefore I throw & wiilek ihrough his blooming window.  Elsie was
showing a a different side of her character to me and I liked it y; Saral said, Elsie
lowe, never mind I can probably find one just as nice further on, Elsie said, listem
Sarah , remember at school what I used to say %0 Yyou,yes Elsie, I do Saregh replied,.
when someone offends you, stamp om them hardand teach them some manners,, right Elsie
said, and sweetheart,. any body gives you trouble in this towm,, remember dear old Rlsie,
now , let's forget it shall we, I'll take you to my jeweler,, he's genuine enough,,
and just to prove it I'll stay outside for a minute end see how he treats youw. She took
us to a little shop hidden down a side street, now im you go she said,, I'1Tweit a bit,,
we entered the pokey little shop,. & little jewish man said goodafternoom and welcome to: my
little shop, what can I do for you please, I said that I would like to: Took at some wed—
ding rings please, certainly sir, ke said ,if you'll pardon me asking,, is it for the
young lady, I nodded,. Saral nudged me,, I said yes please, le took out three trays of
plain gold bands, I said noy no ,.a little bit nicer than those if you please, He smiled
and said, excuse me but theese are just for trying so I can get the correct size, I do
hope you don't mind, Sarah tried four or five before she got the right one, she said this
one fits, he said , well lady, may F suggest one just a fraction tighter, you see, many
ledies loose them when doing work in the house I can make them smaller or lerger but if the

lady feels thaet it is what she wants, then so be it. Sarah said I'll take your adwice and

try another one then,if you please, he took another out of ike tray and said, thHat will be
fiine I'm-surq'gérah.agreed_withhim end said thankyou sir,, then he pulled out a trayof
rings that were engraved with flowers they were very nice Sarah was looking at them and
Elsie came 1in,, hello: Solly she said,. ah,goodafternoon: miss Speucer -he said ,would you
please excuse me, I am serving a customer he said,, Elsie said go. ahead, as a matter o S
fact, I brought them here, now, I Hope you are showing your bBest rings S0l171y,. he shook-
his Head no I'm.not at the moementbut if they care to I can show them; ,, He went to the
back: of his shop' through some Beaded curtains and ceme back with some real beauties,, He sw=_
asked Sarah to choose onme, Elsie looked on as well, Saral selected what I thought was the
nicest one , plain except for athin garland etched om, the priee nine pounds ten,, I asked
Sarali to see if it was the same size as the one she tried op Solly said yes,, every one in %
the tray were the samesize ,. the next thing Sarah said was s @ould I hawe it altered later
if my fingers get fatter, he said , I can do that for you any time you wish it lady,. she
said that it was: the one, I said wrap it please, he told me , begging my pardonm that with
2 ring, it would Be far Better in 2 nice welwet lined hox iﬂ'would‘cost’nothihg}then He
wished us mueh Happiness and a long life. Elsie said,, now Peter, ean I take it to: Daddy,, He
will keep it safe untill the wedding, I said yes you can Elsie, but for heawen's salke
bring it to- the wedding,, Elsie laughed and- said,, iff he forgets it you'll hawe to “orrow

ome off my ear rings; they're I8t about: the r

LN ight size Saral,, with that I $131 Qs .
took: our leawe thankimg him very much., T PEifi Solly and' we
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Elsie 1led the way back to her car,, I said yom go
om ahead EIsie, I'm goimg to: the site,, Blsie said,, Peter Nelson, I'll take you but first I
want to show you. something, now Hop inand- Tet's He om cur way, it wont take wery lomg,
Elsie +tookrus through some narrow streets: tor a 1ittle knowm glass factory, I didint
like the smell of sulpher and said soy, El'sie said,., folllow me ,Saral: and’ I followed her imto
a long room with a glass roof,, It was: more pleesant in there and we Togked round, there w&:
were 211 sorts of things alli made of glas&;,; chapeame im bBehind’ us: and asked us our
Husiness, Elsie said that there was suposed’ to be a speceisl chandelier somewhere,, where
was it,, the man said why,, El'sie said listem youm,, bring your boss, now,, the mam went out,.
a middle aged man ceme im,, HelTo he said,. cam I Help yomu good peoplle,, EIsie said, excuse
me But are you the owner of this place,. yes: he.said“,, I'm E]‘T?si‘e Spencer she said),, now
about that chandelier,, olt. yes madam he said),, Elisie said), miss , Ibeg your pardem miss;,, he
said, we have it made and if you would come this way please, he tock us: up some steps alom
a gorridor and into: another large roam,, he a2sked’ us: to wait ,we waited then there was z knock

o the door,, & girl came into the room amd ¥roughitus some tea om & tray ,thape was milk:

and suger and spoons,. the cups and sauceers: were bome china and' we sat down om some hHighly )
polished chairs , I slipped ofiff they were that highly polished,, the girls laughed ,, T rightt
myself just as the door opened and’ twos workmenm entered! ecBrryimg a large case, they put it
down on the floor and went out. The owner came baek and asked us: If our tea was: satisfiaato:
we said yes and thanked the mam, he said that he hoped we did'wt mind; but: the thinmg had
Heen packed ready,, he would open it ageim and. shHow us,, this He did) and Brought out part
off & gorgeous chandelier,. it was. exquisiite,, the glass was sparkling,, I asked about
acgeidents and breakeges he replied' that if that should happem,, the glass ecould’ be re—
placed, Elsie said, your looking at mime and Daddy's: wedding present to you,, How do you
like it, we said thankyou very muclh them we Woth kissed: Ellsi'e and® she saidi ,Peter, It was:y
worth it iff only for that,, Sarah smiled and’ said Elsie,, and she wagged a finger at Her,,
El'sie laughed' and said,, don't worry my pet,, Peter an®t’ I hawe a pact that says I must Be a ¢
goad girl, I made & promise.. We trooped Htack: to: the c'a-r and® Saral: thanked the mam ,. as
arranged it was: put into storage untill asked for, then it was: to e delivered and’ put
up: on the ceilingby their own crafitsmem. Blisie dropped me off at: the site and I thanked’
ber, she took: Sarah: btmak to the chippy and: then went to the offiee to: Help her Dad. The
site seemed quiet as I wandered round: them I heard the whistle ,, the soumds famiTlliar to» my
earsreasured me that: Sam was: im charge,, I reached' the caldim as: two men were leawing, I
asked their HBusiness, they told me to: mind* my owm, I told them who: I was, they said that
im that case,, woulld' I Be interested im hiring two bricklayers: firom dowmn southy, I said not,, #
the mem flor that was im the ealim, ift ke said’ nwm then there was: nothing I eould® doy, they
eelled me & dirty name and. left,, Paddy walked' up and said). wateh them: two> mister Peter, thej
are up to no good,. right Paddy I said,. come im the emlim, we went im,, Sam was: satt wiiting
a report out,. he looked up 2nd said’ them: two rasesls from Stead§, they wanted a jok, I told e
em to: op it,, I dom'T trust themy, I think It erlls for oId Gavim Parker tonight a'ga-i'm,
T'1T send the tea lad” for himand remind® himto fetel his dog , I said’ yes,. and I'I1
‘.e%let the local police know what's going on, that'll fix them: alright,, good idea Sem said.
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I was worried,, the two memywere om my mindj, I eould”nt shake from:me a fleeling of unease;,
I mentiomed it to Dad: at tea time,, Josh and’ Bolb came to: talkc alibut the wedding,. I dom't
know why but I mentiomed® it to> them as: welll, Jash said that the only thing to do was: tom
go later om tonight and' see for myselif,, I said' I would do that and” Both of them said,, motr
without us you dont,, Dad's: voice came from the Back kitchem, you leds: planning to go out
tonight,, them you can come with me,, I'm going to walkk round that Building site and if

anyone wants to come with me,, they e2n do ,. But It will He late om aboutt midnmightt or
& quarter past,. meet me at the chippy But aoutside,, we dont’ want them lassies: Bothering,
I said to» Jash, I thinkcyou'd Tetter tell Ireme to stand By justt im case, we might:

need treatment,. you mevwer know do you,. thats: right Bolt said you newer do,, I saidto

Josh, what shift is Ireme om, He surprised me by telling me thati she had finished there:
the matrom was an:old battle axe and Ireme told HWer where to get off.. she stopped hHer
for a week,and Ireme told her thatt she, (the mat’rrcnéw.ou]?&? te lieawing shortly,, Irene took:
Her uniform: off there and' them and threw itt 2t the matrom, Irene said that' tHe plsece -
was more like a prisom than a hospital ,, she has writiten to the council and’ expressed her
disgust at the confditioms: that prewaill there at the moement, and’ whem ht;r Dad’ gets: here
im two- days,. shHe's going with hHim to sHow }iinrj‘along with some ecouneiTors: and she HopesihR€ije
old Widdy. gets the push, the younmg nurses are terrified oft her;h:ut‘ she piecked’ & wrong one
when she picked' on Irene,, oft aourse{the matrom does'n¥ know that Ireme's Dad peid for
Half of it Being tuilt,, wont she get a s Hook when she fimis outh I said® that 1T —
treatment off patients is a wery serious charge,, it will te interesting toget to kXnow the
outcome, Josh szid that he would fImd out and let me know. that reminded me,I said to
Josh that if Ireme wanted a good’ joty, she could see me tomorrow mornimg at haif past mine
and I could put something Her way but she musH e onm time at aur office,Josh said thanks:
Pete,. I said mind you,. tell her thHat st work,, I am a different kettle of Ffish tham away,
from it, I'll not forget Peter he said' thamks. agazim, I said’ well ,what are mates for el
After leawing Saralh and Her mother that night, I pretenmded to go: Home, Dad ¢ame and
told me to go home znd change,, the deecent clothes had to be kept deeent he said, I ran
home and changed, whenl got back; they were watimg for me, Dadj, Bol and’ Josk, we set of'f,,
I mentiormed Gawim and” his dog, there was: the smell of smoke coming from z pile of new
timbter,, §awin was t‘h’ere,h’-e told’ His dog to> e silemt andi stay ,Dad said" quick, Peter yow
get that flire aut with fawim, we'Ilisecout round, come om lads: and® keep It quiet), thereS some
thing goimg om, they started that fire deliterate,. Gawim and’ 4 tacikled thHe fire andt! Had® it
out in ten minutes, ahdto make sure,, we doused the lof‘ uith water;, old %awi*'m was: Hopping mad:
heset off with His dog and caught one mam destroying the bags: of cement ad pouring watter om
; ity. the poor fellow was Bittem wdddc by olad gavcim's» dog two more mem were caught by Bob
i he chased them tight into: the path: of Josk andDad , they did'nt stem¥ am earthly, Dadmade th
them: take their trowsers offaad made them wait for the poli'ic:e, the Witten mam went to Hog e
pital’ then we found' two> more hiding they were supposed’ tosaw through: some Beams: in two:
houses being roofied. there would hawe Been & nasty acxidenmt had they done the job,, it turm{

out_ that young Stead had’ paid the men: to do. the Joi, the two men lookding for =z joXx the
prewious: afternoom. just wanted’ an excuse to case the Q'#e gite so that theywould' know

s TUT whene /5. Go.



That night,, six men were leld in tHe police station,, they were cherged with arson, trespass
and a lot of things the police thought of, they were sent for triel leter, five of them
were sent to prison:?mt'wo to five years, it seemed that they had done that sort of thing %

Heﬁore, young 8tead was fined one hundred pounds, and giwen two.months prison,-& few months

itexSteads, the Builders went bankrupt and out of Dusinesse gy 214 T decided to Sl TR AEE
with the traditional Yachelor's night,, we aonsidered the street narty wouldBe enoughy,
Sarald and Iwy were toa Busy to Bother about a Hen patiy, that wasnot in their intereet
zither , the night Before the wedding, we were all too busy preparing anylow,. ewven JosH,
was Kept busy, the alip shop was shut and misses King was =ti1l using the texieceb going
sbout meking sure that everthing wag as it should’ Be, the strest was pleparing as well,,

Mags and Bunting was strung across the street,, and front room 1ights were on. in #He

hHouses,, this told me that folk:were getting the things ready for the big do, it was zs
if” the whole strest was getting married, and mot just Bo® andl,, ah well T hoped they

'
had a real good day tomorrow znd knowing them ,, T dere say that they would. T was up at

eight, I raked the fire ,, pusked the damper up and made sure that the Voiler was fulm.

EfYer $idying round the fireplace,, T filled the Kettle, then T swept the kitchien floor,
T was +thinking of putting some dripping intor tHe frying pan when there was a Xnoek at the

door,. T went and unlocked it then opened’ it,, Josh stood tHere,. T said ,. Now Josb,. come iwm,

dont stand there, Fe ceme in and said, T hope youu dom't mind Peter, tut I've sent ome off
them new taxigaebs to pick:up your aunt Daisy she liwes:so fiar away and I Hoped yow
would'nt mind ,. have I done th’éylrigh't' thing,, I said,, Jash,, if it was'ot for Fou.,I dont
what I'd doy, you are a goad mate and’ thanksmow, stop: and have 2 cup of tea with me,. the
kettle's just about Boiling,, we went imto the kKdtehem, the kettlle was singing away so I
got two pint pots and mede us Bosth some sargent major. JoshHIsaid, I'm just goinmg to make
a bit of Breakfast, do you: want some,, no thanks Pete,, I'we Had some,, But thanks for the
inwite,. I have 2 lot to see to Txeﬁb.x:e I get readyso I811 see you im chHurgh right, and
good lucl Pete,, I thanked himr and” He let himselfl out.. Ded’ was: the next to: appear, Hhe
boB¥ed his slightly wrinkled and unshegwen: face round the doarway,. wished m@ good” morning

and asked flor a pint of tea, he said that Mum was om Nher way down and' she would® make

Yreakfiast,, I made a cup off tea fior her read‘.y' then. T put some more water im the Rettle

thie eoal scuttle was empty so: I went intor the Becks and: £illed i¥ up, when I returned,,

Mum was im the kitchenm drinkding: her fea, I wisled her good morning and’ she replied’ then 4k

thanked me for tlie tea,, what doo twor of you want for brezkfast she asked), Dad said,le would

settle for sausages: and toast,. I said® that'll do me as well Mum; please,, twenty minutes
later,, we were sat down at the tabile. Mum looked through the window,. som she said , its
goimg to He 2 lowely day for you: ,, I'm soypleased , Dad® said,, there's teem & lott of toing
and filrowing up and’ down,, you'd t‘h‘inﬁ: all the street were gettinmg married, I Hope my new
Boots dont ereak: whem I'm: walking im: church, Mum saidPeter, I'we Beem looking ad your new m&t

suit,, IIfke it , & nice silwer grey,, are you wearing that Wlue shirt with it as well],

thats it Mum'I said,, my,she saeiﬁ’; you: willl ook a toff, O Mum,I said’ I forgot to get that
wat‘dif, Dadsaid,, dont you frett aboutt that som, Sarah. Handed it to me Tast might I'we got it

upstairs for you lad -

what time are you getting reaaX» -



I told Dad that he oould bath first if he wished; the Yoiler was fulll and there would Be #
ample for Yoth of us, I intend to put some more in in any case when you hzve got what you

want out of it,B'ec‘ause Fum night want' some as well, right son he s2id, I'11 get It over with -

<k

now. The water in the boiler was hot enough so Dad g0t the tin Bath down off the packyerd
wall 2nd tokkK it into ouglittle shed, Mum geve him some white soap sa.ying’sh‘e did*at

want him smelling of earbolie in church , He took. his shawing cup and soap then Nis
leather Yelt he hung on @ m'ﬂ'.l,,,, took. out his open razor and began to strop it on his
velt, when he was satisfied' with the razor's edge, bhe foamed his face and with a Tew =iy
deft strokes, he was ready for his seaond run;. once &gain a fine good® lather thengver
with the razor, wiping it on 2 bit' of newspaper to: remowe the stufff from. the blade then

he was fiinished. He went into the shed then shouted to me to take him his. fresh clothes
he meant his John-L 's andi ¢lean west ys When he was: dome,, e put his. trowsers on and

nipped back: in the house then he ran upstairs to get dressed.. while,. alll this wasg: going on

I had replenished the#® Loiler and’ mioked® stod€ed the fiire , Dad Lad® left me to empty the
bath and wash it out, I first off all shawed! with a safety razorthen I got some scented
soap that Sarah had lefit', pp- put them im the shed® and got a cleam dry towel from Mum
and took that im, By that time the water im the boiler was: Hot enoughh for me,, I took enough-
for 2 Beth then I put some more in the boiler, I had my Beth and cleaned the Bath then
hung it Yeek up in the yard.. I was dressed and ready U¥ the time the flowers: cEme,,
two sprays and three Buttonholes. s SPTrays f£or my Mum: and aumtypg{';yth‘e buttontoles: for Dad
mister Spemnez; and mryselig' I asked Dad for the watel,, he said son,, et me show you how tom
put it through your waistaoat, I let him and’ the ruﬁy hanging from the gold chaim digq make
gz difflerenme,, although I say it myselif, I did Took presentabTe.. The hoss arriwed righit: om
time,, T sat Him im the front roam am{‘eknmwi'rrg Dad,, there was now meed for an introductiom
Dad” got the malt whisky out and gave us all 2 smelll drop , the toss: said’ thet the church Tel1
were ringing, I Yooked at my watch,, it caught the ltosses atter.rtiom,, Peter te said, may I,
I took: it out placed it im my hand, and’ showed it to- him,, my word Peter Le said,, what =a
lowvely piece, eheld it for a moement' them put it bmek,. I returnmed it to my pockety, thats
& reall watch Peter he said anmd’ worlki a fortune, I said’ I know that, it telonged to: Sarah's:
fatler,. ak,. I see He said,, well,it suits you and’ you do. loak: very smart Peter,, I thanked Kinm
and said ,, fior a Yest mam,. you'll do me proud’ Boss,, he said’ Peter,, please, today, if you dom'%
mind,, I would' appreciate your calling me by my fiirst mame, it is: Daniel; or Dam to you,. I
szid’ righte DanieI?;, it will ke as you: askg, hut after that it will Be boss whiech is only
right and proper, and while I'm at it, thank yow Bamiel for teing my Best mem, T too
appreciate what you're doing fior me todzy,, and’ that gorgeous: present, it' reaiy is megmifi.
icent,. while we were talking, Mum had! Yeen getting ready,, sle eceme im, she had om 2 mew twep
fiecme suit; glowes,and Beg to match, amd 2 big flowery hat om she looked like a grami’ du
~ cliess,, I smiled went up to her and kisged H'ex; Mulm,I sa&id yaur do loaok- gramd,, the hoss:
s&ld aHarming misses Nelsomy, chiarming I do say thakyouu kindly mister 8penceer,. you zre
im fact the perfect gentlemam, I am. im faet proud that you are P‘et‘erhﬁ best mam,. the

Ues¥ choiae possible if I may say so, I field' my Hand up,. parden meT said but I tHime we
Bl and” Jogk

must Ye going,, thHe timeis getting near,, we will €0: in tHe first landad ,

e S B . em



Were already in churcl, they loaked round” when: we entered, sniles were excliange ed’ and’
s whispered conversation followed as we sat in the front pew witd them ,, T thHink: we're a
Bit early,, no,, we're just about on: time, I Hope they arrive fogetler;, yes, so da I, T

wonder I I'm on the proper side ,, oft donT Bother about that ,, we'll get sorted out whem He

they do come,Il Toaked round, MNum and® Dad’ Had' arriwed), so Had aunﬁp@igyand‘BﬁB'S parent%
Sargent butler,, his wife, daughter,and sonin 1aw, our Beat Pabby and his misses, the churck
was Yegimming to fill up, the organist started playing some sort of musia(l wag'nt struclk:

But I expected it, then I Heard some cresking Boats, it reminded’ what my Dad said Fiest
tHing this morning,, T locked round, it was my Uncle and’ aunt walkingﬂim} If they were
in,, thenIwy and Sarali were not far Behind), sikx or sewem more minutes:would do. TH, &IT
tlhiese thoughts whizing through my mind,, then: tHe organ. stupped,, the elier came im and’
tHe wedding merech started,, tHe hoss sazid come onﬂaut;wiiﬁgﬁ s we got up, I stole-2
glance 4, Ivy was first with Her Dad,, It seemed that he brought Iwy who. Had” to wait for
Sarali comimg, so Ke took Ker Mum in first then: went’ back, Saral was escorted By Ler god
fzther, tlienk god He was wearimg 2 suit like we were,, and‘hot‘tails,tﬁe servige was: a
very lentliy one and we were glad wien we weaul Into the westry to sign the register. Ixy

and Fo®: led’ the way out with their entourage then Sarelh and I followed  with ours, they
the Yrides BothH kissed the chinmneyigweep and we got inios the third 1aaddu. I ‘iswe aws7er

seen. ,
aeé%ééﬁé; a cooud, rice @ad'aonfatti strewn all over,, Hefore we could move away from the

A
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church, we had our photcgrsphs tzken for ¥ the news pepers,the flash frightened the Forses

w

but ,men in the crowd keld them &nd were rewarced by Sarall's Mum in the baek lendeu, ¥l
throwing money into the crowd. To cap it all,, there was a Band marching im front of us,,

it took- us about an Hour to get to our street, then both sides were lined with residents
there were cheers,, flags waving, tHe Bznd was making a racket and As I locoked behind us
mother(Sarak's Mum) was having the time of her life, she was smiling and wawing and ewery

y%Eg or so she would throw pennies to; the kids, we left the Band there,. and trotted om to t

the masonic hall, every inwited guest was in their place as we waikedin, we were clapped
righr to our table,, I felt very embarressed but 1t was soon over with. 7T spotted Sam
and his wifé;hen there were thelads from the site , Elsie grve me = wink anad 2 saiTe,,
Bok: and Iwy looked across at me I smiTsd. at them and as:we sat down,Saraliszid,, darliag
has¥T it Yeen wonderfl, I replied yes and surprising,, the oss turned to Sarail and said,

T is,, Dad gavs

ot
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my dear Sarah,, you look:breathtaking‘, my word what a gorgeous: dress: th

me a Big grin, Sarah's Mum had been crying but smiling at the same time, ghe was very

happy,, the vicer szid grace,then. the f2ast Begam. consilering fthe auaber oI o

sitting downto the Banguet,, the serwiee was: wery good, even the plates were warm. and the

fbod was exweelent, I turned to mother and remarked on. it j;n& gaid she knew how *o
B . 5 b R TR

organise‘sne was: the tops, she smiled and sald thenkyou Peter. After the neal and the =rs

toast , tlhe eurtains opened there was a band on the stage end right 1a Trout were two

1 8-

identicle weddi g cmkes, there was a lvtoyropher theve as well and

B
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and cut the acake. the bar was: opened’ and' the drinks were all free, we mingled with the

guests fOr a wn1¢e’ then I got hold of 3ok and took. him to Matler so ke eaul?d thenk Per
oy 44 ; - N - N = bR Lo
for putting on & super show, Beh vwas enbsrrassed but he was: uyoon put’ 2t ease, motHer



Todd Him that she Had enmjoyed’ ewery minute &nd would’ do it all' ower agaim iff she apuld,,
Botb kissed® Her and thanked MNer, and! said that iff at any time she need’ed hHis serwices, e wouli
Be Happy to oblige ,, Iwy cmme up them and’ thanked Her im the usual femininme way, them
she turned to me and said), ar'at you goi ng to Kisas thHe ¥ride Peter, I said certainly Iwy :
Towe,, I di’d(‘ then I said to Boly, where's. Sarah got toy, Bobk szid that hfe had already: takem tih
literty. now sHe was Weing photographed), I loaked round' amd’ saw & large group of admirers:
watehing Sarah Bteing photographed,, I gratiied’ HolWd: off mother's: armand’ szid’ pliease come
with: me mother, I spotted Dad and Mum, I wawed them to come ower, they pressed” through and

we mede ocur may to Saral's side,, T toId the photograpler, o toke pliotos of all of us,

then of just Sarah and I, then I asked mnatler to lHawve her's taken om Her own, then Dad

with Mum , tlhen the three of them’I wanted one of thHe Boss and’' I to-geth‘erl then one

with Elsie ,, the boss and Saratand I, then once agaim alli of us only thHen was I satisfie
Sam came up so I asksd' the photographer if He had! any plates: 1"eﬁt; I said tHem take onme of
Seam: and! I to:get‘lier' this He did them I told” him to gw and! get! some more plates: and! come:

brek: ,, we had"nt fiinished, I wanted ome withi thw Hoss, Sam, myself, and' the lads from

the site.,. I also wanted one off the three off us meamimg Josh Bobh and’ myseif ,, tHem

the complete doulile wedding cr::rowdil the photographer was at ittt untill quite late im the
a-ﬂ‘"t"ernqom thien the site twoys. gawe me their surprise,, theybrought im & woodem erate and

pﬂac:ed";it’ in  the middYe off the flomr, I was asked to opem i, I Broke opem the crate,,

took: some wrapping off this articlle then stood! bmek and looked at & realy magmificemt
statue of a Yricklayer bBuilding 2 wall, I was so embarrassed with gratitude I &id"mtt ¥now

whereto turm, and to surprise me ewen:more,, all the mames: of the men who worked om the

site were insciled on the plinth 2lll the way roundj, that was: something to» Behold, T

thanked them: alll and’ said thatfeould'mt Have wished for a tetter presemt from: them,

I turned to Sarah and’ sa"zd 5 G2rling,, your lookimg at the finest Buneh of lads ever to
work: oma tuilding site and’ I am proud’ aff ewery one of thHem, Sarakh smilled’ and® hlew them

a  kiss,, wherely they all troke imte» singing , ﬁb'r/ He's a jolly gond fellow them they

clapped and cheered’ ,. I put my arm round: Sarah: and we wawedi to, them all and tHamited’ them .
agaim. I said to Sam,, let them all Hawe what' they want at the Bar Sam andi thank you old ’

friend). He patted’ my Hmek: as: I walked away with Saral,, Sarab or impullse turned beck: and

planted’ & kiss om Sam's cheeks that' Mrought more clieering as we walked away.. I got Mum and
Dad’ along with motHer together, them I took & Hottle off chiempagfe and poured them a glass:
each and tookr one myself, I raised my gla ss to them: and! said to: the nicest family z mam
eagn ewer Hope to> lueky enougghﬁkfawe,. god Tless: yow allle. They a1l drank my Healith and? I
as=KRed" to) de excused’ ffor & moement,, I went for the toss: and Elsie,, thHey were sat om their
owm quiet‘l’t}t talking,, I asked them to jodm us’ they smilled’ and! aceepted), 1 escorted thHem
into> our oompany, thHen we sat at & Tablle and talked UYetweem outselwes: untill the
place was dearedi'ﬂbr dancing. whem ewerything was ready, the Bend: played a chiord), everybod
stopped what they were doing and listemed to the anmouncement, would the Happy couples pleas
start the danming and them lets Hawe a real goad northerm B2l1Yl. It was: a nice slow walse
t’l.iél four off us: started offff,. Half way through we changed’ parteners: them eweryhody Joineq in.



T Had noticed that Sarals god parent was not withus. shortly after the bancuet, Serall seid

At
[

+hat he zent his apolgies, bBut had to get back, he had 2 very urgent® busines: meeiing wi

& very imporant ¢l ient who Lad speciel nessenger Lo tzke him Veck wit Him, howewve
€

He had made him weit untill after the beancuet Yefore he méde his depariure,, he

to return wi n a few deys and would meke it up *to us. the celetretions went on end Sarsl
tolé her mother that she wes going Lome to chenge resdygfor the trip to scotlend; my

bzgs were already peeked so I only hed to pick them up. Sarali's mum insisted on going »ith

prevwent her, I did'nt nind and Baral, Wruld“n%‘commaf

ier so there was nothing T could ¢o o
YFotler's texicebB. was still waiting for her outside the wesonic Hall
tte «hip shop . Mother Had purposely come with us to tell Sarall and I about her good

fortune,, that is, Sarali's, mother seic thet she knew that we wanted to be alonm Bu¥ just

this once slie wanted to speak to ug without eny interference; Sarai said, first mother,

=3

T must take *thic dress off, will you see to 1t later for me plesse,and pack 1% away For me
mother azgreed and Sarah shot upstsirs changed and was back ready in a few minutes.. Now
Fother she said, what must I hear , Mother said, Wellit seems thet you are the sole

ovrner of two more plantations in €ylon, Simon, your god fether Les Just received confirm=

atiom that the disput@ that has gone on for years,, has finaly beeni resolved, procf of
ownership By your father has at last been found and the courts nave dzciiied that &ll

T L
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3 together with everytihilng elss  cuacerniag ihe

antations must Ve Hended

bed

over to you within a monti Howewer, if you wish 10 se

, 1, thers are Fiwve or six DHurers

ready to offer a good price, % Hawe saidl that you are in no hurry o sell, and will
things over first, I thought it Best Darling, you dom't want' them to: think: that you wantt
to selll,, the pricn would® drop and® that is what they're afifer, Saral said, mother, I donm't
know the first thing about finanee so: I think It is Better if I left you onthat sort of
thing, what do you: think Peter,, I said, mother is the test organiser there is,, I reckom
that sort of thing needs careful thought and mother knows: best how tor deal with: that sort
of proBlem, wlen we get Hack; I know that mother will always He here to guiﬁé'uS'imvany
transactiom that may crop up 2nd, flurther moe®,, you my dear wife,, always Hawe the last say.
I think- that I am better at sitting’and’liSténingzan&fonly then ¢an I, with your permisé
iom, say what 4 think;, afiter alll you are a wery lucky girl to: Hawe such a2 talented mother..
Please Donm't flatter me Peter mother said,, I'm not,, I said’ I am speaking tlHe ®ay I see
it,, Saral,, e honest with me and! tell me , dom't yow thinke that your mother is Tetlier
at that sort of thing than I am,, yes Peter sHe answered), you're right!, mother, will you
take care off it like always,, mother saidy I woulid! lowe to But ,. I wiIll try and teach yow
Yo th tHe 4dns: and outs: of the money game,. some you wim and’ some you draw, you newer lose..
Peter, ocan I ask:you & personzl questiom she said), go: aHead I szid), we're all family; well
she askeq;how muchH money are you taking with you tos SeotTland) ch"!‘sai&” about thirtyffiwe Dee
poundk, why do you asky, motler said, well if you Toaks im thet small Hlue esse of Sarab's,,
yow will fiind another fifity and thatt is firom me to you as a gift and I dom't want to
Hear any more atout it,, Erimg me something mi‘ee firom Scotlamd’ as & Keepsake will yous. I
went over to Her, put my arms round’ Her and’ ki'ssed Her,motlier I said you reaTy beat the band’
qont'youh It was time to go to. the station,mother still had the texi standing by, we used



We rode passed the street party unobserwed, the texi having made a slight detour for ny ==
Berefit , I colleated my Beags, the station was only. a few minutes azuay and mother flhesed
#bout our rail tickets, yes Tsald T hed them in ny pocket,. yesmother T hed reserved 2 compar
tment, yes I had booked at Kle metropol in Eoln}e%e@&qgh for they owvernight stay , I will ¥
keep en ® eye on tHe bags, Sarah said , mother please, yes alright Saralbut walt untill
yow: lave a daughter going away, Saral replied that they may be all sons,, the station
approacli saved us from anymore TFuss. there seemed’ to Be a lot of people a2t the statiom

srgent Putler and bis constalle were the first to. meet us,, I'm afreid that word got out

(423

you were om your wayPeter, so. most of the folk. ingisted seeing you uffy, Jim , my constalle
and I,will clear a path for you though,, they are a bit unruly But good natured with it so
the sooner you are on the traim, the Better,, thenkd sargent I saidy. let's go,. the trzim was:
im so we elbpwed our way through,, Jim the Yeat® holiby offered to: take our Wags: so we let him
I put & protecting arm round: Saral,, afiter a lot of Heak: slapping and clapping, we got to»a

our reserved compartment, mother came im and: sat down for & mimute,, she Hoped we had & nid
journey , was our compartment alright, andd pllease look: afiter my little girl, I Had expeat

e-d those words 1o Be uttered tefiore now however, that meant mother was ready to depart en
and leave us alone at last, Mother got up, gavwe Saral: a2 kiss them gawe me owe, Icoked me
in- the eye and saigd, Peter, please, steady ek, I knew what she meant and s.aiﬂ' promise, she got

out and® the door shut with a clunk,, I let the window dowm and® we Hoth leamed outf, a porte:

ram By the side off the traim slamming doors: to, them, the guard’ blew His. whistle , the

trein driver tooted in response, then there was 2 slight lureh foward ,, the engine wheells
spun round rapidly as:the Brakes were released] great clouds of steam billowed out from.
the engine and we slowly moved foward, we wawed to the crowd: and’ mother, confetti and
riege once agaim showered on: to usy. the crowd® cheered' and' mother waved’ her handkerchief
we: waved untill they were out of sight,, we passed the signal gantry, end’ went  under a s®a]
smalll bridge the trazin pickingup speed as we rollied along,, I put' the window up amd’ thenm
we:ssat down, Bothk of us said ph’éw,, thats that, now, we're om our owm at last,. there were:

a few stops along tlhe way But we pullled’ im to: Princess street statiom right omr time..

We did'nt expect & taxi to» be waiting for us tut there was,. ecourtesy of the Hotel om
arrizal ,ue receiwed’ a welcoming Hamishake from the menzger, He snapped his. fingepsemmr

a young man ran to> us and’ took our kags ,, he was dressed im a well Wuttoned suit' and wore a
pilldox l;iat‘ witha chinstrap,, the mamager esaorted us to: the reeeptiom desk and said to

the younglady Yehind the desk,, Mister and misses Nelsom, ome night thie Homeymoom suite,,

follow me please sir,, He led us up two flights of stairs and aleng 2 corridor, all
we:1T aemrpeted , and to & door at the end,, he opened the door and! Bade us: enter, there

was anice big fiire going and’ 2 lottle off champagne om a smalll table cnmpllmeg‘ts oﬁ /""“
manafge ment, a big wase off flawers en the table in tbe middle of the room ang ccrd’ with

a tassel om the end of it, the manager asked us if we llkzeg‘ﬂ, was it to our satisfactiom

iff we needed aznything at al]l. anytime,day or night,, just rimg the %ell ,. He poimted to the «

cord’ the Belll Yoy entered® with the Hmgs, He put tHem dowm and was zBout to Deawe whem T

said), wait a moement,. bere, I gawe him fiwe shillings: He saluted’ me thanking me,

a 1~ -
e manager wished us a pleesent stey end’ left, efter giving me & key to the coor. nd” leftu.



We explored the rest of the suite yy & well @garpeted Bedroom, abathroom that was tiled,, a ===
small lavatory and a balcony that you could stend on and look over part of the eity . T
took a quiek look under the bed,; yes it was there ihe inewvitable peo , now why a chanter
pat under the Bed when. tHere was a lavatory Handy, that was peculiar, I supposed that amog
e

who smoked could use it for an ash tray , T eould'nt see anything else that tWey could us

wel 1,‘ NEither Sarah or L% smok-ed" so we would'ntbe needing it,, Sarall said that sHe would
like something to eat‘l maybe a sancwicelt or itwo and a pot of tez2, T pulled the cord, inm less
then two minutes, a knock on the door answered our summons, I opened the dbor, you rang
sir' the thHin young men standing in front of me asked). yes I =aid,, coulld we please Have some
sandwicHes and’ 2 nice pot of hot tea with the usual milk and' sugar ,, the man asked what se:
sort of sandwiches we prefered;, I turned to Sarah what sort of sandwiches 40> you want darliy
Isaid, Saootiishi cheddar she szid, I repeated it to: the mam andl he said vwery good sir ., I'1]
Bring them right away, he turned and went dowm the corridor, I shut the dbor. Afew minutes
lat'er' the sandwiches arriwed,, I gawe the manm half a arown, He thanked me asked me if there
would bte anything else ,, I said no: thankyou and® he lefit,, I closed and locked the dbor;
The: samiwiches were firesh and the tea wery satisfiying, Saralh and I emjoyed them, af‘t‘erl'
wez put the tray on the t‘a‘l‘rl’.el and’ sat om the Yedi. We slowly began to: uddress,we were Both
2 little embarrassed at first bBut ews our passion and love for each other evercame all
other emotions, and our marriage was consummated. Im: the morming,, we Both bBathed and wentt
down for Breakfast,, the maneger was there to greet us, and Sarah said that we may as well staj
two more days 1f it was conwenient, the manager was delighted] and szid that it would Be
to our adwaniage to use the hotel cpurtesy ear which He put at our d'ispo_sall and them
asked us if we would Be ¥ack for lunch we said yes, and that we would Have dinmmer that night
be said’ that iff required, he would get us tickets to' a show or whatewer we wished,, we thank
him for his kindness and szid’ that we prefered to use the ear and driwer,. and just do = §i
littl'e sighit seeing,, this: arrangement suited us perfectly. Afiter btreaffast, Sarah said
that she would go shopping, I:'acmnmpaniedi her into: the eity,. the driwer was wery Helpfull
and said that he would keep am eye out for us, le told us that he would mot Be with us
for half’ an hour,, he Had: to go: an errand fodrthe manager,, we told Him not to: worry and p4

pick-us up later. there are some nice but expensiwe skops imr the city Howewer s Saral
wanted to Wrowse,and so I followed;, I saw a beautiful' bedspread im one shop I 1iked,
Sarali said;, ol no,, you might get the same ome om the market only Half as muck, lets: wait
and see eh, I said you're right of course darling, I said that I would Hawe to tuy = Yot
off presents ,, lhere was the Boms for being test mem, Elsie,, Joshk , mother,, Mum ,, Ded),
Sam and T would like to Buy Bod and’ Ivy something and' last tut not least),, there was
youe. Peter she said ,. obwiously I'm moct sure yet, But it could He possihlle that
I alread¥y hawe mine,. she laughed I said Saralt, you know what I meam ol yes she said.
and’ darling you kmow what 1 m'eam'dom't you Peter,, I saidl yes my lcme, and them I keptt
quiet atout the sulpject.. We found a market and as we were going towards: it the driver
approecihed us and! said, if you dom't mind I'1L just walk: Behind youw round Here, pick —

poxkets you kmow, and’ 21thou

th
a2y Bee &h the stallholders: are hcnest enough,.

there are ome or two whe
stolen property to get ridi of sQy,

I'1L Jus.t e Behind' you: to wateh,,
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We ambled abiput the merket and came across a Wedding stall that looked alright, 1 turned
rournd® the driver said that the stall was goody we purchased’ three tartan Tlankets and
a beadspread, later on anothessstall we ceme to sold clodks,, I bought'a lowely bBrowm o
fully lined, that I thought would look: well om Mum: now for Dad whHat eould I get” Wim, well
I think & nice good pipe amd some toYEcex and’ a pouch,, now mother, what cam you Buy a wer

womam thats got ewerything,. a thistle broach: for mother I thinkqand Elsie,I wonder what' too ¢

get Her,, I turmed to> Sareh,, I asked® her what she thought Elsie would like as & present,
Sarah saidy, Yeawe it to:me that ,, I'm going intoe that Iadies: wear shop,, I'IT ¥uy her some
nice firilly underclothes,, that left Sam ami tle Yoss,, @& prolilem in deed), I know, ¥ wouid
Buy Sam a cloek with an extra cape om the shoulders:. that would keep Him warm im winter,,
H 1like that IHope, now then the Boss;, Saral: had gone inmto: the ladies shop so I waited),
I noticed the driwer sitilll hanging round,, I beckonmed him: tor come on ower,, as he approach

I detected a slight limp im his stride, I asked him why le was: limping ,, he told’ me that
he had a sore foot , his Boots were & bit tight,, I said' that' e aould get them: stretched ,

there was & Yoot and shoe shop ower the road I had! noticed, I took him tlhere, we enmtered

I sazid to the mam in the shop that my driwer wanted a Boot steetching could the mam fix 1{;
he said® he would try,, our driver sat dowm and took his toot off them handed it to the
shop mam, Hhe took: it imtor tHe Baeck and! said that it would te tem minutes,, I szid thHat I
would go and’ meet my wiffe then come Baek, I crossed the road and Saralh came out with
three or four parcells I took: them from: her and’ we WBoth went to the ‘Yoot sHop,, the
driwer was putting his tpoot Beaks onm,, He was also mindinmg thre otlier parcels, I asked him
How his foot was now, he said that itt was fine and why had'nt he thought of it Befbre,
I paid the shop mam halfa erowm and' he was satisfiied with it. the driver stemped his
ot anmd’ smile&; I fleel' & lot Better now sir thankyou be said' I said® oome with us,. I
took: Saralh and’ the driwer ll’na-'rmafe and’ we had’ tea and shortbread I must say that it
tasted’ delicious, the driwer looked uneasy J said ,, what's the matter driver,, e said tHat
he should"nt dijpeat the same talile as the hotel guests I said,. popyeocik, if you. want,, you
czn dine with us tonight , oh no: thankyou ¥if he said,. my wife's making Broth, and’ I
dont want to miss out ,, she wonmt' thank me for it, tut I do thank you for asking me.. after
we« left the sHop,, we wandered into an areade, there we saw what I thought would suit
the Yoss, it was a small silwer trowel tos act as a paper weight,. that would be ideal,, I
asked the price, twellwe pounds. the men said,, the driwer said' excuse me sir,, the ome im the sh
sHop in the arcmde across the way 1is only sewem pounds tem im that case I said , I'1l1l go %
there, I mowed to lea'we’ ah one moement siz" he said, I ean reduce it if you want' to Buy it
you: c&n have it for sewen: pounds sir ,, the driwer said’ well now would you. give us a HilT
its fot' the lord” Prowost ,, He wants to present it to the mew schooll of Building desigm
on tlie other side of the «ity,, we'll have ta get it engrawed as well,, olt.. im thHat case
the man said ,, I can Have it engrawed while you wait,. and seeing its for His lordship,,
fiwe pounds will Be enough, I zlways like to: help the eity whem I can,. giwe me half anm
hour please and IBLI have it done, what nmame has to go om it,, well I said,. its a mister &

Spenewer E mister Baniel Speneer for special adwoeacy,. Isaid yaou know what that means A1
Up you,. oh yes sir he said,. Iknew he ¢id'nt,but I got

THO- DT/ VER .

that trowel for a fiwver thanks to-
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T #nsisted that the driver teke one pound five shillings for getting me the trowel, so
cliernly, T heppen to know ihet showp, a good one ihﬁeed‘si% but  the pricss cre pretiy High

ot

you see sir,my wife used to clean in thet shop end she knows a thing or two abonut it, jus

he samel said you have sawed me 2 bol or two so there's no herm in sharing,. we walked on
¢ /

with the occasional glence through shop windows, I had told the driver %o put the reckeages

P >

in the car and loek them up,. this he had cone and was & few yards beliing’ us, we Bumped
into a natiily dressed man who stepped back said"sorr& and"raiéed’his Eat;ﬁhen wallkced
pasSéddﬁE{f%ﬁr qiiver, Andrews got hold of him andgawe him a cuff on the side of his
face, give it back now, or I call the police, the man spluttered, but the driver Held him
then the driver did a funny thing, he took the man's jacket and ripped it f%om his back,
21l sorts of purses and items of jewelry and wallets tumbled out on to the peviement,
I spotted my wallet and picked it up,, well I said,, this is what happens to: pickpockets
where I come from if they get caulht, I hoisted the manm onto a nearby shop door and told
the man in the shop to ce2ll the police, the pickpocket was hanging by his Yrgces, one or
two people gathered round bBut we left them at it and as we walked towards the car,. I turned
and thenked the driwer, 21l part of the serwice sir he said, I said yes, I dere say, but
how didyou spot Him, oh he said he's tried it before ,, he did'nt spot me though,. as soon
as 1 saw him,I dodged into a doorway and waited,, I knew what he was up tO;SO’I was ready
for him,. well I said/you certainly caught him ,, I shall report this matter to the hofel
mengeger,your a good man to heve arround, thankyou, no thenkyou sir he sai@-a word to
the nanager is needed beceuse he was thinking of giwing this job to a younger man,
he does'nt think I'm up to it,, ch I said'is that so, well we'll see about that, we got
;0t back to the cer and j helped’ Sarak ins she said,. Peter,. would you please let me Randle
this matter,, I'm preyty good at this sort of thing, I know it sounds rather vainr of me
to say so, but please, will you, I said Sarah,, Icertainly will, and I'll probably learn
something about you I did'nt know, ofr darling you will, I promise,, tut afterwards,, dont
talk about it , promise Peter,, oh alright then I said.. We reached the hotel and entered
the foyer, the driwer came in BeHind us with our packages, He put them down,. Sarasl turmed
round to him and told him to wait, He stood there, at the reeeptionm desk, Saralt asked for
the manager, the receptionmist asked for what purpose’SaraHfsaid; mind your own Business:
and get him now, I'm: sorry He's wery busy right now, the girl said, Sarah said,. very gquietly
get him now or you're fiired, a Bell Yoy was despatched and the manager appeared as if

by magie, Sarah said, lets go into your aoffiee shall we, yes certainly misses: Nelsom,,

what seems to be the troulle, Saralt sat dowm, do you: like your jok Here she asked’ the
manager, oh yes he replied But I dont understand,, then listen to me Saral said,, do yau
know who I am,. yes he said' I do, them Sarall said, well my mother owns this hotel and three
more in this eity,. hHawe you ewer heard of the King Industries,. yes He said wery well
known fianciers and’ 2 lot more other things besides,why ,, Saral said’', only because my
mziden mame was Saralt King now do: you understand), would you like proof, oﬁfnnihe said’
I Beliewe evwery word, Misses King reng up this morming to ask: How you were getting:on}
you had just left with Andrews,, right Sarak said, now first of all, thet receptiomist

must learn how to use her manners when:speaking,to guestsand furthermore Andrews
A Te,,



Is worth evwery penny you pay him,, he is an asset too this Hotel, them Saralt went om to
descrithe the ewents of the morning, she ended up By saying she thought that Andrews:
was worth another'twoshilrings and’ six penwe a weeky, she finished By saying that she
had enjoyed lder stay im the hotel and would Ye leawing in: the morming, would He please
present us with a full bill, and reserve us a table for dinnmer tonight,, them Saralr turmed
to-me and said, darling,, just the two of us, I said® yes, that would be fline ,but what about
lunch now,. Saral said yes, them turning to the mameger,, she said,, just this once,, would
you ¥e kind emough tor 2lTow Andrews to hawe luneh with: us,, as & reward for His eﬁfbrﬁg
certainly misses Neysqn” I agree with you,, I'll le¥ him kmow right away,, we got up and
Sarah said,;thankydﬁ—éQ>muchﬁ you hawe been. so: helpful,, I'lTl let mother know, thenkyou:
he said , I'm most grateful, not at all Sarahk said,, yo u're doing a good’ jolh here..
We had what they eall lunch, with Andrews,, He was clearly embarrassed tut decided to
eat well' just the same, I got Him: to chat a little and Saral was enjoying every minute,. she
liked surprising people, ewen: me, Iwanted to talk: atout the Kingenterprises or Industries
thought Better of it! . one thing was certaim howevem, the Kings family were very deep;
mysterious,6 and a little eccentric: but nice with i¥, T resolwed to take thingges they
ceme provided I was'nt on their payroll, and I was left to do my owm thing. After lunmch,
Sarah went +gp tor freshen up, I followed at a leisurely pace ,, as. I entered the suite,,
Sarah was quietly singing,the song wes'mt importamt btut it alertedi me to) the fact that
she was oooking something with that agile brain of hers,, I would soom Krow about 1,
as T said before, she lowed surprising people,, even me, I went into the lavatory, whem
I came out and was¥red my hands, the singing had stoppedi, I thought, now the talking
begins,, I dried my hands hung the towel Bmak om the rail and went into the big sitting
room , I sat down on the large sofa ,, arossed one leg over the other and leaned Back
awaiting the next surprisgan5“:0nsidering my reactions, what sort of comment I might
meke, and wether to» be cross with Her or what.. Sarah ceme in from the bedToom, she hed
changed her dress and worea hat with feathers im,, it looked very pretty and T szid so,,

she asked if we might go for a walk together, I said yes why no# my dear,. she had a drink

off firuit juice then Hrought a parasol from the bedroom,, right darlimg she said,. I'm
ready, we went out and locked the door behind' us, I left the Key at the receptiom desk,,
the same girl was on the desk: duty and she asked me if I would ask: my wife If she would
kindly go to the desk: as she had something to: say to her,, I went to Saral who was: waiting
by the doorway, Sarah I said,, she turned yes: dear she said, I asked& her to go to the
desk, I waited, when she ceme back: , Saral: was smiling ,, well I said), olt she said ,
that girl was worried about her jolv , I put her mind: at ease, 1 was alittle snappy with
her I must admit,. tut I'm onlly humam you know,, I said’' yes dear, and' we went: o td the W
street.. Naw Sarah I said; where are yom taking me,, she smilied' and! said I wantt to- do Jjust
& little more shopping Peter my lowe,. there were shops all’ arraund“ug I vwondeded where
on earkh we would end up this time, Sarah darling I said,, n® more surprises I said, ol
btut Peter she said, I must take you to ame place its: wery impertant,, I nodded’ then said;,
alright'if it will meke you happy,, we arossed the street and went into a passage,, she

- :
seemed to know Her way arround s»» She operned a door andwe entered & corridor, we walked
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Along to the third door on the right,, she knocked and we entered ,, a middle aged manm was g

sitting at a mahogeny desk, papers ewerywhere ,, he loaked up and said, goodafternoon miss
King, Saral said,, nognndf’ any more Angus, I'm misses Nelsom now,, meet my husband,, ffister

Peter Nelsom,, Peter, meet my scottish attorney, mister Angus Mcnﬂir, He stood upy. a Big m
manm and he had a twinkle in his eye, we shook hands,, sit down please he sald,, we sat,, now

then misses Nelsom, what exaatly have you im mingd, Saralt said’,, 2l my scottish holdings

have you got the papers ready,, yes he said}andiyaur mother says that as long as your are I

F
happy about it, them go» ahead, from. now om,, you are the awner of it all and you please yoursel

Sarah then turned to me and said,, Peter dearest, I know it loaks somewhat unusual tor you, B
But all this business: has got too Yig and too much for me to> handle,, now, if you could see

your way to releiwing me of this lat, I @an manage the rest,, I said , Saral,, why cam't you

sell it them,. that would Be the easiest way would'nt it,, n» she said its too complieated),
what's more Peter, I wanted you to hawe it and be indipendant,, I wanted you to hawe =

wedding present just firom: me ,. that way,, I cam still keep it in: the family, tHere may

te children to- consider later om ,, when they grow up, they cen takwe it om for you and’ im

any case wm=yow=kwow, &1 Lave emcugh money as iy is, as you well: know by now, and’ giwing

it away does'nmt help, most of it would finishup 1in some other rich man's pockety, I realy

would like you to: take it ower,, it would meke me feel a lot happierland think: what you couf
do withit. Sarah was getting all worked up, and I did'nt like thati so I said,. Saral,, whem
we:- get back to the hotel, can we hawe a chat about 2lll this, and would you please put me #
i the picture properly, yes darling,, I promise I will,, I signed the papers. O curway
out ,, Angus said that the administration would continue as long as I said so, and the
reports would be sent ewery month to me, that would Be fine I said,, and I would keep
im touch.. Out in the street, I said Saral, you are a mystery to me sometimes,, mow that
is not playing fazir at alllso lets get ore thing straight, from: this moement om, no more =
searets from each other please, do you promise, yes Peter darling,, I do, and’ to prowe it,,
whem we get Wack, I'lTopem my heart to you on conditiom that it remains econfidential,
that is a deal I said’now Peterﬁitsaid?l was goingishapping‘welr” come om, I Hawe
2 gift for you im a shop round the corner from here.. OFff we went agaim,, this time it was =z
surprise, we entered’ a2 Mook shop, Sarah saig, I'm misses Nel'som juniar, you hawe a special
package for me I Yeliewe, o&~yes.madam;the elderly manwsaid;here it is,, 2ll wrapped' and’ me:
ready for you, its rather heawy I'm afiraid, perhaps the gentleman can GATTY ij; I picked
the package up from the counter and nearly dropped it , it certainly wag heawy, Sarah
Paid & lot of momey out and got a recsipt,then1we staggered breck to the Hotel.. Inm the
priwvaay of the bridal suite,, I was asked to open the package,, I took the paper from
it and found it to Ye a large box with brass mnds round or if you will a Wrass Bound bux
it was locked, I looked at Sarah, she Held a key im her hand, now Peter, please do: what I
say, no, no,$ please ﬁ%ter,do this, I said right, go om, she said put the key im the loek:
turm it But let meopen it please y @lright I said but Saral, no» more games s» NO: she said
this is'nt a game Peter,. this is veryserious indeed, I turned

she threw Back the 1id to reweal

the key and stood back
a beautifuli leather Hound gold' edged family BinTe
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Printed in big gold leaf lettering wese the words, family Bible of Peter and Saral
Nelsom .. T opened: it in wonderment, there were plenty of pages at the front for writing
names and dates anda;;;;‘for events ,, there were pictures im it and little ribbtons for
Wookmarks, it was proof to me that Saral lowed me truly, I turned and kissed Hher and put

my arms round Her and' said, Sarah ,I do» truly lowe you, we kiSSedragainyPeter she said,,
that makes me so wery happy. #ée put the Bidle away andI pulled the eord,, the knogk om
the door was'nt long in coming I opened it and said to the porter, A pot of hot stwmmé
tea with the usual] and some nice shortbread, enough for twoy yes sir he said ,, § shut 4
the door and sazid,Sarsh, I am taking you out shopping after our tea, I must Buy you
somethimg, But this wont te a surprise,. you are going to pick: your owm presemtt instead.
Aftter we'd hadour tea,we asked for Andrews to take us into the cutskirts of the aity,,
he duly arrived with the car and we got im, where to sir he asked me,olt, Tsaid justr driwe
round for a while we'll think of somewhere presantly,, Andrews drowe slowly through the ity
Andrews 1 szid , I want a good well knowm flactory where they make kiItsitake us there ﬁ!LY
please will you, certainly sir he said, we'll hawe to hurry though, they'll be closing short
After a short quick drive we arriwed at a small facmory'we slipped‘through the gateway
and after a word with a fellow wearing am apron, we were shown #into an office, a young
woman came and asked us what we required,I said, a couple of kilits to fit my wife, yes
sir she said come this way please, now what tartan do you'require,I said that would He
my wife's decisiom ,. the youngwoman took:us into a small ki nd of show room with different
designed tartams, there were the Stuart,. Cameronm, Macdonald ,, Gordonm and many others
Sarah picked theG8RfdFiff Gordod: ,Sarah was measured and she got one parceled up for
her, now I said, what about the things that go: with it yo« know, the big safety pin
and the sporram then two pzaigfeg of stoakings you know, everything , dont miss: anythinmg out
then T want the same agaim Yut mazke it a stuart for the mextt one,, I asked her mother's
size, Sarah picked mother'Ssize and all the itrimmings that went with it,. now, T said;.
what's the damage ,, Ipulled out my wallet for the lot sir she said,, give me ten pounds
that will be enough q paid the womam then I noticed 2 big shawl om the rack it looked
warm and lowely, I pointed, how much & said, twentyfiwe shillings she said, wrap it up
I said, im half an hour, we were om our way to the Hotel, I was feeling Happy, Sarash: I
said do you like what I he@we bBought you ,. ch yes darling she said, and’ mother will Ye
pleased’ I'm: sure, I said that the shawl was for Joshk's Mum,, I owed her for putting up
with me when you were sleeping at our house, ol yes she said, and Peter, do you know what,,
what my dear I said,. welll, it was the friendly and welcome atmosphere that decided
mother and I to stay in what you eall your distriect,. we were always. with snobs and'reache%,
preoplle would come to our house and owerstay their welcome, it was horrid, that is ome
reasom that we decided to: mowe aud lamse ourselwes, mow who would think of finding us
in. the north of England,. but I'l1l say this, they dont know what: they're missing now,,
mother and I hawe newer heen lhappier heliewe me,, welll, thats nice to hear you say so Sarah
my love and ,iff at all posible,, I'1T try to: mzke you contented as well, you know that

communtity spirit is the thing that is laeki

wise, but we beat then with everthing else

They can. /r-c‘e,P— .7/24__//,&(/;

ng im the south, they may be bBtWen'@fﬁ'mcney
you ca&n mention except bad’ manners and’ them
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We left Edindurgh the nexti morningiAhdrews drowe us to the stationm, our destination was
north,. tefore leaving the hotel, we rang mother to let her know that everything was

fine and we were going on to Stirling and Perthl,, mother said that the cliange over

was going smoothly, and when we got back, Mum and Dad would Be runming the cHip shop.

We wisited warious places on our itrip north , Sarah enjoyed +the fresh air and the

walks along the bYanks of the different lochs, our dream had come true, we were totether,
I prayed inwardly to God that our relationship would always remain unspoilt,, it was
as iff I was bYeing rewarded for something T had not yet achieved , a little apprelisiom
crept into my mind,, them I refused to let it dampem my spittits,, I kmew that' my new
found wealth had something to do with it ,, them I begam to understand why Saral hHad put
it to me so gradualy and carefullly, and I realised that it myst heve teen something far

worse than I could hawe imagined for her to hawe made ,, along with hHet mother,, such a

drastic decisiom as they did, to enter my kind of world and enwirénment, I resolwed to:
find out one way or another. I was distracted from my rewerie Yy Sarali giving me a gentle
nudge,. we had been walking along the bank of loch Lomand, hawing stopped off zt Balmaha,,
a penny for them darling, she said,, I said that I was thinking about the wealth at my
disposal, I wondered if I could make good use of it,. and'mbre important,, who: could I

help to make life easier,, Sarah said, Peter lowme, 1let's talk:about it on our way bYeek

home shall we, you see,, I hawe some wvery painfull memories about the subjeet I wanted to
diseuss with you after you had got used to this sort of thing. We strolled im silence

for a while,Sarah's dress was Yecoming wet and smudged ,, Iremarked about thislg but she
did'nt seem bothered and Bent down,, picked up a2 stone and theew it into the locl,, look

Peter sHe said,. those ripples, whbat abaut them I saidj, yom see how they spam out firom tle

gentre where the stdanme landed,. welll,, Isaid, that is what Hapens when you disturb thHe water
the ever inereasing cireles expand’ as far as theynean then gisappear ,, tHe same thing
hapens in high society gou know,, Sarall said, I dont understand’ you Sarahl darlingl said,.
it Thappened Sarall eontinusd,, when we liwed on London, MothHer was walking out with 2 so
ezlled® single man,, you: know the type,, pillar of society and all tHat, well Before
mother gat seriously thinking off remarrying, she naturally Had' him invwestigated, Ie
turned’ out to» Be & right ead ,, of course Nis. firiends all took his- side,, He even went so far
as to tell people that he had’ slept with mother, and’ they bYeliewed Himy, this we eould'nt
tolerate,. Mother took Him to task. in publie, Le was with an actress at the time,so
it was put down tor jealousy on my mother' part ,, the whispering campaign that llowed
was so wiclous and indicatiwe, it made Mother quite 1lT,, I persuaded Mother to sell the
House and move,, as you cen gather, we mowed to FristoT,, some of the sivama cought un
with hs there,, that was enoughk,. we contacted Simon, yw u know, Mother's Tawyer, and’ with
His Help,, ve bBought the chip shop in AwenHam and we Hawe Been so- delighted with the
people there,, that we decided to settle for goodl. Peter darling, I know thHat if anybody
triedjthe same thing MHere,, they would'nt last two minutes would they, T answered
the q¥uesfibnwBy‘reminﬁingrSaraH“that”nnw,7we were familly, no ome ewer comes betweem

me and’ my femily,. if tHey try it om, well, yow know what we're Tike in Avenliam..
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Balmaha e is & nice centre tow stay in when you want” to wisit loech lomand and’
the surround’ ing’ countryside, personaly , I Tiked! the place but it was'nt homel there—
fore,. T was not unhappy whem we,, Sarah and' I, movedon and decided to make for Glasgow
and Jdpmemm,, then: Home,, we both liked Secotland but to us it was like wisiting a museum,
J meam,, youw wenmt, you saw, then you left ,, we liked what we saw and' enjoyed our stay,
the thing was, that so much hed been going on in the weeks: leading up: tor the wedding;,
that we &tarted +to miss the atmosphere and' excitement,, Saral was looking foward to
living in our house with Motlier, and planning for our mew one I loped to BuiTd, I Had enm
idea that she was. -thinking of other evemts: as: welll.. Cur Baggage® had' increased somewhat
S0y another trunk was purchesed amd used for the gifts .. 6n the morning of our departure
for glasgow 4, I Had washed and dressed and packed cute abolution gear into tHe necessar
bag and stepped back nearly falllimg dwer Saral who was: om Her Hands and knees: seaching
rourd), I askedi fer what' om earth she was: loaking for, thet uttom-ltook she said, I putt
it dowm for a mimute whille I sat! dowmy, I put my Boots: om and was goimg te fastem tHem
with it @&nd now its gome,, olr I said , I =mw it and’ put it away with the rest of our
stuff,. I'm sorry I forgot that you Had to Buttom up your boots ,, Hamg om dear, I'IT get
it for you,, I reopened the terg rumaged arroumd! a Wit amd foumd it them I said , come om,
I'1T do it for you,, there were six Wuttons om each boot and: talk about & struggle I Had,,
welll,, the Jjot was evenmtually accompliishedi and we rinsed our Hands agaim, them wemt: for
treakfast and afterwards peid our W11 and asked for a teaxicab to take us to the statiom.
The trip Home was umewentfull and tedious,, we arrived nometheless: i good time to get- a

taxi Home, them mip to the chip shop and’ get some fish and cHips,, and of eourse mott withe
out,, a lot of Hello's and® How are you,, and’ tell us alll ebout it, all that! earry om, nal

that we did'mt expeet it or ewem mimded it,, we &id'nt,, But we were t‘i‘red?’ amt wanted some:
sleep), Gesides,, I Had missed! my sargent major amd was: Tookimg foward to my pimt posts.

My life changed completely afiter omr honeymoowm, I do nott think that any man alive
todzy oould have had’ 2 bBusier or more wonderful married’ actuality tham I, the sheer joy
amd’ owerwhelming afflectiom testowed® om me by my wiffe and Her motler would Have to be e
experienced’ first handi to e Weliewed. too telll you about that,, I must wxdte aaedtier

s3$oxys. 'glﬂlf,"_n,M b TR, ‘7 ;;! — ‘““-}
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